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HOMES PUN AT 
ICONIC BUILDING 


By Clare Butler 


PLANS for a landmark build¬ 
ing in West Bromwich to be 
transformed into nearly 100 
one bedroom apartments 
have been welcomed by the 
community. 

Society House, in High Street, was 
the home of West Bromwich Building 
Society until August last year. 

Developers say the current trend for the area 
has swayed more towards residential, despite 
business chiefs saying there had been ‘dozens’ 
of business inquiries when it first went on the 
market last year. 

John Hodgkiss, co-ordinator for the West 
Bromwich Business Improvement District 
(BID), said he supported the proposals. “For us 
with the BID we would love to be able to offer 
residents new services,” he said. 

“We would love to be able to link in with any 
future development to take things further and 
show what West Bromwich has to offer. 

“I would support these plans as it would be 
great to get more housing in the area. It would 
be something that we would welcome.” 

The proposals, submitted last week, are for 
change of use from offices to 98 one bed dwell¬ 
ings. The properties would be situated over 
eight floors, including car parking. 

Parking 

West Bromwich Building Society - now offi¬ 
cially known as the West Brom - moved in to 
the site in 1978. 

It relocated less than a mile away to new 
headquarters on Providence Place last year, 
stating the building was no longer ‘meeting the 
needs for their businesses practically’. 

West Bromwich Central ward Councillor 
Bawa Dhallu said he was pleased that plans had 
gone forward for the building. He said: “I think 
its a good idea. In Sandwell we are always in 
need of more houses, so this will be a positive. 

“We can only gather that if the right person 
didn’t come forward for the space to be used by 
offices again, then at least a good use will come 
out of this for housing. I don’t like to see any 
building sitting there empty, if someone has 
come forward with the right plans for housing 
then this will be a good idea.” 

In December, Richard Williams from Real es¬ 
tate agency Knight Frank, said: “We have had 
a number of ongoing inquiries with serious ex¬ 
pressions of interest from a variety of sectors.” 

Previously, when the society moved out, 
there was suggestion the office block could be 
converted into housing. 


VISITORS BARGE IN TO ENJOY CANAL FESTIVAL 



Ray Jordan from Ocker Hill enjoys a cuppa on his floral boat at the Tipton Canal and Community Festival. There was fun 
on the waterways as the popular floating festival made its return last weekend. Narrowboats were opened up to visitors on 
Saturday and Sunday, with many offering wares for sale. The festival, marking its ninth year, took place between Malthouse 
Stables and Coronation Gardens, and Owen Street and Factory Locks, behind Neptune Health Park. On dry land, there was, 
for the first time as part of the festival, a 5k run at Victoria Park, with around 30 runners taking part. Fun run organiser Marg 
Cherrington said they were hoping to increase the numbers next year. Festival organisers are also hoping for an increased 
attendance to mark its 10th anniversary in 2018. For full report and more pictures, turn to page 4 


POLICE 

Complaints lodged 
against force fall 
by nearly a quarter 

THE number of complaints logged against 
West Midlands Police fell by nearly a quar¬ 
ter in 12 months, new figures reveal. 

Statistics released by the Independent 
Police Complaints Commission (IPCC) 
show there were 882 complaints received 
in 2016/17, down 24 per cent from 1,168 
during the previous financial year. 

Of the complaints finalised in 2016/17, 
72 per cent were investigated by the force 
and 16 per cent were dealt with through 
local resolution, for example through the 
involvement of an inspector at a police sta¬ 
tion, or over the counter or by telephone. 

Nationally, figures show 34,103 griev¬ 
ances were received by forces across the 
country in 2016/17,144 fewer than last year. 

There will be significant changes to the 
police complaints system in 2018, includ¬ 
ing a greater role for police & crime com¬ 
missioners, who will decide on appeals 
that do not go to the IPCC. 

Chairman Dame Anne Owers said: “The 
public need to have a high level of confi¬ 
dence in the police complaints system. If 
they complain about their local police force 
they should be assured that it will be dealt 
with robustly and fairly. 

“We still need to ensure complaints will 
be handled appropriately and thoroughly.” 

RENOVATION 

More investment in 
town on wish list 

COUNCILLORS hope the renovation of 
Lightwoods House will see more invest¬ 
ment in Bearwood. 

Residents have spoken in recent months 
of shop frontages looking looking worn 
down in Bearwood Road. The former 
Blunts shoe shop was also vandalised with 
smashed windows and daubed in graffiti. 

Abbey ward Councillor Ann Jaron said: 
“We are hopeful that once the renovation 
on Lightwoods House is complete, that 
might bring more investment to the area.” 
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Illegal arms dealers sent to prison 



Umair Khan and Nazim Hussain 


A WEST Bromwich man involved 
in the importation and distribution 
of illegal guns to criminal gangs has 
been jailed. 

Nazim Hussain, of Bromford Lane, 
assisted weapons dealer Umair Khan, 
who was found to have bought more 
than 50 revolvers and more than 
1,600 rounds of ammunition via the 
‘dark web’ between August 2014 and 
February. 

Hussain, aged 27, helped find 
places to store the items, was respon¬ 
sible for managing deliveries across 
Birmingham and ensured they were 


signed for by others before being 
passed on to Khan. Hussain was 
jailed for nine years and Khan for 22 
after pleading guilty at Birmingham 
Crown Court to the firearms charges. 

The court heard Khan, of Caldwell 
Road, Bordesley, Birmingham, used 
the online identity ‘cheeko412’ to 
buy the explosives, ammunition and 
stun guns. 

The 29-year-old was caught after 
ordering a hand grenade and arrang¬ 
ing for it to be delivered to an address 
in Birmingham. The package was 
intercepted by police. When officers 


searched his home address, they re¬ 
covered four revolvers along with 15 
rounds of ammunition. 

Investigators established Khan 
was also actively buying large quan¬ 
tities of custom-made ammunition, 
which was concealed within postal 
parcels and packets sent from Swe¬ 
den in sophisticated vehicle conceal¬ 
ments. Khan then sold the firearms, 
complete with ammunition, to organ¬ 
ised crime groups across the UK. 

One weapon was recovered, fully 
loaded, in the hands of a Class A drug 
dealer stopped in a stolen vehicle. 


Progress at school with 
high exclusions praised 


AN academy with a ‘high level 
of exclusions’ that was urged to 
improve, has been praised by a 
Government watchdog for its 
progress. 

Wodensborough Ormiston Acade¬ 
my (WOA) was inspected by Ofsted 
in October last year, where inspectors 
demanded better standards in every 
area. 

On their return, inspectors say senior 
leaders and the academy’s sponsor, Orm¬ 
iston Academies Trust (OAT), are taking 
‘effective action’ to drive improvement. 

They noted considerable improvements 
in the effectiveness of teaching and learn¬ 
ing, resulting in improving levels of attain¬ 
ment. One of the key areas of criticism at 
the time of the initial inspection centred 
around pupil behaviour with Ofsted declar¬ 
ing there had been a history of ‘disruptive’ 
behaviour which had led to a high amount 
of exclusions. 

Capacity 

In its monitoring report, Ofsted now 
highlight how the restructured senior and 
middle management teams strengthened 
capacity and drove ‘improvements in teach¬ 
ing and learning’. 

Principal Leigh Moore said: “I am de¬ 
lighted that Ofsted has recognised the real 
progress being made. I’d like to thank our 
dedicated staff and hard-working students, 
as well as our supportive parents, for what 
has been achieved so far.” 

Ofsted referenced ‘the wide range of ef¬ 
fective external support’ provided to the 
academy by OAT while the report also 
highlighted that staff had developed ‘pos¬ 
itive working relationships’ with students, 
middle leaders now ‘shape clear strategic 
plans’, attendance has improved and the 
number of exclusions has decreased. 

Jason Howard, Regional Director (West), 
Ormiston Academies Trust, said: “We are 
delighted to see significant progress being 
made.” 


Canal transformed as weeds dug up 



A digger clears out the weeds and vegetation 


A STRETCH of Black Country ca¬ 
nal has been spruced up after be¬ 
ing cleared of reeds and overgrown 
plants. 

The work was undertaken on the 
Titford Feeder in Oldbury to un¬ 
block the vegetation on the banks. 

A team of three from The Rothen 
Group undertook the work across 
the space of a week. 

Ian Rothen, from the team, said: 
“It was on the Western End of Tit- 
ford Canal that we cleaned out. 

“It is part of the feeder that goes 



The overgrown area before work started 


it can become quite difficult quite 
quickly.” The Titford Canal is a 
narrow, short branch of the Bir¬ 
mingham Canal Navigations. 

Between Titford Pool and the 
locks stand the distinctive Langley 
Forge and Grade-II listed Langley 
Maltings. At the top lock stands the 
listed Titford Engine House. 

Councillor David Hosell said: 
“Any improvements that we can 
make to the canals - either appear¬ 
ance, safety or other things - are to 
be welcomed.” 


into the end of the canal that was 
in a state. It became choked with 
weeds and vegetation on the bank, 
so we had to carry out quite a bit of 
work there. 

“We have done a lot of work with 
the waterways people so they asked 
if we could clean it out. 

“We have specialist teams who 
can do that with different types of 
equipment. 

“It seems that when there is 
sunny weather and heat, it encour¬ 
ages the growth of weeds and then 


£ 300,000 
funding for 
nursery on 
the agenda 

NURSERY children could be playing and 
learning in a new building if £300,000 if 
funding can be agreed. 

Moorlands Primary would use the 
money to replace a run-down building in 
West Bromwich. 

The nursery, known as Little Learn¬ 
ers, is currently being run from a church 
hall after the main building fell into dis¬ 
repair. 

Council bosses previously pledged 
£7,200 to make improvements to the 
church hall following the school’s an¬ 
nouncement that the nursery might 
have to close. 

Councillor Simon Hackett, cabinet 
member for children’s services, said: 
“Parents were very disappointed and 
angry to hear the nursery at Moorlands 
Primary may have to close. We stepped 
in earlier this year to save the nursery 
and pay for modifications to the church 
hall but this was only ever a temporary 
arrangement. 

“If agreed, we hope the £300,000 will 
build a fit for purpose nursery.” 

The plans were being discussed at 
Sandwell Council’s cabinet meeting yes¬ 
terday (Wednesday) and, if funding was 
agreed, work would start immediately. It 
is hoped work on the new building will 
be completed by January 2018. 

Open day marks 
campaign launch 

SANDWELL’S autumn Safer 6 cam¬ 
paign launches on Saturday - with a 
family open day at Haden Cross Com¬ 
munity Fire Station. 

The Safer Sandwell Partnership cam¬ 
paign is now in its eighth year and runs 
for six weeks, with a focus week included 
in each of the six towns. 

Sandwell Mayor Councillor Ahmadul 
Haque MBE will officially launch the 
campaign at 10.30am. The open day at 
the Halesowen Road, Cradley Heath fa¬ 
cility runs from 10am to 4pm. 

Each town will have a focus week dur¬ 
ing the campaign, as follows: September 
25-October 1 Rowley Regis; October 2-8 
Oldbury; October 9-15 October Tipton; 
October 16-22 West Bromwich; October 
23-29 Wednesbury; October 30-Novem- 
ber 5: Smethwick. 

Extra places made 
available at college 

EXTRA special needs places are to be 
made available at Meadow Sports Col¬ 
lege in Oldbury 

Up to 20 new places will be created at 
the Dudley Road East school, enabling it 
to provide education for children across 
an extended age range of age nine to 19. 


gPPIMfilNTOACTION! this Summer 






Too hot in summer & 
too cold in winter? 

Replace your existing conservatory 
roof with a Guardian roof and create a 
comfortable environment all year round. 
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Doors & Windows Ltd 
Tel: 01902 842706 / 07759 536818 
^w,w| candtdoorsandwindows.co.uk 
ALL AREAS COVERED 
[Email: enquiries@candtdoorsandwindows.co.uk 


COMPOSITE DOORS 
AVAILABLE 



Unglazed/Glazed from £349.00 fully fitted. New improved 
10 point locking system fully reinforced. Many more designs available. 
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• Fencing panels • Free Quotes • Delivery and erection service on all sheds 

Show site at 

Blakes Sheds 

Salop Street, Dudley DY1 3AY 
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'Return our 
photos'-girl 
pens letter 
to burglar 

A FIVE-year-old girl has penned a 
heartbreaking letter asking burglar 
to return precious baby photos and 
videos. 

The family returned from holiday 
in Devon to find that their house in 
Victoria Park Road, Smethwick, had 
been ransacked. Father Mo Talib real¬ 
ised his car, an Audi TT, was missing 
and the the kitchen window was open. 

Mr Talib, aged 41, explained to his 
three children what had happened, 
prompting his five-year-old to write 
the heartfelt message. 

The letter, which has been posted 
on social media, reads: “Please give 
back our photos and videos. They 
are memories recorded of my birth, 
learning to talk, to walk, celebrating 
birthdays, reading my first book, my 
first family day out [and] my first day 
at school.” 

Mr Talib, who works in customer 
services, said: “The photos and videos 
were of irreplaceable family mem¬ 
ories, showing the children’s first 
steps, words, holiday memories and 
lots of other things. They have taken 
a significant amount of money and 
jewellery and all the footage of the 
children growing up. 

“I had to explain what had hap¬ 
pened and my daughter was making 
a mental note so, with help from my 
son, she started to write a letter to the 
thieves. She wrote ‘dear burglar’ and 
it went from there.” 

Action plea on 
work at island 

A COUNCILLOR has called for work 
to revamp one of the Black Country’s 
busiest roundabouts to be completed 
‘as soon as possible’. 

The overhaul of Birchley Island at 
M5 Junction 2 has been in the pipe¬ 
line since 2014. Roadworks elsewhere 
on the motorway are causing serious 
delays for motorists using the island 
in Oldbury. 

Sandwell Council leader Steve Eling 
called for funding for the plans to up¬ 
grade the roundabout to be handed 
down ‘sooner rather than later’. 

He said: “The only thing we’re 
waiting for is the funding to actually 
deliver this. 

“Really we need to get on with the 
job and get the funding - that can’t 
come soon enough.” 


Cigarettes seized 

ABOUT 5,000 illegal cigarettes were 
seized in a Tipton shop raid. The haul, 
worth more than £2,500 was taken 
away by police and trading standards 
officers. A worker is being investigat¬ 
ed and could lose his licence. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Deadly weapons handed in to police 



Some of the firearms handed in 


A CHILLING selection of guns has 
been taken off the streets in a call to 
arms by police officers. 

The West Midlands police chief 
urged people to hand in their weapons 
in a firearms amnesty, which began in 
the region last Friday. It runs until 
October 1 - ahead of a national cam¬ 
paign to be launched in November. 

West Midlands Police’s last gun 
amnesty, in July 2014, saw more than 
100 weapons handed in along with 
1,000 rounds of ammunition. 

The haul included a First World 
War German Luger and other ser¬ 


vice weapons like Webley and Enfield 
revolvers. Police & Crime Commis¬ 
sioner David Jamieson said: “I would 
urge people to hand in their weapons. 

“Any weapon in the wrong hands 
can have a devastating impact. 

“It is no exaggeration to say that 
each weapon we retrieve has the po¬ 
tential to save a life. 

“In addition to handing weapons 
in at police stations there are also 
weapon surrender bins where people 
can dispose of their weapons anon¬ 
ymously. These weapons can do im¬ 
mense harm and the more weapons 


we can get off the streets the better 
and the safer we will all be.” 

Guns can be surrendered anony¬ 
mously but the history of live weap¬ 
ons handed in will be checked for any 
evidence of criminal use. Chiefs said 
the firearms will either be destroyed 
at the West Midlands Police armoury 
or retained for training exercises. 

Guns can be taken to any one of 10 
police stations across the West Mid¬ 
lands, including include Brierley Hill, 
West Bromwich, Wolverhampton and 
Bloxwich, but people are advised to 
check opening times in advance. 


Rubbish dumped 
in waste hot-spot 

DOZENS of bags of rubbish including 
mattresses and empty cupboards have 
been dumped in an Oldbury street. 

The eyesore land in Mill Lane, 
Langley, has been a target for fly-tip¬ 
ping and vandalism since the demoli¬ 
tion of factories surrounding it more 
than 10 years ago. The land has be¬ 
come a dumping ground in recent 
months and the piles of waste have 
grown larger. 

Councillor Sharon Davies said: “It 
would be good to see something hap¬ 
pen with the land.” 

Councillors have revealed that 
homes could be an option for the piece 
of empty land to regenerate the area. 

Hundreds enrol 
on college courses 

PEOPLE have been urged to sign up 
for adult learning courses in Sandwell. 

Hundreds of new learners have 
enrolled at three open days held by 
Sandwell Adult and Family Learning 
(SAFL). 

Students can enrol on classes for 
this term until the end of September. 

Enrolment takes place at Tipton 
College in Alexandra Road, Ron Davis 
Centre in Smethwick and Hateley 
Heath Family Education and Training 
Centre in West Bromwich. 

Visit learnsafl.ac.uk, call 0121 557 
0387, or visit one of the colleges. 

Directors deny 
fire safety breach 

TWO company directors have denied 
breaking fire safety regulations at a 
West Bromwich block of flats. 

About 80 people, including families 
with young children, were rehoused 
from Metro Court, a former office 
block on the High Street, in July. 

Daniel Orasanu, 42, Carmen Lupu, 
27 - both of Smestow Bridge, Worn- 
bourne - and the company First Job 
Limited faced 20 charges at Wolver¬ 
hampton Crown Court. All pleaded 
not guilty. They were bailed to stand 
trial at the same court on June 11 
next year. 

Creuvs called to deal 
with lorry tyres blaze 

CREWS were called when a pile of lor¬ 
ry tyres caught fire, sending plumes 
of black smoke billowing into the sky 
near the M5. 

Around 10 firefighters tackled the 
blaze, which erupted on wasteland in 
West Bromwich and started just be¬ 
fore 4.50pm last Friday. 

A fire service spokesman said the 
fire, near West Bromwich Street and 
Bromford Road, was ‘producing a 
large plume of smoke’. 


Fines in store as free 
car parking is abused 


OLDBURY’S largest supermarket is 
to bring in £70 fines to target on ille¬ 
gal parking in a move backed by the 
majority of shoppers. 

Sainsbury’s in Freeth Street says 
people are leaving their vehicles at its 
car park without entering the store. 

In response, the firm has lodged plans for 
four number plate recognition cameras, which 
will read the number plates of cars as they 
enter the car park. If they remain beyond the 
allowed three-hour time limit during store 
hours or 10-minute limit outside store hours 
the motorist will receive a fine. 

Angharad Lynch, property communications 
manager at Sainsbury’s, said: “Our customers 
have told us that they want to park and shop 
at our store. However sometimes they have dif¬ 
ficulty doing so as non-customers use the car 
park for all day parking.” 

Trading 

She added: “We are looking to install cam¬ 
eras which will record the time vehicles stay 
in our car park and allow people to use the car 
park for up to three hours, freeing up spaces 
for our customers.” 

The cameras will be mounted on poles within 
the car park, along with message signs alerting 
the driver their registration has been taken 
and the time they entered. There will also be 
18 new signs put up around the car park. 

In an poll carried out by The Chronicle’s 
sister publication, The Express & Star, 70 per 
cent of almost 1,000 respondents felt the move 
was a fair one. A MrW said: “It’s obviously 
other workers in town who are using this as 
a free car park. It’s tough, but fair for Sains¬ 
bury’s to ensure their customers can park.” 

Sharmwolf, suggested fining those who 
parked illegally in mother and toddler or disa¬ 
bled bays, while on Facebook, Roger Johnstone 
said: “Most supermarkets allow two hours’ free 
parking before they charge, so this three-hour 
limit seems perfectly reasonable.” 

Les Short said: “If the council lower the park¬ 
ing fees in their car parks more people would 
use them, freeing up those at Sainsbury’s.” 



From left, headteacher Terry Jones, Councillor Simon Hackett, and for¬ 
mer pupil from 1957 Sylvia Allen, of Stourbridge at the reopening 


School 
success 
at the 
double 


A SCHOOL in Oldbury is 
enjoying a double celebra¬ 
tion. 

Perryfields Primary has 
undergone a major £2.6mil- 
lion refurbishment and ex¬ 
pansion at the same times it 
celebrates its 60th year. 

The Apsley Road school 
will double its capacity in 
the coming years to 420 pu¬ 
pils. The project was finished 
to coincide with the school’s 
diamond anniversary. 

Head Terry Jones said: 
“We are delighted with the 
end result. We are happy 
with the extension and the 
refurbishment of the origi¬ 
nal building.” 

The extension includes 
eight classrooms and group 
rooms, together with school 
offices, a staff room, a drama 
and dance studio, and tech¬ 
nology room. It was officially 
opened by Councillor Simon 
Hackett, cabinet member 
for children’s services. One 
of the guests was a former 
pupil from 1957 Sylvia 
Allen, of Stourbridge. 




KITCHENS I BATHROOMS I BEDROOMS 


www.idealhomecare.co.uk 


fdEaLHontEoari 

The Home Improvement Specialist 


5 Hall Green Road, Stone Cross, 
West Bromwich, B71 3JS 

Telephone: 0121 588 5737 


FACTORY SHOWROOM 

Unit 1, West Bromwich Road, Tamebridge, Walsall, WS5 4AN 
07807 371820 01922 646222 
www.gdmemorials.com | info@gdmemorials.com 


lO REASONS TO HAVE AN IDEAL HOMECARE BATHROOM / KITCHEN / BEDROOM 


© Family business established over 28 years 
© Vast majority of work comes from recommendations 
© FREE home design service, we listen to you and design 
to your requirements 

© Large choice of design, 100s of doors, worktops, tiles, 
sinks and taps to choose from, but do not worry, we 
are here to help and advise what is right for you 
© We project manage from start to finish 


© We can supply only, or complete the whole project, 
including tiling, electrics, plumbing, building, plastering 
and even decorating 

o All rubbish removed at the end of the project 
© Gas Safe fitters (formerly Corgi) 

© NICEIC Registered electricians 
(0 Quality products at realistic prices 


G.D. MEMORIALS 


We Offer a 
Variety of 
Head Stones 
& Kerb Sets 


Celebrating 
25 years of service 
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£1100 for 2’ 10” 4” 

Ogee Shape Design 


Prices Includes: 

• Choice of Designs 

• All Gold Letters 

• 2 Flower Containers 

• Fully Fitted 

• Black (All Polished) 
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COUNTY NEWS 

Steel merger said 
to be imminent 

A MERGER of Tata Steel’s UK oper¬ 
ations could be just weeks away, ac¬ 
cording to the German firm currently 
talking to its management. 

Tata Steel Europe employs 8,500 in 
the UK - with plants in Wednesfield, 
Brierley Hill and Walsall. Its merger 
with ThyssenKrupp would create 
the second biggest steel business in 
Europe. Thyssenkrupp already has 
around half a dozen sites in the UK, 
including a national head office in So¬ 
lihull and plants in Cradley Heath and 
Birmingham. 

In a statement, the German com¬ 
pany said: “”An agreement could be 
possible before the end of this month.” 

f £l0m taken' in 
Airbnb bookings 

PEOPLE in the West Midlands took in 
£10 million through Airbnb bookings 
in 14 months, the company claims. 

In a report, the firm said 132,000 
people had booked through the web¬ 
site, using hosts in the region. It said 
the number of bookings from July to 
September had more than doubled. 
The hosts took £10m in bookings, and 
the guests spent £52m in the region. 

There are 4,300 Airbnb listings in 
the West Midlands, with each host 
earning around £2,400, the report 
says. 

James McClure, from Airbnb, said: 
“The UK continues to break records 
on Airbnb.” 

Support act offers 
Stanglers therapy 

PUNK pioneers The Stranglers will 
play Birmingham next year. 

The rockers, best known for songs 
such as No More Heroes, Always The 
Sun, Peaches and Golden Brown, will 
play the 02 Academy on the band’s 
Definitive Tour on March 17. 

They will be supported by special 
guests Therapy? - an alternative 
metal band from Northern Ireland. 
Songs they are best known for include 
Screamager, Teethgrinder and Die 
Laughing. 

Flexible working is 
expected to be norm 

NEARLY two thirds of office workers 
in the West Midlands - 65.7 per cent - 
think flexible working will become the 
norm over the next five years. 

A survey for recruitment consul¬ 
tancy 9-2-3 found that nationally 73 
per cent envisage working flexibly will 
become routine. 

It added that for 26 per cent flexibil¬ 
ity is the most important influence on 
career choices after pay and location. 


Jobless figure falls as wage growth lags 


UNEMPLOYMENT has fallen in the 
West Midlands, new figures reveal, 
while the number of people in work 
across the region has jumped. 

Britain’s ‘strong’ labour market 
has seen employment rise to record 
levels despite households feeling the 
pinch as wage growth lags behind in¬ 
flation. 

The Office for National Statistics 
(ONS) said the number of people in 


work climbed by 181,000 to 32.13 
million between May and July. Un¬ 
employment tumbled by 75,000 to 
a 12-year low of 1.46 million. In the 
West Midlands unemployment fell by 
2,000 to 164,000, although at 5.7 per 
cent the region’s unemployment rate 
is way above the national average of 
4.3 per cent. 

The number of people in work in 
the region surged by 36,000 over the 


three months to 2.7 million. Annual 
growth in earnings remained static 
at 2.1 per cent, both including and 
excluding bonuses over the period. 
Once inflation is taken into account, 
total and regular pay both slipped by 
0.4 per cent. In Sandwell the number 
of people claiming unemployment re¬ 
lated benefits such as Jobseeker’s Al¬ 
lowance fell by 40 in August compared 
to July, down to 7,015 or 3.4 per cent 


of the working population. The na¬ 
tional average rate is just 1.9 per cent. 

But in Dudley the claimant count 
rose by 35 to 5,770, or three per cent. 
In Wolverhampton it also rose by 35, 
to 6,740 or 4.2 per cent. In Walsall 
the count inched down by just five to 
4,885 or 2.9 per cent. 

Across Staffordshire the number of 
people claiming benefits was up by 50, 
to 5,580. 


Water way for visitors 
to enjoy canal festival 


Report by Richard Guttridge 

THERE was fun on the wa¬ 
terways as a popular floating 
festival made its return to the 
Black Country. 

More than 60 narrowboats were 
out in force at the Tipton Canal 
and Community Festival. 

Narrowboats were opened up to vis¬ 
itors, with many acting as stalls with 
various wares on sale. 

The festival, organised by the Tip- 
ton Community Association, was run 
between Malthouse Stables and Coro¬ 
nation Gardens and Owen Street and 
Factory Locks, behind Neptune Health 
Park. There was also plenty happening 
back on dry land. 

For the first time there was a 5k run 
at Victoria Park, Tipton, as part of the 
festival. Around 30 runners took part 
in the dash around the park. 

Bigger 

Marg Cherrington, from Tipton 
Harriers who helped organise the run, 
said: “It is the first time it has run as 
part of the festival. The numbers were 
not bad for the first year and we will 
be trying to increase that next year.” 

Organiser Steve Downing said there 
were around 10,000 visitors over the 
weekend. “We are very pleased with 
how it has gone,” he said. 

“The traders and the exhibitors 
were really pleased with the feedback 
they were getting. 

“We had over 60 narrowboats on 
display, some historic some trip boats 
that people could ride on. There was a 
car boot and a funfair. The glass blow¬ 
ing in particular caught everyone’s 
interest. Then on Saturday and Sun¬ 
day we had a lot of historical re-enact¬ 
ments with singing and dancing.” 

Mr Downing said organisers hoped 
to mark the 10th anniversary in 2018 
by further expanding the event. See 
www.tiptoncommunityassociation.com 



Sandra Willis on the Doggie Boat during the ninth annual Tipton Canal and Community Festival 



Julie Tonkin demonstrates her canal-themed art Pudding the pirate pug dresses the part for the festival 


Derelict plot 
earmarked 
to become a 
health centre 

A HEALTH centre could be built on 
eyesore land in Great Barr. 

The facility would include a doctors’ 
surgery and a pharmacy and has been 
proposed for the site of the former 
Queslade House in Queslade Close 

A consortium of doctors has asked 
to buy the derelict land from the 
council and develop it as a health 
facility. Sandwell Council’s land and 
asset management committee met to 
consider the proposals last week and 
it will now go to the council’s cabinet 
for approval on October 18. 

The doctors would then need to 
agree contracts with the council and 
secure planning permission to build 
the health centre. 

Councillor Paul Moore, the council’s 
cabinet member for regeneration and 
economic investment, said: “There is 
very clearly a need for a new health 
centre in this area of Great Barr. 

“I am pleased the council has suc¬ 
cessfully reached an agreement in 
principle, subject to formal approval, 
after many months of work with the 
NHS and the consortium of doctors 
from three GP surgeries. 

“This exciting development pro¬ 
posal will enhance the health pro¬ 
vision in the north of the borough 
and bring back into economic use a 
council-owned site that is currently 
vacant.” 

Andrew Lawley, head of premises 
and capital development, Sandwell 
and West Birmingham Clinical Com¬ 
missioning Group, said: “The CCG 
granted approval to the group of GPs 
to proceed with the scheme in March 
this year, enabling them to work with 
the council to secure appropriate 
land.” 

Ambulance on 999 
call in collision 

AN ambulance on its way to a 999 call 
overturned after colliding with a car 
near Sandwell General Hospital. 

The vehicle came to rest on a pe¬ 
destrian crossing on All Saints Way, 
West Bromwich at around 10.15am 
last Thursday. Bosses confirmed it 
was was en route to a 999-call using 
blue lights and sirens. 

A second ambulance was sent to re¬ 
spond to the original 999 call. 

Three paramedic officers and an 
ambulance were despatched. They 
found the ambulance on its side. 

A West Midlands Ambulance Ser¬ 
vice spokesman said the male car 
driver went to Sandwell General Hos¬ 
pital for checks on minor injuries. The 
two medics were treated for minor 
injuries and shock and taken to the 
same hospital. 


Halesowen Fireplaces 

AT THE HEART OF YOUR HOME 


Complete Fireplace Packages from £499 

(including fire) 



For a range of Gas and Electric Fires and Surrounds 
visit our showroom (opposite Tyre City on Long Lane) 


S* Telephone 0121 559 9985 P Sol., 


Unit 14, Long Lane Trading Estate, 
Long Lane, Halesowen B62 9LD 
www.halesowenfireplaces.co.uk 


Serving Oldbury for over 11 years 


3ft Orthopaedic mattress 

from £80.00 



Large selection of Metal beds, Leather beds, Crush Velvet beds, 
Ottoman beds and Divan beds 


33 Birmingham Street, 
Oldbury Town Centre B69 4DY 

0121 544 4449 

www.capricorninteriors.co.uk 

Open Mon-Sat 10am-5.30pm 
Open Sunday 11.00am - 3.00pm 

Small Deposit Secures Price 



BLINDS 

SANDWELL - www.blind-deals.co.uk 


NO OBLIGATION HOME QUOTE 


BEST DEAL! fAO 

3 child safe 4 p MX 

verticals m w\3 

one per household offer 


ALL PRICES INCLUDE FREE 

MEASURE & FITTING 
HUGE CHOICE OF POPULAR 
FABRICS & GENEROUS SIZE 
RESTRICTIONS 


CALL 

FREE 




contact your local advisor 
to see our fabric range & 
other available deals 


0800 0214266 


There is one small job that you have 
been meaning to do for years - 

Make Your Wil 



Onl,£90.00 (no VAT to pa^ 

Per person for couples, Mirror Wills. 

Single Wills £95.00 (no VAT to ] 

A home visit at a convenient tin 

For information and appointmem call 

0845 678 7010 

Mobile: 07771 992717 

Wills, Trusts, Lasting Powers of Attorney, Will 
Storage, Estate Planning and Guardianshi^Trusts 

Members of the - 

Goodwills 


























































Green spaces 
added to list 
of protected 
nature sites 

SEVEN green areas across Sandwell 
could be added to a list of nature con¬ 
servation sites. 

Cabinet members were this week 
discussing the recommendation to 
designate seven areas at the different 
locations as Sites of Local Importance 
for Nature Conservation (SLINCs). 

It will include Bullers Open Space 
and Market Place, Tipton; Merry 
Hill, Smethwick; River Tame Corri¬ 
dor, Oldbury; Whitecrest, Great Barr; 
Woden Road East, Wednesbury and 
Portway Hill, Rowley Regis, which is 
also set to become a designated Site of 
Importance for Nature Conservation 
(SINC). 

The designations provide up-to- 
date evidence for local nature to be 
protected when making planning de¬ 
cisions. 

Councillor Paul Moore, cabinet 
member for regeneration and eco¬ 
nomic investment, said: “Designating 
these seven areas will help us protect 
them from damaging development, 
complementing our existing network 
of nature conservation sites.” 

The latest recommendations have 
been endorsed by the Local Sites Part¬ 
nership (LSP) and Natural England. 

The LSP includes the four Black 
Country councils, Birmingham City 
Council, Birmingham and the Black 
Country Wildlife Trust, EcoRecord, 
Geodiversity, Natural England, The 
Environment Agency and botanists. 

Road to shut for 
sewage pipe work 

A TOWN centre road will be shut for 
two weeks as emergency repairs are 
made to a sewage pipe. 

Bull Street in West Bromwich will 
be closed from Saturday until Friday, 
October 6. 

It is expected to cause disruption in 
the town centre, with the road used by 
hundreds of drivers every day heading 
to the popular New Square shopping 
centre. 

Drivers will face being sent on long 
diversions. 

They will run along Trinity Way, 
Kelvin Way, Bromford Lane towards 
West Bromwich Ringway to get to the 
other side of the town centre. 

Sandwell Council said the reason 
for the road closure was for ‘urgent 
repairs to a damaged sewage pipe’. 


Latest production 

WEST Bromwich Operatic Society is 
staging its latest musical production, 
South Pacific, in the Mill Theatre at 
Dormston School, Mill Bank, Sedgley, 
from September 27 to 30. 

For tickets, call 01384 377402. 


it's Goaty McGoatface - no kidding! 



Councillor Marshall with Goaty 


WE’VE had Boaty McBoatface - now 
meet Goaty McGoatface. 

Goaty is the latest animal addi¬ 
tion at Sandwell Council’s Forge Mill 
Farm in West Bromwich. 

The six-week-old kid, who will be 
known as Goaty, was named by mem¬ 
bers of the public who suggested their 
favourite names on Facebook. 

Voters took inspiration from a fa¬ 
mous public vote to name a British 
scientific research vessel. 

Goaty was born in August to the 
farm’s oldest bagot goat, Ivy, who is 
15. 


The council has backed a scheme 
run by the Rare Breeds Survival 
Trust to breed the rare goats as there 
are fewer than 200 registered breed¬ 
ing females left. 

Goaty will become part of the 
farm’s breeding stock, increasing 
the number of these rare animals for 
years to come. 

Councillor Richard Marshall, cabi¬ 
net member for leisure, said: “Goaty 
is very cute - and a very important 
little goat. 

“We wanted the public to be in¬ 
volved in naming him. Someone 


suggested Goaty McGoatface, peo¬ 
ple thought it was funny and then a 
few more suggested it. We thought it 
suited him so we went with it.” 

The Bagot is believed to be Brit¬ 
ain’s oldest breed of goat with records 
of them being around in 1389 at Blith- 
field, the Staffordshire home of Sir 
John Bagot. 

The exact origin of the Bagot goat 
is unknown - one theory is that they 
were brought to Britain during the 
Crusades in the Middle Ages, while 
others believe they originated from 
native goats in medieval times. 


Positive report follows 
decline in standards 


A PRIMARY school has been praised 
for making ‘effective progress’ after 
earlier being criticised by Ofsted for 
its decline in performance. 

King George V Primary School, in West 
Bromwich, was rated as requiring im¬ 
provement by inspectors in March. 

A monitoring inspection took place at the 
school earlier this month, with senior leaders 
and governors praised for tackling the areas in 
need of improvement. 

Ofsted had deemed the school as requiring 
improvement in six categories. The watchdog 
said there was ‘instability’ in senior leadership 
for the last two years, which had led to some 
areas of the school’s performance declining. 

The quality of teaching in the early years 
and Key Stage 1 was noted as being ‘not yet 
consistently good’. However, the then acting 
headteacher was praised for working hard to 
halt the decline in standards and that the cur¬ 
riculum was inspiring to pupils. 

Action 

Six months on, officials say they are happy 
with senior leaders and governors at the 
Beeches Road school. An official letter issued 
last week, reads: “Senior leaders and governors 
are taking effective action to tackle the areas 
requiring improvement identified in order to 
become a good school. 

“Systems for evaluating the quality of teach¬ 
ing have been improved. Following regular vis¬ 
its to lessons and checks on the quality of work 
in pupils’ books, leaders provide incisive feed¬ 
back to teachers on how to refine their practice. 

“The school has been ordered to take fur¬ 
ther action by continuing to improve teaching 
in Key Stage 1 by making sure that teachers 
plan work that is challenging, ensure that all 
governors provide an effective and professional 
level of support and streamline the school im¬ 
provement plan so that leaders and governors 
can easily evaluate the progress of the ‘most 
important priorities’ for improvement.” 

Headteacher Sarah Penny said: “I am de¬ 
lighted with the positive report. Much progress 
has been made, but as a school we recognise 
there that there is more work to be done.” 


Saddling up for emotional ride 



Mike and Dominik Morton during training ahead of the Velo Birmingham this weekend 


A COUNCIL official is saddling 
up for an emotional ride in mem¬ 
ory of his son and to honour the 
lifeboat crews who tried to save 
his life. 

Luke Morton, from Bearwood, 
died after he was hit by a wave 
while standing on rocks near Car¬ 
digan in south Wales, where he 
had gone to watch seals and dol¬ 


phins on August 7 last year. His 
father, 61-year-old Mike, Dudley 
Council’s health and safety of¬ 
ficer, will take part in the inaugu¬ 
ral 100-mile Velo Birmingham on 
Sunday, alongside Luke’s broth¬ 
ers, Dominik, 30, 27-year-old Dan¬ 
iel and friend Tom Bowen. 

They aim to add a further 
£3,000 to the £4,000 already 


raised by the family for the RNLI 
which was involved in the six- 
hour search for Luke. 

Mr Morton said: “The RNLI did 
everything in their powers to try 
and save the life of my son. 

“We were so proud of the way 
these volunteers worked to try 
to find him and did so whilst also 
putting themselves at great risk” 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

Schools pay £5m 
on agency staff 

SCHOOLS in Sandwell spent more 
than £5million employing agency 
staff during 12 months. 

A Freedom of Information request 
revealed £4,173,866 was spent by pri¬ 
mary schools, £972,706 by secondaries 
and £398,576.43 by special schools in 
2016/17, adding up to £5,545.148.28. 

Casual workers were used to 
cover sickness absences and mater¬ 
nity leave. Agency staff may also be 
drafted in to help with exams and re¬ 
cruitment. 

Darryl Magher, UKIP campaigner 
in Sandwell, said: ’’Spending on 
agency staff seems to have become a 
culture.” 

Live jazz music for 
end of summer 

LIVE jazz music is being staged at a 
free concert in Wednesbury this week¬ 
end. 

‘Jazz on Tap’ will celebrate the end 
of a summer season of activities. 

It takes place in the Victorian Paint¬ 
ing Gallery at Wednesbury Museum 
and Art Gallery between 2.30pm and 
4.15pm on Saturday. 

Visitors can wander around and 
enjoy the music or sit at tables and 
listen to some tunes with tea, coffee 
and snacks. 

For more information visit sandwell. 
gov.uk/j oininmuseums 

Taxis pass test 
in safety checks 

SPOT checks on taxis operating in 
Sandwell found 17 out of 19 vehicles 
met all legal requirements. 

Taxi licensing officers and MoT 
testers from the council, West Mid¬ 
lands Police and DVSA combined to 
check on the safety of vehicles. All but 
two were given a clean bill of health. 

A Sandwell Council licensed Hack¬ 
ney Carriage was issued with an im¬ 
mediate prohibition notice due to a 
brake sensor problem and a private 
hire vehicle licensed by Wolverhamp¬ 
ton Council was issued with a prohi¬ 
bition notice for two defective tyres. 

Footgolf is extended 
to an 18-hole course 

A FOOTGOLF course has doubled 
in size. Valley Cycles and Leisure 
introduced the nine-hole course at 
Sandwell Valley using its pitch and 
putt golf course in April last year. 

Now the firm and Sandwell Council 
have worked together to increase the 
course to 18 holes. 

The course is available every week¬ 
end, during school holidays and Bank 
Holidays, from April to October. Cost 
is £8 or £6 for under 16s and over 60s. 
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Last opportunity to get your concrete 
imprint and tarmac driveway protected, 
cleaned and sealed before the winter 

Call BTF now to see how much money we can save you on your driveway or patio. 


AT BTF CLEANING WE SPECIALISE IN CLEANING, REPAIRING, 
RECOLOURING & SEALING DRIVEWAYS & PATIOS. 

Our expert knowledge and experience brings back to life the most dull & worn of driveways & patios. 
We also specialise in cleaning all uPVC conservatories, gutters, fascias & soffits. 


www.btfcleaningservices.co.uk 

Narrow Lane, Halesowen, West Midlands. B62 9ND 


CLEANING SERVICES LIMITED 


Tel/Fax No: 01384 568345 
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Affordable 

Windows 




Great quality. Great service. Great price! 


crw^Koriw Ltd 


ANY ONE OF THESE DOORS 
SUPPLIED AND FITTED 

£7491 

INCLUDING HARDWARE 



• Windows • Composite Doors • 

Conservatories • Porches • Repairs 

W 10 year insurance V" Reasons to choose Affordable 

backed guarantee V" Free quotation 

w Energy efficient If' FENSA registered 

t Trusted service 

For your FREE quotation, call us now on Wolverhampton 

( 01902 ) 827879 / 07710 434223 

We also fit in: Dudley, Tipton, Sedgley, Wombourne, Wolverhampton, 
Oldbury, Kinsgwinford, Walsall, West Bromwich, Wednesbury 

Reaistered office: Affordable Windows Doors & Conservatories 

U ^ ? kf±T 101 Tipton Road, Sedgley West Midlands, DY3 1 BZ i 

Registered Company Telephone: 01902 827879 | Email: affordablewdc@hotmail.com | www.wolverhamptonwindows.co.uk 
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IN MY VIEW 


with Mark Andrews 


Buses that 
will drive 
you round 
the bend 

A BLANKET 20mph speed limit in Dudley 
town centre is one of the more eye-catch¬ 
ing plans in the exciting new transport 
plan for the West Midlands Combined 
Authority. 

Personally, I don’t think this goes any¬ 
where near enough. What we really need 
is a man in a top hat walking in front of 
every car while carrying a red flag. 

□ □□ 

THE other two priorities in the transport 
plan seem to be bendy buses and an ex¬ 
tension to the Midland Metro tram link. 

Bendy buses were tried in London 
some years ago, and scrapped in favour 
of traditional double-decker buses. Com¬ 
plaints included that they were unsuited 
to the narrow streets and tight bends of 
urban areas, and also that they could be 
a danger, particularly to cyclists. 

Trams are great for getting from one 
part of a large city to another, you only 
have to look at their success in places 
like Amsterdam or Berlin, and I’m sure 
that a similar, comprehensive tram net¬ 
work would be equally as successful in, 
say, Birmingham, although it would be 
very expensive to implement. 

But as a way of travelling between 
towns and cities? Waste of time, far too 
slow. After all, why would you spend 45 
minutes on the Midland Metro from Wol¬ 
verhampton to Birmingham, when you 
can get there on the train in a third of that 
time? 

nnn 

AS a rule, I’m all for tougher discipline 
in schools, but I can’t help but think that 
Barry Smith, the new headmaster of Yar¬ 
mouth High School which is said to be 
one of the worst schools in the country, 
has bitten off more than he can chew. 

He has made headlines with strict new 
rules insisting that pupils must be in bed 
by 9.30pm every day, and up at 6.30am. 
Good luck telling teenagers that. 

And how exactly is he going to enforce 
it? Are he and his staff going to visit every 
pupil’s house - some of them as old as 
16 - to check they are going to bed and 
getting up at the right time? If so, hats off 
to him for his dedication. 

One can’t help but suspect, though, 
that it is just an idle threat that it will make 
no difference whatsoever to the young¬ 
sters’ sleeping habits. 

And it was my understanding that one 
of the first things they tell you at teacher 
training college is your authority is under¬ 
mined forever the moment you make a 
threat you are not prepared to carry out. 

Sir - must do better. 


Nothing to do with central heating, it’s all those cakes 



Obesity? No Prue-f 
is in the pudding 


PRUE Leith, the Bake Off judge, pins the blame 
on our “centrally-heated houses and sedentary 
lifestyle” for contributing to obesity. Nothing to 
do with all those cakes, then? 

IF you’re hungry, thirsty, cold and wet and liv¬ 
ing in terror of looters in some storm-ravaged 
outpost of Empire in the Caribbean, what is ab¬ 
solutely the last thing you need? Dead right - 
Boris Johnson. And although the British troops 
accompanying the Foreign Secretary smile du¬ 
tifully for the cameras, if you speak privately to 
any soldier or officer, they’ll tell you that noth¬ 
ing cocks-up a carefully-planned relief mission 
quite like a VIP visit. The Morse code message 
from the Caribbean was not so much SOS as 
BOB. I bet you can decode that. 

DEVON & Cornwall Police are discussing a 
merger with Dorset Police. This will reduce the 
number of forces in England and Wales to 42. 
That’s right, 42. We have one Parliament, one 
law and one court system, but 42 constabular¬ 
ies. All have their own little empires and chief 
constables, deputy chief constables, commis¬ 
sioners and their deputies. It is madness. The 
sooner we have a national police force, the bet¬ 
ter. 

AND if you want proof, look no further than 
the disgraceful “lockdown” in Cromer last 
month when a gang of travellers brought ter¬ 
ror to the seaside town. By common consent 
Norfolk Police were rubbish. And what makes 
their performance even worse is that they were 
warned, by Suffolk Police, that the travellers 
were on their way. One constabulary was glad 
to get the troublemakers off its patch, anoth¬ 
er constabulary was unprepared to deal with 
them. Fragmented policing betrays the people. 


THE BEST OF 
PETER RHODES 



WELCOME back, Upstart Crow (BBC2) 
starring David Mitchell as the young William 
Shakespeare in a period sitcom stuffed with 
great gags and sub-GCSE literary references. In 
contrast, Mitchell’s wife, Victoria Coren Mitchell, 
presents the eye-wateringly difficult quiz show 
Only Connect, also on BBC2. I cannot think of 
another showbiz marriage where the husband’s 
TV series makes you feel clever and the wife’s 
makes you feel stupid. They must have an inter¬ 
esting relationship. 

A FEW days ago it was reported that Barclays 
were issuing cheque books with a message urg¬ 
ing customers to switch to hi-tech online bank¬ 
ing: “It’s a high-tech world, so why use a low- 
tech cheque?” The very next day brought the 
headlines: “Up to 44 million Britons may have 
had their data stolen in massive cyber attack.” 
See the connection? Some of us low-tech ne¬ 
anderthals would rather keep our sovereigns 
under the bed than create any electronic link 
between our hard-earned money and the global 
den of thieves that is the internet. 


viewed a retired farmer for his Chat Show (Ra¬ 
dio 4) So the farm, was it arable or did you quite 
like it? 

THE expression “as thick as thieves” de¬ 
scribes the tendency of dishonest people to mix 
with their own sort. It’s a confusing expression 
because so many thieves are, well, simply thick. 
Take the morons who stole a narrow boat from 
its mooring near Napton in rural Warwickshire. 
A 50ft steel boat with a diesel engine is hardly 
the ideal getaway vehicle. It goes pudda-pudda 
rather noisily, hits 4mph if you’re lucky and there 
is no chance of turning around, branching off or 
flogging it to someone. Having nicked a narrow- 
boat you are locked into the waterway network 
and there is no escape, especially when, as in 
this case, the owner sets up a Facebook alert. 
Sure enough, the vessel was found a couple of 
miles down the cut where police found “signs 
of cannabis use” and took fingerprints and DNA 
samples. 

DNA is like diamonds. It’s forever. The 
dope-smoking dopes know if they are ever ar¬ 
rested for anything at any time in the future and 
DNA tested, they will be charged with the boat 
theft. It’s a sort of life sentence on the hopeless¬ 
ly thick, and serve ‘em right. 


SHORTHAND experts are being invited to 
study notes made by the great polar explorer Sir 
Ernest Shackleton. Good luck with that. Shack- 
leton’s notes are 114 years old and, as any hack 
will confirm, shorthand starts to decay after a 
couple of days. 

I LOVED Tim Vine’s one-liner as he inter- 


A GUARDIAN columnist who was a great 
fan of the Greenham Common peace camp of 
the 1980s writes a piece headlined: “Why an¬ 
ti-nuclear protests need an urgent revival.” Not 
all her readers are convinced. As one puts it, 
tongue firmly in cheek: “If there is one thing that 
will stop North Korea it is a load of women in 
monkey boots eating lentils in a field.” 


TALXjNGPOIN^^ 

Don’t let 
ref pay the 
Denalty for 
Deing gay 

THE name of Ryan Atkin would not mean 
a lot to those who follow football. He’s 
probably known even less outside the 
game. 

However, he has made what could 
prove to be a monumental decision. He’s 
a referee. And he’s also admitted he is 
gay. Atkin coming out has reopened the 
debate about homophobia surrounding 
what is known as the beautiful game - 
and sport in general. 

Of course, his sexuality, like anyone 
else’s, should not really be a matter of 
concern to other people. But, in an era, 
and industry, where being openly gay 
is still rare, more has to be made of his 
admission. In such a male-orientated en¬ 
vironment, it’s certainly a bold statement 
to make. 

This year marks the 50th anniversary 
of the beginning of decriminalisation of 
homosexuality in England and Wales, yet 
people in all walks of life are still afraid 
to come out for fear of abuse. It’s hard 
to believe that such attitudes exist in the 
21st century. 

Sportsmen coming out have been few 
and far between. Athlete Colin Jackson 
and rugby player Gareth Thomas, former 
Villa player Thomas Hitzlsperger, US soc¬ 
cer player Robbie Rogers and diver Tom 
Daley are among the notable exceptions, 
but few, if any, come out while still at the 
height of their career. 

I am sure that for the above sportsmen, 
their announcements would have lifted 
a weight off their shoulders, and at the 
same time earning them more respect 
and a host of new supporters. 

For campaigners, Atkin’s admission is 
a starting point in getting others to open 
up and be accepted. But there is still a 
long way to go. 

Ryan Mather is the founder of Hud¬ 
dersfield Town’s LBGT+ group and be¬ 
lieves it is a positive step forward as fans 
look for a role model. 

Atkin himself will be taking charge of 
games in the National League North and 
South divisions this season, but can also 
operate at up to Championship level as 
a fourth official. This, to a certain extent, 
would take him out of the firing line for 
abuse. Referees suffer enough of this 
as it is, so to be a referee and gay really 
does take some bottle. It’s an admirable 
decision. Campaigners feel it could lead 
to others, even Premiership officials, to 
open up and they hope Atkin could be a 
champion of their cause. 

My own view is that Atkin, by coming 
out, is taking a stand against the prej¬ 
udiced bullies. And he’s more of a man 
than the abusers will ever be. 

MARK SHIPP 



Free Laminate Flooring 
& External Paint 
Prices start from 

£2495 


> Old Buildings Removed 

> Asbestos Disposal 

> Base Laying Service 

> Free Quotations 




Wooden 

Sheds 



Prices from 

6ft x 4ft £274 
7ft x 5ft £309 
8ft x 6ft £344 



Concrete 

Garages 


FREE 

FITTING 



Prices from 

Single Garage 
16ft x 8ft 


£1699 

£3299 


• Made to Measure 
and Insulated Options 

* Quality* 

> Huge Range 


Show site (open 7 days): Tildasley Street, 
West Bromwich B70 9SJ (Next to Staples) 


SHEDS • GARAGES * GARPEM 


Summer 

Houses 


l, 



Verandah 


Prices from 

7ft x 5ft £599 

8ft x 6ft £725 Verandah 
8ft x 8ft £789 Verandah 


Visit our website: 

www.bettabuildings.co.uk 


Log Cabins view 

& Garden Rooms ^line 





Fitting service available 

Wall Log 44mm T&G 
Double Glazed 
Insulated Options 



MS » LOG CABINS 
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Insulted by Beeb's choice of programmes 


AT one time I was a great fan of the 
BBC. But these past years things have 
changed, so sadly, have my views. 

The recent revelations about pre¬ 
senters’ pay was another nail in the 
coffin. How anyone can be judged to 
be worth the money paid is past me. 
It wouldn’t be so bad if there was any 
talent on offer. 

There must be many young people 
who would love to get into broadcast¬ 
ing, but the same old faces block them. 
I prefer the radio to TV but even on 
radio there are some self-opinionated 
nonentities. On TV, we are subjected to 


so much reality, inane cookery shows, 
and so many repeats, How long can the 
BBC rebroadcast Homes Under the 
Hammer, or Escape to the Country? 

Every time something happens we 
get wall to wall coverage, as with Gren¬ 
fell Tower. The presenters milked that 
for every drop of emotion. The same 
whenever we have a royal or sporting 
event. They overdo everything. 

Soap operas are also the target for 
excessive emotion. Explosions, acci¬ 
dents, murders, all manner of exag¬ 
gerated bilge is broadcast, and also 
trailered endlessly. We in Britain have 


a long history of fine writers from 
Chaucer to Greene. An alien landing 
would never guess this from watching 
British TV. 

Perhaps it is time to sell off the BBC 
TV side, and put the better radio ser¬ 
vices on a reduced licence fee basis? 

I feel insulted watching the twaddle 
on ‘Auntie’ these days, and I haven’t 
even mentioned Saturday evenings! TV 
is not my only form of entertainment, 
but when I do watch I expect some¬ 
thing uplifting and entertaining. 

C K MILLWARD 

Tipton 


Spend any 
spare cash 
on elderly 

SO Sandwell Council have 
decided to back Birming¬ 
ham’s bid for the Common¬ 
wealth Games to the tune of 
£30m. 

Councillor Marshall said 
the money would come from 
a ‘variety of sources’ with a 
substantial amount coming 
from the council. What are 
these other sources? And 
what does he class as a sub¬ 
stantial amount? 

If the council has money 
to spare why are they con¬ 
tinuing to make cuts in 
all area? Surely any spare 
money would be better 
spent on the welfare of the 
elderly and disabled in the 
borough, not wasted on an 
event which the majority of 
residents would be unable to 
attend because of the cost. 

A simple question to 
Councillor Marshall and the 
rest of his team; tell us we’re 
the money is coming from. 
What departments in the 
borough would have to have 
further cuts made to satisfy 
their ego trip? 

KEITH V JOYCE 

Wednesbury 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


POST 


EMAIL 


Sandwell Chronicle, 
Chronicle Editorial, 
51-53 Queen Street 
Wolverhampton, WV11ES 


sandwell.chronicle@ 

expressandstar.co.uk 


Letters should be brief and MUST include name, address and telephone 
number. The Editor reserves the right to condense letters. 

Code of Practice: Our policy is to correct errors as soon as we 
can. The Chronicles adhere to the Editors’ Code of Practice, 
which can be seen at www.ipso.co.uk. If you are unhappy with 
the accuracy of a story, write to The Editor, Chronicles, 51-53 
Gueen Street, Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES 


Time the BBC was 
given a clear-out 

I’VE always been a strong BBC supporter but I think it is 
time the corporation was given a good clean out and some¬ 
one checked where they’re spending their unearned gains. 

As well as wasting a fortune from licence payers’ fees and 
taking families for two-week holidays to Australia and New 
Zealand, the service then employs dozens of new present¬ 
ers. Every day another seems to be employed. You don’t 
need to speak good English just be young, female; from an 
ethnic minority and/or suffer some sort of disability. 

Why should licence payers be footing the bill for paying 
Chris Evans £750,000 per year for working two to three 
hours a day and Claudia Winkleman £250,000 who is only 
around for a few months each year? What it need is a mar¬ 
athon clear out of two thirds of its presenters. 

HELENA CAMWELL 
Tividale 


No idea of 
gambling 
industry 

LABOUR would ban gam¬ 
bling adverts on football 
shirts. Well that’s one ur¬ 
gent matter out of the way, 
never mind the North Korea 
nuclear threat or the com¬ 
pensation the EU wants. 

What about money lend¬ 
ers, or pay day loans, even 
banks that have been 
plundering overdrafts and 
savings, or motor manufac¬ 
turers polluting the air and 
telling porkies about it? 

I could go on. Arms deal¬ 
ers, pharmaceutical crooks 
over-charging the NHS, or 
supermarkets poisoning 
sausages, it seems that for 
some reason gambling is 
high on Labour’s hit list of 
punishment. 

So do they think it will 
stop kids playing the ma¬ 
chines or, like me, having a 
few bob on a Yankee? No.La¬ 
bour has no idea about the 
gambling industry or how it 
goes about its business. Few 
people even bother what’s 
on their club’s shirt, it’s 
about how many they score. 

S T VAUGHAN 
Yard ley Wood 



• Windows 

• Composite Doors 

• Porches 

• Patio Doors 

• Conservatories 

• Window & Door 
Repairs 

• Fascias/ 
Guttering 

• Building Work 

• Misted-up Units 


****«&<& 




Established over 20 years 

Tel: 01215442222 


97 Park Lane, Langley, Oldbury B69 4LP .window-warehouse.com 
windowwarehouses@btconnect.com 
Visit our showroom: Mon-Fri 8am-6pm Sat 8am-1pm 



INTERNET PRICES IN STORE 



5 PIECE SET VANITY UNIT, 
SINK, TOILET & SOFT CLOSE 
SEAT, TOILET UNIT 

► £ 199.00 


FULL BATHROOM SUITE 
BASIN, BATH, 
TOILET & SOFT 
CLOSE SEAT 

£ 199.00 



FREE TILES 

ON ALL FULLY INSTALLED 
KITCHENS & BATHROOMS* 


HURRY! 

SEPTEMBER INSTALLATION 
DATES STILL AVAILABLE* 


REPLACEMENT 
KITCHEN DOORS 

FROM £10.00* 


LESS ABLED 

BATH TO SHOWER 
CONVERSIONS 


LARGE SELECTION 

OF COMFORT 
HEIGHT WC’S 


interia 

KITCHENS & BATHROOMS 


POTTERS LANE, WEDNESBURY, 
REAR OF MECCA BINGO, WS10 7LH 

Call now for your FREE SURVEY 



0121 505 1132 


www.interiadesigns.co.uk 


You are invited to listen to a Bible talk on 

Does the world 
have a hope? 

Look up! Lift up your heads! 
For your redemption 
draws near! 


1 October 2017 
God willing 
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High-speed death crash driver 
given 10-year jail sentence 


A PERSONAL trainer who sped along the busy Wolverhamp¬ 
ton Road at ‘motorway speeds’ has been jailed for 10 years 
for causing the death of an elderly man. 

Kamran Raja was driving the four-litre Audi Quattro S4 at 79mph 
on the 40mph stretch of the A4123 in Warley on April 2 last year. 

The Audi, which had its roof down, smashed into a Honda Jazz being driven 
by 85-year-old Edward Harris, who was travelling home from church. He had 
- been to church and had dropped his 


18,000 left 
to wait too 
long in A&E 

MORE than 18,000 patients were left 
waiting in A&E for more than four 
hours at Sandwell and City Hospitals 
during the first six months of 2017. 

Sandwell’s NHS trust has failed to 
meet the nationwide target on A&E 
waiting times for the past two years 
and is continuing to struggle. 

Bosses have targeted reaching the 
95 per cent target by next year but fig¬ 
ures show the problem has got worse 
in the past 12 months, with double 
the amount of patients waiting more 
than four hours in May and June com¬ 
pared to the same period in 2016. 

Just 83 per cent of patients were 
treated within four hours in June. 

Toby Lewis, chief executive at 
Sandwell and West Birmingham Hos¬ 
pitals NHS Trust, said: “We have put 
in place considerable efforts to reduce 
waiting times in A&E.” 


daughter off minutes earlier, giving 
her a final kiss goodbye. 

Both cars were lifted off the road 
and the Honda was propelled nearly 
100ft from where the crash took place 
at the junction with Castle Road East. 

The great-grandfather, who lived 
nearby, was able to walk from his car 
but died the next day at the Queen 
Elizabeth Hospital in Birmingham 
after suffering ‘multiple organ failure’. 

Disqualified 

Raja, aged 37, of Gospel Farm Road, 
Acocks Green, had denied causing 
death by dangerous driving and had 
been standing trial at Wolverhampton 
Crown Court before changing his plea. 
He was sentenced to 10 years in prison 
and disqualified from driving for five 
years following his release. 

The court heard the father-of-four, 
who worked at three gyms in Bir¬ 
mingham, had a long record of pre¬ 
vious driving offences for which he 
had spent some time behind bars, in¬ 
cluding having lied to police about his 
identity. 

Prosecutor, Mr Antonie Muller, 
added: “This was motorway speeds on 
a residential road.” 

In defence, Mr Graeme Simpson 
said his client had been ‘devastated’ 
by what he did. 


Road closed after bus hits lamppost 



A bus crashed into a lamppost in West Bromwich leaving it with a smashed windscreen. Pic by John Kennett 


A BUS was left with a shattered wind¬ 
screen after it hit a lamppost in the 
Black Country. 

The Blue Diamond number 16 ser¬ 
vice to Hamstead via Hockley hit the 
lamppost in West Bromwich, just after 
7pm last Tuesday, police said. 

The scene, which shows the bus’s 
front windscreen mangled on the floor 


and the front of the vehicle partially 
crushed, crashed just outside Sandwell 
Central Sixth College campus which 
sits along New Street. 

One police car attended, having re¬ 
ceived a call at 7pm, and the road was 
closed. No arrests were made and no 
one reported to have been injured. 

A police cordon and traffic cones 


were placed to shut off the road with a 
removal truck also on the scene. 

Sandwell Council said it would cost 
several thousands of pounds to sort 
out the damage, with repairs to the 
street light and granite slabs having to 
take place. The cost could be charged 
to the bus operator or its insurance 
company, it added. 


Catalogue 
of cruelty 
ends in jail 

A CONTROLLING thug who left his 
partner a nervous wreck after a cat¬ 
alogue of cruelty has been jailed for 
three years. 

Steven Nightingale stubbed out 
cigarettes on the 52-year-old, causing 
permanent scarring, Wolverhampton 
Crown Court heard. 

The victim lost a tooth, had clumps 
of hair torn from her head and was 
spat on during a string of beatings, 
said Mr David Bennett, prosecuting. 

The 46-year-old, of Oxford Street, 
Wednesbury, branded the woman a 
cripple, banned her from using a stick 
when they went out together and 
threatened to kill her. Abuse about 
her weight drove the terrified victim 
to lose seven stone in less than four 
months. 

She gave the defendant hundreds of 
pounds, paid his bills, bought his food 
and beer while being turned into his 
‘skivvy’, the court heard. 

Nightingale cut her family links, 
took her phone and stopped her at¬ 
tending medical appointments. She 
was too frightened to get injuries 
treated until her niece saw the results 
of beatings meted out on two succes¬ 
sive days. She finally went to hospital. 

Police were alerted when doctors 
spotted her injuries. The woman, who 
suffers from diabetes, epilepsy and 
mental health problems, has since had 
surgery on an ear injury. 

Nightingale admitted behaving in 
a controlling and coercive way and 
pleaded guilty to battery and assault. 

Miss Seamran Kaur Sidhu, defend¬ 
ing, said: “He now realises if he sticks 
to his medication and stays off alcohol 
he can live normally.” 


Longthorne show 

ENTERTAINER Joe Longthorne per¬ 
forms at Wednesbury Town Hall on 
October 6. He will be supported by 
local singer Helen James. Contact the 
box office on 01215 564914. 





VERY 


Make the RIGHT decision this Autumn and give RYDALE a ring... 


Cleaning Services now available to restore 
all your uPVC products. Guttering and 
Driveways cleaning available. 


No deposits or stage payments, you only pay 
when the installation has been completed 


Windows, Doors, 
Conservatories, 
Orangeries, Porches, 
Fascias and 
Soffit Boards 


Visit one of the largest conservatory 
and window shrowrooms in the UK 


Supplied & Fitted... 
across the Midlands 


Repair Service 
Available 


Replace the existing roof on 
your conservatory and create a 
comfortable environment and a 
room you can use all year round 


Every window and conservatory is custom made to the most rigorous quality standards you will find in the 
industry. No other company in the area has more experience and know how than Rydale, and that’s why we 
have been in business for more than 30 years. 


MASSIVE DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE ON OCTOBER INSTALLATIONS 











































Pageant hopeful has 
fundraising purpose 



Miss England hopeful Isobel Lines 17,of Wednes- 
bury, is raising funds for Beauty With A Purpose 


A TEENAGER is vying for a shot at becoming Miss Eng¬ 
land. Isobel Lines, aged 17, from Wednesbury, has been 
raising funds for charity ahead of the Miss Worcestershire 
finals in October. 

The current holder of Miss Black Country Social Media, 
she has 3,000 followers online, has already raised £500 for 
the Miss England charity Beauty With A Purpose. 

She said: “I first started back in April, I did Miss Black 
Country and I won Miss Social Media where I had to get the 
most votes on social media. I have raised more than £500 
for disadvantaged children for Beauty With A Purpose. I 
want to get to £1,000 by November.” 

A student at Stuart Bathurst sixth form in Wednesbury, 
Isobel has competed at the Horse of the Year show at the 
NEC for the last eight years. Vote for her at uk.virginmon- 
eygiving.com/fundraiser-web/fundraiser/showFundraiser- 
ProfilePage. action?userUrl=IsobelLines 


Care firm 
ordered to 
improve or 
face closure 


A HOME care company has been placed into 
special measures after a raft of failings were 
uncovered during an inspection prompted by 
a resident’s death. 

The Care Quality Commission says doors were left 
unlocked at homes of elderly and vulnerable people, 
who did not always receive the correct medicine. 


The CQC adds allegations 
of abuse were not properly 
reported by Great Care 
Home Health Care Services. 
It was given an ‘inadequate’ 
rating in terms of safety and 
leadership, as well as over¬ 
all. 

Concerns 

The West Bromwich com¬ 
pany has been told it must 
show signs of improvement 
over the next six months or 
face the prospect of closure. 

Great Care, which pro¬ 
vides care at homes across 
the borough, as well as in 
Birmingham and Worcester¬ 
shire, was inspected follow¬ 
ing a death which is being 
investigated by the police 
and which the CQC said ‘in¬ 
dicated potential concerns 
about the management of 
the service and the safety of 


By Richard Guttrid ge 

people’. The visit led to the 
health watchdog flagging up 
concerns regarding how peo¬ 
ple were looked after. 

It said staff did not al¬ 
ways ensure doors were 
locked and keys kept safe 
when they left, some resi¬ 
dents didn’t receive planned 
check-up calls and there was 
no effective system to mon¬ 
itor missed calls. It added 
medicines were not always 
given as prescribed. 

Further concerns were 
raised over the reporting of 
abuse, while staff were not 
always sure how allegations 
should be recorded. 

The company provided 
care in 48 homes at the time 
of the inspection. No one 
from the company was avail¬ 
able for comment. 



Passenger Services 


HIRE A MINIBUS FOR YOUR GROUP 
TRAVEL ADVENTURES. 



With CT Passenger services 
you can hire: 

■ Accesslbie and non-accosslble 
minibuses 

‘Available Monday to Sunday 
day & night 

-At competitive prices 



Our minibuses can be hired on a seif drive basis or with a friendly 
and professional driver, who can get you from A to B with ease. 


For more information on group 
travel services call our 
Sandwell office on 
0845-209-0191 

Or visit our website: 
www.ctpassenger.org 


Our minibus hire services are available across Sandwell. 
Birmingham and Wolverhampton 

CT PfMengir **rvlc*e Is a dlvml©• of the cfeartty Community Transport Charity number 947191 


ADVERTORIAL 


Has Your Double 
Glazing Steamed Up? 


Established for over a decade 
Cloudy2Clear windows have 
become a leading company 
for glass replacement. Issues 
with double glazing can 
often be gradual and may 
only be noticed during a 
clear sunny day or during 
the winter. A failed glass unit 
may no longer provide you 
with the protection you need 
or be energy efficient. Why 
not spend a few minutes 
checking your home to see if 
you have any failed double 
glazing? If you act now you 
can avoid these problems. 

Now, you may think you 
need to replace the whole 


window including the frames 
and all the hardware, however 
Cloudy2Clear have come up 
with a simple and cost saving 
solution... Just replace the 
glass!! 

If you see condensation 
in your windows just visit 
our website or give us a 
call on 0800 61 21 118. We 
will send out our highly 
experienced engineers for a 
free no obligation quote. A 
Cloudy2Clear quote takes 
on average no longer than 
20 minutes. Once the quote is 
completed, we will sit down with 
you and explain the problem 
and tell you how we can fix 


it. With years of experience 
Cloudy 2Clear have a wealth of 
knowledge and are recognised 
as a Which Trusted Trader, 
plus our work is backed by 
an industry leading 25 year 
guarantee. Cloudy2Clear also 
replace faulty locks handles 
and hinges on all windows and 
doors. 

Your friendly local 
Cloudy2Clear specialist 
is James Stanley and 
he services Walsall and 
surrounding areas. 

So, if your windows are 
steamed up, broken or damaged 
give James a call for a free 
quotation on 0800 61 21118. 


CloudylClear 
GUARANTEE All 
Customers That An 
Average Quote Will 
Take No Longer Than 
20 MINS!!! 




MASSIVE CLEARANCE 
NO SENSIBLE OFFER REFUSED 


• Decking 50 x 75 cl 6/c24 

• 2500mm long 32 x 125mm 
( 26 x 118mm Fin Size ) 
Softwood Tanalith E Treated 
Decking to FSC 

20 % margin 

• 994mm long 32 x 125mm 
( 26 x 118mm Fin Size ) 
Softwood Tanalith E Treated 
Decking to FSC 

20 % margin 

• 47 x 75mm Planed Eased 
Edge C16/C24 Carcassing 
FSC 4.8 long 20 % margin 

1 Slatwall 

( monsoon contract) 10 x 4 

• 9mm V grooved mdf 
boarding 8x4 

• Lueerenburg veneers 
10 x 4 & 8 x 4 

• Shower panel 8x4 

• Pre primed Kota skirting and 
architrave. 4200 long various 
widths 


i 



I 



T: 0121 552 7788 
F: 0121 544 7186 
E: birmingham@laver.co.uk 

www.laveronline.co.uk 
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Suzy Evans and Owen Richards’ fundraising recognised 



Hi© Block Country 

sport & physical actMt 

AWARDS 




2016 winner - paralympian Jordanne Whiley MBE 



Last year’s guest of honour Kristian Thomas 


Cycling legend Hugh Porter has been honoured 


Search for unsung heroes 


THE search has begun for 
the sportsmen and women 
and the unsung heroes in 
the Black Country that go 
the extra mile. 

Voting has opened on the annual 
prestigious awards which honours 
the Black Country’s brightest 
sports stars. Members of the pub¬ 
lic are being urged to put forward 
their nominations ahead of the 
Black Country Sport and Physical 


Activity Awards. A total of 10 cat¬ 
egories are included in this year’s 
awards, two more than last year, 
with the winners to be announced 
at a ceremony on November 10 at 
the Copthorne Hotel in Dudley. 

The awards are organised by Ac¬ 
tive Black Country, which is the 
sporting arm of the Black Country 
Local Enterprise Partnership. 

The awards cover a wide range of 
aspects in the sporting world, from 
focusing on individual athletes and 


coaches to sports clubs and schools 
or shining stars to behind-the- 
scenes volunteers. 

The main aim is to ensure people 
from the Black Country who have 
contributed a lot to sport be given 
their well-deserved moment in the 
spotlight. 

Previous winners have included 
Olympic gymnast Kristian Thomas, 
tennis player Jordanne Whiley and 
fundraisers Suzy Evans and son 
Owen Richards. 


A spokesman for the event said: 
“Active Black Country is urging 
people to put forward their local 
sporting heroes, especially those 
whose lives have been improved 
through the power of physical ac¬ 
tivity and sport. 

“There are thousands of people 
across the Black Country doing 
fantastic things to inspire people to 
lead healthy, fun and active lives, 
from netball to boccia, football to 
zumba. 


“Active Black Country want to 
recognise those individuals and 
organisations, whether they are 
coaching future talent, reaching 
out to less advantaged people, or 
achieving sporting success of their 
own. But we need you to nominate 
them.” 

The deadline for the nominations 
is midnight on October 3. Visit 
www.activeblackcountry.co.uk/ 
events/black-country-sport-physi- 
cal-activity-awards-2017/ 


Categories 
to nominate 
people for 

THE 10 categories in the Black Country Sport 
and Physical Activity Awards are: 

1 Coach of the Year: This award recognises 
the achievements of a paid or unpaid coach who 
has made a significant impact on those they have 
coached. 

2 Community Club of the Year: This award 
recognises a community sports club that pro¬ 
vides a high quality sports environment achieved 
through supporting coaches and volunteers. 

3 Community Impact Award: This award 
recognises a sport and/or physical activity project 
which uses innovative approaches to improve the 
lives of Black Country people not usually active. 

4 Sports Personality of the Year: This cate¬ 
gory is for sports people who have displayed excel¬ 
lence in their chosen sport, ie county champions, 
national and international athletes. Must be 19 
or older. 

5 Aspiring Athlete of the Year: This award 
recognises a young person (including disability 
athletes/players) who has progressed and excelled 
in his/her sport and is a positive role model to 
others. 

6 The Power of Sport Award: This award 
recognises an individual whose life has signifi¬ 
cantly improved through being more active. In the 
past 18 months, the individual will be have made 
improvements to their life as a direct result of it. 

7 Unsung Hero: This award recognises those 
who give up their time for free making participat¬ 
ing in sport and physical activity possible for the 
community. 

8 Sportivate Project of the Decade: This 
category has been developed to enable Sportivate 
deliverers from over the years to submit a nomi¬ 
nation for their project. 

9 Satellite Club of the Year: This award rec¬ 
ognises a satellite club that has excelled over the 
past 12 months. 

10 School of the Year: This award recognises 
schools that have used physical education or phys¬ 
ical activity or sport as part of their school targets. 

For full details go to www.ac tiveblackcountry. 
co.uk/events/black-country-sport-physical-activi- 
ty-awards-2017 



Make sure you’re not paying over 
the odds with your current provider. 

If you’ve never or rarely switched your energy tariff, you could be paying 
more than you need to for your energy. 

Standard tariff customers in your area could save around £218 per year 
by moving to our Online Fixed Saver January 2019 tariff* 

See if you could get a better energy deal with ScottishPower today. 

Call us free on 0800 027 0146 or visit 
scotti sh powe r.co.u k/ti metoswitch 


*T&Cs apply. Saving based on average pricing of the domestic Standard Variable Tariff of Britain's six large energy suppliers in the Midlands area using 
Ofgem's typical average annual consumption of 3,100 kWh of Standard rate electricity and 12,500 kWh of gas each year and paying by monthly Direct 
Debit compared to our Online Fixed Saver January 2019 tariff. Excludes pre-payment customers. Includes VAT at the current rate of 5%. Scottish 
Power's tariffs are subject to availability and may be withdrawn from sale at any time. Savings correct at 1st Sept 2017; includes new Standard Variable 
Tariff price for British Gas customers effective from 15th Sept 2017. 
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At (ousins we've got a really big 
store full of CittCe wotuteri... 


EXTRA 

DISCOUNTS 

OFF ALL SALE PRICES 


Hurry, take advantage of extra discounts off all sale prices, 
there's many one-off deals with limited stocks available. 

Plus pay nothing for a year, no deposit, interest free. 


Autumn Sale offer is now in its Final Week 


AINSLIE DOUBLE BEDSTEAD WITH STORAGE 
Normal £779 | Sale £579 


Visit our website to view 

our Autumn 2017 Brochure 


ousins 


Open 7 days a week | Late Nights: Tuesday & Thursday until 8pm 
Birmingham Warwick Road, Tyseley. Bll 2EW. T: 0121 765 3300 
Dudley Hall Street, DY2 8NW. T: 01384 451500 

www.cousinsfurniture.co.uk 


Established 1985 


AUTUMN SALE 


0% APR REPRESENTATIVE 

Deferred Interest Free Credit available on all orders over £500. Subject to status. All balances must be paid in September 2018 on the date specified at the time of purchase. Written details on 
request. Offer not available on clearance items, in store concessions or web specials. Some items are subject to one per household and only available in limited colours, or the colours shown 
in this advert. Prices in this advert are valid until 01.10.17. See website for Price Promise details. 


PRICE 

PROMISE 


Our price promise 
to you, we won't be 
beaten on price! * 


FREE PARKING 
INSTORE RESTAURANT 
LARGE STOCKS 
IMMEDIATE DELIVERY 


TRUSTED MERCHANT 

2016 

★ ★★★★ 


feefo 
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From left, Andrew Smith, Natasia Fernandez, Luke Bailey and Adam Tindill 


Vicki Hughes and Mark Evans from Coventry 


From left Nikul Lai, Ajay Sameer and Vik Lai from Wolverhampton 


From left Matthew Scott, Emily James, Rebecca Nicholas, James Nicholas 



Joseph Rowley and Lucy Heritage Hundreds turned out for the event at the Tipton Road museum 


Peaky Blinders take over museum 


FLAT caps and waistcoats were the 
dress code as the Black Country 
Living Museum was taken over by 
gangsters and their molls during its 
Peaky Blinders weekend. 

The museum paid homage to the 
hit BBC TV series, which is partly 
filmed at the Tipton Road site, as 
hundreds turned out to sample the 
underworld lifestyle of 1920s Brum. 


The site was altered to become a 
dark and menacing scene, with props 
from the show also featuring. 

Police officers armed with trun¬ 
cheons were running around after 
the bad guys as visitors watched a 
re-enactment of scenes from the crit¬ 
ically-acclaimed show. 

Fans were also allowed to stroll 
around the set and take a peek inside 


Shelby’s scrap metal yard, where ille¬ 
gal goods are moved along the Black 
Country canal network. 

A statement on the museum’s 
Facebook page said: “Thousands of 
Peaky Blinders fans descended on 
the museum to dance and laugh the 
night away. Cheers to our visitors - 
you all looked a million dollars.” 

The event remained as popular as 


ever with tickets for both Friday and 
Saturday night selling out. 

Family 

Peaky Blinders stars actor Cillian 
Murphy as Birmingham gangster 
Tommy Shelby alongside such stars 
as Tom Hardy, Helen McCrory and 
Staffordshire-born Paddy Considine. 

The show has filmed at the Black 


Country Living Museum during 
every one of its seasons. 

The Shelbys and co will return 
to TV screens for Peaky Blinders’ 
fourth season next month. 

Fans will find out how Tommy will 
make good on his promise to protect 
his family following the dramatic de¬ 
nouement of season three. 


Shining light on 
borough with 
festive contract 

COUNCILLORS were this week being 
asked to shed light on a new contract for 
festive illuminations across Sandwell. 

A four-year contract to supply Christmas 
in each of the borough’s six towns, as well 
as neighbourhoods, was being considered 
by cabinet yesterday (Wednesday). 

Deputy leader Councillor Syeda Khatun 
said: “Our current contract is coming to an 
end, so this is an opportunity to brighten up 
the borough with updated lights and great 
switch-on events from 2018 onwards.” 

A report to cabinet says the current 
contract with an external company ends 
in January 2018 and the council needs to 
start the procurement process for a new 
four-year deal. It says the current contract 
is based on a mixed hire and ownership 
basis whereby the council owns some of the 
lights and hires others with the contrac¬ 
tor responsible for installing, repairing, 
removing and storing the lights as part of 
the contract. And it adds some of the coun¬ 
cil-owned lights are reaching the end of 
their life and need replacing. 

If approved a new tender for £600,000 
over four years will be drawn up looking 
for a supplier who can provide the most 
eye-catching lights to make the most im¬ 
pact across the borough. 

Art vote to find a 
bloomin' favourite 

PEOPLE have been asked to vote for their 
favourite pieces of art produced by amateur 
artists, schools and community groups. 

The artworks formed Sandwell’s 
Bloomin’ Lovely summer arts trail. 

People can vote for their favourite by 
going to the Discover Sandwell website and 
clicking on one of six images. 

Visit discoversandwell.co.uk/blog/vote- 
bloom in-lovely-winner. 



WANTTO LEARN A 

NEW LANGUAGE? 

FREE SPANISH OR ITALIAN TASTER COURSES 

AT SANDWELL COLLEGE 
TUESDAY 19 SEPTEMRER, 6.30PM 



FULL 10 WEEK COURSE STARTS TUESDAY 26 SEPTEMBER 
2HRS, 6.30PM - 8.30PM, PRICED AT £130 


WE’RE NEXT TO THE BUS & METRO STATIONS IN WEST BROMWICH 

0800 622 006 www.sandwell.ac.uk 



CENTRAL CAMPUS, 1 SP0N LANE, WEST BROMWICH, B70 6AW 


Sandwell College 


Ofsted 

Good 

Provider 


West Bromwich % 
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COMPETITION 


Time to take 
the stress out 
of Christmas 



CHRISTMAS is around the corner! 
More to see, try, touch, taste, enjoy 
and buy at The Festive Gift Fair Christ¬ 
mas means gifts for your loved ones, 
decorations, excitement on children’s 
faces, party games, movies by the fire 
and a table fit for a festive feast. 

All can be found when the festive 
fair returns to Birmingham’s NEC, 
November 16-17, with loads of new 
stalls. And the Chronicles have 35 
pairs of tickets up for grabs. 

Often the most time-consuming part 
is finding clever presents but there’s 
no need to be stuck for ideas. There 
will be 350 stalls overflowing with 
thousands of ideas. 

There are presents for all ages - 
from babies to teenagers, and parents 
to grandparents. When your bags 
are full, you can drop them off at the 
Present creche and continue to shop, 
or stop for a bite to eat in one of the 
four catering/entertainment areas, 
where you can enjoy watching a great 


line-up of live musical acts. You’ll find 
a whole array of delicious artisan food 
and drink that you can sample, before 
you buy. 

Christmas is magic for the young 
ones and at the fair you’ll find loads of 
clever stocking fillers, toys and games 
to keep tots and schoolchildren 
amused for hours! 

Buying presents for chaps can 
sometimes be a challenge but at 
the fair you’ll find lots of choice, and 
things to pamper your mum, grandma, 
sister, best friend, wife or girlfriend. 

If you love a bit of glitz and glam, 
Prima Makeup’s glitter cosmetic 
range will be a hit. And there is a one- 
stop shop for sewing and knitting gifts 
at The Sunflower Shop. 

Go mad with the decorations. Dress 
your tree, table, hall, mantelpiece with 
twinkling fairy lights, flickering candles 
and loads of greenery. 

And Santa will be there too, along 
with a band of Christmas characters. 


mT A 


ff 


4 


l 201 j 
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HOW TO ENTER 

To be in with a chance of winning 
a pair of tickets just answer the 
following question 

Where can you leave your bags 
while you shop? 

Send your answer on a postcard 
with your name, address and phone 
number to Festive Competition, 
Chronicle editorial, 51-53 Queen 
Street, Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 
Closing date: Thursday, September 
28 . Usual rules apply 


SALE NOW ON 

UPTO 70% OFF EX DISPLAY SUITES 



FOR THE 
LESS ABLE 

Remove Existing Suite 
Replaster where needed 
Supply Walk in Cubicle 
Grab Rails, Shower Seat 
Thermostatic Shower 
All fitted & Tiled 
All Rubbish removed 


LUXURY 

MAKEOVER 

Remove Existing Suite 
Replaster where needed 
Supply & Fit Luxury Suite 
(inc. Vanity Unit) 

Wall Tiles to Ceiling 
(upto 18 sqm) 

All Rubbish removed 


ONLY £1995 I ONLY £2995 


Including VAT 


Including VAT 


atnroomsl - display dealers in- 

Utopia • Roper Rhodes • Roca • Marflow 
quality installations Burlington • Lakes and more 

NO DEPOSIT REQUIRED f free NO OBLIGATION QUOTE 

FULL PAYMENT ON COMPLETION "- 

Est 35 Years 

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM INSIDE 


QUALITY INSTALLATIONS 


SSES ©EC 


SPECIALISTS IN NEW BATHROOMS 

• Design & Planning 

• Plastering 

• Fully Fitted Service 

• Tiling 

• Plumbing 

• 7 Days Start to Finish 

• Electrical Work 

• All Work Guaranteed 


Established 35 Years 


MON - FRI 8.00am - 6.00pm SAT 8.00am - 5.30pm 

SUN 10.00am - 4.00pm Bank Holiday - 10.00am - 5.00pm 


7 Millfields Road Bilston WV14 0QJ 

Tel: 01902 401020 


Your 


'Yesss! 

saved again' 
tariff 


Save over 

£200 

on average* 






Switch to 
'Go Online 1 Year' 

v Online exclusive 
v Save over £200 on average* 

Search E.ON Energy 

G-on 


*Saving quoted is calculated for dual fuel customers on unrestricted meters, using the national 
average prices across all regions of standard variable tariffs not in receipt of payment or other 
discounts, of large suppliers at Ofgem typical domestic consumption and switching to 
E.ON Go Online 1 Year, paying by fixed monthly Direct Debit, managing account online with 
paperless billing and receiving a dual fuel discount. Not available for prepayment, gas only 
or smart pay as you go customers. 


1X9 
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BUY 

SELL 

REPAIRS 

★ GOLD & SILVER JEWELLERY 

★ SECOND HAND 9CT GOLD 

★ REPAIRS FROM AS 

★ DIAMOND JEWELLERY 

FROM £14 PER GRAM 

LITTLE AS £20 

★ SOLITAIRE DIAMOND RINGS 

(1CT + PREMIUM) 

★ INDUSTRIAL METAL WASTE 

★ WATCHES 

★ LARGE SELECTION OF 
DIAMOND JEWELLERY 

★ MADE TO ORDER 
ENGAGEMENT RINGS 

★ ANTIQUE VINTAGE 

★ WATCH SERVICING AND 
BATTERIES 

★ SOLDERS 

★ DIAMOND REPLACEMENT 

★ ASIAN JEWELLERY 

JEWELLERY 

★ RHODIUM (DIP) 


[ 


BEST RATES ON FOREIGN CURRENCY 

- Most currencies available Pay no commission 



= 1.11 uo vuumssu = 1.060 

MEOMOMHS 


Terms & Conditions Apply, Wednesbury (M6 J9) 15 Market Place, Wednesbury WS10 7AY 
Prices correct 19/9/17 Tel: 0121 556 6868 Find us on Facebook at Bowjangles Jewellery 

www.jewellersmidlands.co.uk 
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Your Chronicle 



Return coach travel from Cannock, Dudley, Walsall 
& Wolverhampton 


in association with 



CHRISTMAS AT 
KEW GARDENS 

AND LONDON 



Saturday departures, 
2 & 16 December 2017 


Quote Code: RCY920 


Price Includes... 

✓ Overnight stay at a 3 or 4 star hotel within 30 miles 
of central London with full English breakfast 

✓ Timed admission ticket to the Kew Gardens 
Illuminated Trail 

✓ Free shopping time in central London on Sunday 


2 days, by coach 

only £129 95 » 


View product online at 

www.omega-holidays.com 


Single room supplements £30pp. Subject to availability. 


CHRISTMAS 
AT DOWNTON 

& BATH CHRISTMAS MARKET 



Departing Sunday 10 December 2017 


Quote Code: WNF569 


Price Includes... 

✓ Overnight stay at a 3 or 4 star Reading/ 
Wiltshire-area hotel on a half-board basis 

✓ Admission to Highclere Castle 

✓ Free time at Bath’s Christmas Markets 

2 days, by coach 

only £139 


View product online at 

www.omega-holidays.com 


Single room supplements £30pp. Subject to availability. 


For more information or to book, please call: 

01902 902165 


f ■ ® 

OmegaHols uOmegaHols OmegaHols 

Organised by Omega Holidays pic, 
ABTAV4782. 


OPENING TIMES: 
MON-FRI 8.30-19.00 
SAT 8.30-16.00 
SUN 10.00-16.00 


Child's play as Cozy 
Coupe king of road 



Jamie Smith of Nankang Tyres in the Cozy Coupe 


THE iconic red and yellow 
Cozy Coupe has been driven 
by millions of children around 
the world - but none of them 
would have been quite like 
this one. 

Foot-power has been replaced 
by an 800cc engine, giving it a top 
speed of more than 70mph. 

And most excitingly of all the addi¬ 
tion of an anti-lock braking system, 
registration plate and driver’s airbag 
mean it is fully road legal. 

Inevitably a car designed for little 
ones to drive around the garden or in 
the park does have its drawbacks on 
the open road. 

The metal frame was not created 
with comfort in mind, there is not 
much room for luggage, and those in¬ 
side have minimal protection from the 
elements. 

Cylinder 

But these are small prices to pay for 
the chance to drive a one-of-a-kind ve¬ 
hicle which is guaranteed to draw at¬ 
tention as well as rekindle childhood 
memories. 

It is currently on loan to West Bro¬ 
mwich-based Nankang Tyres who are 
using it as a promotional tool at car 
shows up and down the country. 

Jamie Smith, who works in the 
firm’s sales department, said: “Un¬ 
derneath it is a Daewoo Matiz with 
an 800cc, three-cylinder engine, but 
as you can see there has been a lot of 
metal work done and a bit with fibre- 
glass. 

“It handles a little like a cross be¬ 
tween a go-kart and a Mini. Overall it 
handles and goes well.” 

The Cozy Coupe has recently been 
spotted out on the streets of the Black 


Country and Staffordshire including 
at a charity show in Rugeley. 

Jamie added: “When you drive 
around the corner you can just see the 
shock on people’s faces. Adults just 
point at it and smile while kids go ab¬ 
solutely crazy. A lot of adults remem¬ 
ber it fondly as being their first car. 

“Everyone recognises it as a Little 
Tikes Cozy Coupe but what really 
freaks people out is that it has a num¬ 
ber plate and that I am driving and 
that it is actually road legal.” 

The car is owned by a company in 
the south of England which has come 


to a mutually beneficial arrangement 
with Nankang Tyres. This sees the 
Cozy Coupe loaned by its owner to the 
Black Country firm whereas a Ford 
Mustang is handed the other way, also 
as a promotional tool. 

Jamie added: “When we do the car 
shows or anything like that we have 
the Coupe on our stand and we display 
our tyres around it. We met the owner 
at a car show. 

“They don’t lend it out to anyone 
but we have built a really good rela¬ 
tionship with them where we support 
each other for the car shows.” 



FILL YOUR NEXT VACANCY 
WITH OUR BRONZE FIXED PRICE 
RECRUITMENT PACKAGE 


Bronze package includes: 

• 5cm x 2 column advert in Express & Star (Thursday) 

• 5cm x 2 column advert in Chronicle of your choice 

• Two week listing on jobs.expressandstar.com 

• 5 line advert to appear in Express & Star Classified 
jobs for 5 nights 

• We will run the lineage and online advert on a daily 
basis until you fill the vacancy 

Package Price £399* 


FIXED PRICE 

RECRUITMENT 

PACKAGE 


Contact Tracey Thompson 

on 01902 319645 or email 

tracey.thompson@expressandstar.co.uk 


Express & Star 
























































TAKE THE LEAD IN OUR FOCUS ON PETS 



All aboard - time for a spot of paddle boarding 

Snap to it and 
win £100 prize 



BRITAIN is a nation of animal lovers 
- we do just adore our pets. 

Most of our homes have a pet of 
some shape and size whether it be a 
dog, cat, rabbit, budgie, hamster. In 
fact, it is said that British households 
in total host 6.6 millions dogs and 7.7 
million cats. 

And we love taking pictures of our 
beloved pets, that valued extra family 
member and often man’s - and wom¬ 
an’s - best friend. So how would you 
like to win a little extra cash to spend 
on your pet - or yourself? 

To have a chance of winning a £100 
cash prize all you have to do is send in 
one of your favourite snapshots of the 
family pet. 

It can be any animal from a dog, to a 
horse or even a spider as long as it is 
a pet belonging to you or a member of 
your family. 

You may be a dog lover such as 
Mark Doggett, from Wolverhampton, 



who snapped this stunning image of 
his dog when he took time out and they 
went paddle boarding in the evening 
sunshine. 

Or are you more of a cat lover? They 
do so like to chill as in this picture of 
Charlie relaxing. 

Our Chronicle judges are simply 
looking for interesting pictures. The 
images could be quirky, they could be 
arty, they could be cute or atmospher¬ 
ic. 

We will select 10 of our favourite 
pictures and then it is up to our read¬ 
ers to decide which picture deserves 


Just chilling - Charlie settles in 

the cash prize. Group Editor of Week¬ 
ly Titles Diane Davies said: “Don’t we 
all love to see pictures of animals? It 
doesn’t matter whether they are funny 
pictures, cute and cuddly or just fan¬ 
tastic photography, we want to see 
your pictures. 

“It is a treat for the editorial team and 
the readers to see some of your pets - 
and even better if you can win a bit of 
cash too. 

“Make us smile or even laugh with a 
snapshot or just impress us with your 
photographic prowess, we don’t mind. 
We just want to see your pictures.” 

Anyone who would like to be in with 
a chance of winning some cash and to 
show off their pets and pictures should 
email the images to sue.attwater@ex- 
pressandstar.co.uk. Please let us have 
your name and details and a little bit of 
information about your pet. 

So get snapping, because pets can 
win prizes! 


End of Summer 


A 
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FURTHER ON HUNDREDS 
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[PWH UPT012 MONTHS INTEREST FREE CREDIT ( «S) 



INTEREST FREE CREDIT EXAMPLES 


SPEND £500 

£50 deposit and 
x monthly payments 
@ £50 per month 
Total payable = £500 



SPEND £1000 

£100 deposit and 
12 x monthly payments 
@ £75 per month 
Total payable = £1000 


0 


% 

APR 


MILANO 2 SEATER SOFA 
CHOICE OF 8 FABRIC & FA 
LEATHER COLOURS 
WAS£399 
HALF PRICE!! 

now £199 



■i 


BELLISSIM0 SWIVEL RECLINER 
CHAIR & FOOT STOOL 
IN FABRIC & LEATHER 


£199 



POWER UR & TILT 
MOBILITY CHAIR 
IN BLACK 
OR BROWN 
WAS £599 
NOW 

£349 


TUB CHAIR WITH FOOT STOOL IN 
^«^^BLACK OR BROWN 
WAS £249 

mm 


£124.50 


CLASSIC WING CHAIRS IN 
STUNNING REGENCY 
DAMASKS, 
FLATWEAVES 
& VELOURS 
WAS £499 
NOW FROM 

£149 


STUNNI 


Available on many sale items. Exclusions apply. See instore for details. 




- 


TRIO BEDROOM SET, FULLY ASSEMBLED ON CASTORS 
IN 6 FINISHES...OAK, WALNUT, CREAM, BLUE, PINK, 
WHITE DOUBLE WARDROBE WAS £179 NOW £99 
4 DRAWER WIDE CHEST WAS £149 NOW £79 
3 DRAWER BEDSIDE WAS £99 NOW £49 
OR SAVE ANOTHER £32 & ORDER THE SR 

NOW£195THE LOT!! 




MEXICAN PINE AMAZING VALUE 
COMPACT DINING TABLE & 
4 CHAIRS FLAT PACK FOR 
EASY HOME ASSEMBLY 
WAS £249 SAVE £100 


HUNDREDS OF BEDS AND THOUSANDS OF MATTRESSES 
IN OUR STORES TO TAKE AWAY OR NEXT DAY DELIVERY. 
100’S OF DIVAN BEDS FROM AS LITTLE AS £69 COMPLETE! 
ALL OUR MATTRESSES MANUFACTURED IN OUR OWN WORKSHOP 
ALL AT UNBELIEVABLE FACTORY PRICES AND DIRECT TO YOU!! 
LOOK FOR YOURSELF & SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL MANUFACTURER 


CLEON DESIGNER DOUBLE STURDY METAL 
BEDFRAME WITH ORTHOMASTER EXTRA 

r ._- FIRM MATTRESS 

WAS £599 SAVE £400 
NOW £199 THE LOTI! 

WHILE STOCKS LAST - LIMITED STOCKS IN OTHER SIZES TOO !! 



RICHMOND CLIC CLAC 
!D IN BROWN 
FAUX SUEDE 
WAS £299 
SAVE £200 

now £99 


SORRENTO SWIVEL ROCKER ELECTRIC RECLINER LEATHER CHAIR 
AWARD WINNING DESIGN WITH 360 DEGREE SWIVEL & TILT IN 
PEBBLE GREY OR 


a/£149 



QUALITY SOLID OAK, 
MAHOGANY &JALI 
DINING RANGES & 
OCCASIONAL FURNITURE 
GOOD SELECTION OF 
SIZES & FINISHES 
NOW UPTO 50% OFF 



WAS £669 
SAVE £270 

now £399 


HUNDREDS OF BEDFRAMES, DIVANS & 
MATTRESSES TO TAKE AWAY 
SINGLE MATT FROM £39 
DOUBLE MATT FROM £59 
KING MATT FROM £79 


FOR THE BEST DEALS IN THE MIDLANDS, COME AND BROWSE IN PEACE AT OUR DUDLEY SHOWROOM 


B F C 


28 Years Trading 
Beautiful Showroom 
“Top Quality” at 
competitive prices 




BFC FURNITURE FACTORY OUTLET STORE 
UNIT 9, CONEYGREE TRADING ESTATE, 
CONEYGREE ROAD, BURNT TREE, 
DUDLEY DY4 8XF 


Saoval »f Onlyi 


Telephone: 

0121 557 6885 

OPENING HOURS: 
MON-SAT 10AM-6PM 
SUNDAY 10AM-4PM 






From 



including VAT 



Any Conservatory 

(Victorian / Edwardian / Garden Room) 

includes: 

© Brick Built Base / Dwarfwall © Heating Systems 
© Electrics © Tiled Flooring © Window & Door Blinds 


The Lugano Collection 

Introducing the next generation of windows and doors. 
These world class products meet the highest standards 
of performance, that includes all the features that todays 
homeowners want, outstanding energy effeciency, sound 
insulation, superb security, easy maintenance and long life. 

Introductory 
offer on this top 
quality premier 
product 

-4 WINDOWS 

I I AND 1 DOOR 

H From 

^ £1850 


Windows. Doors. Porches. 
Orangeries. Conservatories 




Choose the best for your windows and doors. 
Contact Carer a now for more details. 


©Top Quality A Rated Products 
At Great Prices 
©Yale Locking Systems 
© Swish Window & Door Systems 
G No Deposit Required 
© Payment On Completion / Satisfaction 
G Full 10 Year Guarantee 
© 28 Years Trading - Same Owner 

Ring the recommended Company NOW! 


Yale 


01384 442 490 


JCARERA] 

WINDOW* 


www.carerawindows.co.uk 

Carera Showroom, 24 Junction Rd, Audman DY8 4YJ 
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OPENING TIMES: 
MON-FRI 8.30-19.00 
SAT 8.30-16.00 
SUN 10.00-16.00 


Ofstod 


^^ Hand picked holidays with you in mind 

Return coach travel from Cannock, Dudley, Walsall 
& Wolverhampton 


Town among worst for 


number of empty shops 


* 


EXCELLENCE AS STANDARD 


Fortunes 


higher at 14.2 per cent, and the best 
performer locally was the Merry Hill 
Centre, with a vacancy rate of just 9.7 
per cent. 

Its owner, intu, has recruited a 
string of shop chains since then and 
Next is due to move into the redevel¬ 
oped former Sainsbury’s supermarket 
at the centre next spring. Cannock’s 


shop vacancy rate was also on the 
right side of the national average, at 
just 10.2 per cent, along with Stour¬ 
bridge, at 11 per cent. 

Nationwide, 207 more shops closed 
than opened over the period, a reverse 
from the 1,284 increase in shops dur¬ 
ing the first three months of the year. 
There has also been a slowdown in the 


number of shops opening; just 2,995 in 
the second quarter of this year com¬ 
pared to the quarterly average of 4,006 
in 2012 - a 25 per cent drop. 

Matthew Hopkinson of LDC said: 
“There was a striking turnaround in 
the second quarter of 2017 especially 
when compared to the trends of 2016, 
in the number of shop openings.” 


Your Chronicle 


Open Evening 


NEARLY one in four shops in 
Walsall are closed, making 
it one of the worst affected 
town centres in the country, 
according to a new report. 

Shop openings across the UK 
has slowed down, with uncertain¬ 
ty over Brexit blamed for one of 
the worst performances in the last 
five years. 

Figures from the Local Data Com¬ 
pany, for April to June this year, 
shows the number of shop openings 
fell by 84 per cent compared to the 
same time last year. Despite a 1.7 per 
cent increase in shop openings on last 
year, Walsall was fifth worst perform¬ 
ing shopping centre in the UK with 
24.6 per cent of premises closed. 


For the rest of the Black Country, 

West Bromwich has 22.4 per cent of 
shops shut, while Dudley has 17.7 per 
cent and in Wolverhampton, almost 
one in five shops, or 19.7 per cent, 
were closed during the second three 
months of the year. 

Wolverhampton in particular will be 
hoping for a sharp change in its for¬ 
tunes over the autumn as more retail¬ 
ers, including Debenhams, move into 
its Mander Shopping Centre following 
a £25 million revamp. 

The national average between April 
and June was 12.2 per cent, while 
in the West Midlands it was slightly West Bromwich High Street 


BHS in Wolverhampton - now shut 


For more information or to book, please call: 

01902 902165 


Organised by Omega Holidays pic, 
ABTAV4782. 




: r-r-ai 

Empty shops in Walsall town centre 


1 Wood Green 

ACADEMY 


Wednesday, 27 th September 2017 
5.00pm “ 8.00pm 


Parents and students currently in Year 6 are cordially invited 
to our Open Evening at Wood Green Academy. 


Headteachers talks will be at 5.30 and repeated at 6.30. 


For more information visit: 
www.woodgreenacademy.co.uk 


Wood Green Academy 
Wood Green Road 
Wednesbury 
WS10 9QU 
Tel: 0121 556 4131 

Email: admin@woodgreenacademy.co.uk 


CLASSICAL 

SPECTACULAR 

AT THE ROYAL ALBERT HALL 


Departing Saturday 18 November 2017 


Quote Code: XXA644 


Price Includes... 

✓ Overnight stay at a 3 or 4 star hotel within 20 miles 
of central London with full English breakfast 

✓ A Choir ticket (face value of £25) for Classical 
Spectacular on Saturday 18 November at the Royal 
Albert Hall (upgrades available at a supplement) 

✓ Free time in London 

2 days, by coach 

only £149 ■95pp 


View product online at 

www.omega-holidays.com 


Single room supplements £30pp. Subject to availability. 


CAROLS 

BY CANDLELIGHT 

AT THE ROYAL ALBERT HALL 
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Departing Saturday 16 December 2017 


Quote Code: GRK810 


Price Includes... 

✓ Overnight stay at a 3 or 4 star hotel within 30 miles of 
central London with full English breakfast 

✓ A Circle ticket (face value £26.47) for the Saturday 
evening performance of Carols by Candlelight 
(upgrades available) 

✓ Return coach transfer to the Royal Albert Hall 

✓ Free time in London on Sunday 


2 days, by coach 

£149 


only 


.95pp 


View product online at 

www.omega-holidays.com 


Single room supplements £30pp. Subject to availability. 
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AGED 16-18 & YOUR FRIENDS HAVE ALREADY STARTED AT COLLEGE. 

STARTED A COURSE ELSEWHERE & NOT SURE ITS RIGHT FOR YOU? LATE BACK FROM HOLIDAYS? 
WHATEVER THE REASON CLASSES ARE STARTING & WE HAVE THE RIGHT COURSE FOR YOU! 

Pome in anv day to our Central Campus (from 10am), no need to book, 
no need to wait &bring your GCSE results slips with you if you have them. 

GET FREE TRAVEL AND FINANCIAL HELP* 

NO MATTER YOUR RESULTS - COME IN AND TALK TO US 


WE’RE NEXT TO THE BUS & METRO STATIONS IN WEST BROMWICH 


www.sandwell.ac.uk 

CENTRAL CAMPUS, 1 SPON LANE, WEST BROMWICH, B70 6AW 


ENROL NOW 


OfsSS 

Good 

Provider 
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with Express & Star 


Order from the comfort of your own home 

V* 0871 911 7011 

www.expressandstarshop.co.uk 


i* Wool-mix Jumpers and Tank Tops 


Samuel Windsor 


Only £35 plus £4.95 P&P - Mix and match 
any two jumpers and tank tops for only £60 


Beautifully constructed with a blend of 50 per cent cotton and 50 per cent 
wool to keep you warm and stylish whatever the weather throws at you. 
Choose either a crew or v-neck top. They are machine washable at 30°C. 
Available in sizes (to fit chest): S (36-38”), M (39-42”), L (43-44”), XL (45-48”), 
XXL (49-50”), XXXL (51-52”). 


Navy 

Denim 

Berry 

Teal 

Claret 

Charcoal 

Forest 

Brown 


Crew Neck 

V-Neck 

Tank Top 

Colour 

BVK7W 02NY 

BVK7W 03NY 

BVK7W 07NY 

Navy 

BVK7W 02 DN 

BVK7W 03DN 

BVK7W 07DN 

Denim 

BVK7W 02BE 

BVK7W 03BE 

BVK7W 07BE 

Berry 

BVK7W 02TL 

BVK7W 03TL 

BVK7W 07TL 

Teal 

BVK7W 02CL 

BVK7W 03CL 

BVK7W 07CL 

Claret 

BVK7W 02CC 

BVK7W 03CC 

BVK7W 07CC 

Charcoal 

BVK7W 02 FR 

BVK7W03FR 

BVK7W 07FR 

Forest 

BVK7W 02BR 

BVK7W 03BR 

BVK7W 07BR 

Brown 



:* Lined Polycotton Chinos 


Only £24.99 plus £4.95 P&P 
Buy two pairs for £40 


With classic chino styling, soft fleece lining, two slant 
pockets, belt loops and two back button pockets, these 
traditional favourites provide the perfect solution for the 
colder seasons. 

An additional hidden expanding waist offers an extra two 
inches of give, enabling you to move and stretch with ease. 
Available in leg lengths 27”, 29”, 31”, 33” and waist sizes 
32”, 34”, 36”, 38”, 40”, 42”, 44”, 46”, 48”. 

C141DB Fawn C141NYNavy C141GR Graphite 




Belt not 
included 



All-weather Boots for 
Men and Women 


Only £19.99 plus £3.95 P&P 


• Be prepared for autumn with these wonderfully cosy all-weather boots. 



• Featuring slip resistant soles with a zip front, touch fasten strap and fully lined fleece inner, 

l you’ll be ready to go come rain or snow. Comfortable enough to wear all day long, these boots 

• are available in three versatile colours, brown, red and black. 


• Unisex sizes 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11 and 12. 

*• S120FB Black Faux Leather S120BR Brown Faux Leather S120RY Red Faux Suede 


Order Hotline 0871 911 7011* 

8am-8pm, 7 days a week. *Calls cost 13p per minute plus your phone company’s access charge. 

Quote 

76584 

Order online at 
: expressandstarshop.co.uk 

Our ‘was’ pricing refers to the original selling prices offered on our website www.cjoffers.co.uk and in our retail store between 12th June - 12th Sept 2017. Allow 7 working days for delivery. If not happy for any reason we will accept return of faulty/unused goods in sealed original packaging for full refund or replacement within 30 days. 

These goods are sold and supplied by BVG-Group Ltd. with whom you contract when you accept this offer. A SIGNATURE IS REQUIRED ON DELIVERY. 


I RETURN TO: EXPRESS & STAR (76584), PO BOX 87, BRECON, LD3 3BE 


I Title (Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms)_ Initial_ Surname 

! Address_ 


Postcode 


I Email_ Tel. (for queries only)_ 

J I enclose my cheque/PO made payable to BVG-GR0UP LTD for £_Or please debit my card £_ LH Mastercard IZHvisa dl Maestro Issue No_ 

I My card number is: 

; i i i i i rT TTii i i i in i i ii i i i szm/m , E rm/m as rm 

I “Midland News Association Ltd and other MNA companies or selected third parties may contact you with details of goods and services you may be interested in. By placing this order you give consent to Midland News Association 
Limited or selected third parties doing so, unless you have indicated your objection by ticking this box n if you do not want to hear from selected third parties and ticking this box □ if you do not want to hear from Midland News 
Association Ltd.” 


PLEASE SEND ME 

CODE(S) 

QTY 

PRICE 

TOTAL 









































POSTAGE 

TOTAL 

£3.95/£4.95 
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The 'first choice for dining' 


For many decades, The Stone 
Cross public house became a 
place of leisure and entertainment 
for the local residents of the Stone 
Cross area. 

In 2013, The Stone Cross Hotel 
became the Curry N Grill House 
through a modern transformation 
from a public house into a friendly 
restaurant and bar. 

A spokesman said: “Bringing 
the true Indian taste into the 
Stone Cross area through their 
quality dishes and cuisine, the 
Curry N Grill has quickly become 
a household name for local 
residents to bring their friends and 
family to dine and relax. 

“Every customer that walks 
through the doors is greeted with 
highly regarded hospitality and a 
warm welcome. The friendly and 


professional courtesy provided by 
the staff mixed with a classic decor 
helps form a homely atmosphere 
for customers to unwind and enjoy 
their experience. Fresh ingredients 
are brought in daily to maximise 
flavour and quality with each dish. 

“The chefs cater to each 
customer’s preferences and 
dietary requirements and add their 
signature twists to popular dishes 
to create an authentic Indian taste. 

“The Curry N Grill house 
provides quality customer service 
on multiple social media platforms. 
This allows us to gain feedback 
from the general public which in 
turn helps the establishment to 
maintain and improve their quality 
of service. Many of the local 
residents regard the Curry N Grill 
their first choice when dining.” 



The Curry N Grill House restaurant 



FJMil 


within a 3 mile Radius 


Min spend £15 


Indian Restaurant and 
Indian Takeaway 
Delicious freshly cooked Indian 
food using traditional herbs 
and spices 


FREE FUNCTION ROOM 


178 Walsall Road, Approx 100-120 Capacity 
B7T3LH° mWkh T&Cs apply 


Curry N Grill 
■i House 
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PUB & CARVE RY 

k Hill Top . West Bromwich . B7Q OSD . 


°HI1>56000» 

(7 DAY 

; ^ 

CARVERY 

£4.49 Monday - Saturday 
• £6.79 Sunday 

Food served: Mon-Sat 12:00-20:30 
Sundays 12:00-17:30 


w ....stmas bookings 
now being taken 




FUNCTON 

ROO 


r v 

.4 ~ : 


w* y 1 

293PIS1 
MEALS! 

Every Monday and Tuesday 

• HOMEMADE PIES 

• Curry, Rice & Chips 

(Various options available) 

‘ • Cheeseburger Meals • Chicken Sizzlers 
• Faggots, Chips & Peas 
Jacket Potatoes - Choice of fillings 
• Mixed Grills • All Desserts | 

NDOOR MONDAY MARKET 

TABLES AVAILABLE 

. 


WHITE SWAN 

5 Church Street, Oldbury B69 3AD 

0121 544 0045 


w~ 


MUMBQI 

SPICE 


AUTHENTIC INDIAN TAKEAWAY 


4 Course Meal Cfi-95 

Popadom, Onion Salad 
and Mint Sauce 
Any Starter, Any Main Course, 

Rice or Naan i-w^i y i^rcay 

Mumbai Special Rice, Mumbai Special Nan - Add El.50 extra 
For King Prawn £2.00 extra 

Excludes Combination and Fish Dishes (items marked* are not included in this offer) 

Buy 2 Main Courses and 
receive Any FREE Naan Bread 

(Please advise when ordering) 

0121 559 5799 0121 559 4281 

58 High Street, Blackheath B65 OEH 


Stand up is about 
instant gratification 


H e fancied doing something 
when he was planning 
his autumn tour for 2017. 

So Mark Watson decided 
to take the most contrary 
approach possible. He 
named his tour MW and only agreed to 
visit towns and cities where either the 
place or the venue began with one of 
those consonants. So while Mawnan 
Smith, Much Wenlock (double points - 
an M and a W) and Middle Wallop were 
in, Stafford, Lichfield and other non- 
MW towns were out. 

The novel approach was intended not just to give 
Watson a talking point - and that, it surely does. It was 
also designed so that he’d visit off-the-beaten track towns 
- he’s surely never played Westbury-on-Trym before - 
ahead of a return to a tried and tested path next year. 

Happily, the Mac, at Birmingham, gave him the 
opportunity to visit the Second City and Mark will be in 
town on October 6. 

He’s enjoyed mixing it up and visiting new venues. 

“It’s hard to get round all the places you want to go to 
when you book a tour. No matter where you go, people 
will tell us we didn’t go to the right place. So we were 
thinking of a way to whittle it down. As a joke, we had 
neon initials made of an M and a W. 

“So the beginning of the joke was that we only played 
places that began with M or W. Gradually we started 
to gather places together and realised that there were 
enough to do a tour. It’s quite a nice schedule of places I 
haven’t been to before.” 

ALPHABET 

MW will, therefore, ruminate on Mark’s unique 
approach to touring. But fans can expect a little more 
than Watson’s alphabet soup. And visiting new venues 
and new towns means he’s more likely to improvise than 
if he’s returning to favourite haunts. 

“There’s certain material I’ll do and have confidence 
in. But it’s much more challenging in a new town; it 
certainly puts you on your mettle. But that’s no bad thing. 
It provides you with more of a chance to interact with the 
audience because you’re learning on the spot.” 

Mark will dwell on the need for people to understand 
one another and empathy on his present tour. The 
material has gone down well and Mark’s enjoying his 
time on the road, with shows through to February. Bigger 
things lie ahead. 

“One of the reasons why I like the MW thing is that 
it’s a rogue tour between bigger tours. If you do 80 or 
90 shows, there are some bits, some chunks, that you 
get a little sick of. It’s impossible not to. And I think 
the moment I feel that, the audience can tell because 
the freshness goes. So this set of shows are special 
because that can’t happen. 

“I like having enough of a script to never 
completely run out of material, but at the same time I 
will go off piste as often as I can, especially if there’; 
interesting stuff in the audience. Sometimes I’ll be 
asking the audience to write down things that I can 
mess around with. I tend to see it as a good thing 
if I can go off piste because I know I can get it 
back. As I get more experienced, I get better at 
steering the show. 

“Years ago I did an interview with Eddie 
Izzard when I was doing work experience as 
a young ‘un. He talked about a gig being like 
a motorway journey, you can go straight on 
but it’s more interesting to go off on the little 
side roads. As long as you take it from one 
place to another, in between you can do as 
you like.” 

Mark is a happy tourer. He used to be 
ruthless about getting home after a show 


If all I did was 
write books I’d 
be bored-I 
like doing both 


but these days he likes to hang out. He’ll 
enjoy visiting new towns or dropping by 
to visit relatives if he’s in their neck of the 
woods. And if there’s a little downtime 
before a show, he can always turn his hand 
to writing. The Celebrity Island contestant is 
an accomplished wordsmith who has written 
six novels. He believes comedy and writing 
go hand in hand. 

“Both are about having ideas. I tend to use 
the novels to explore ideas in more depth and 
do stuff I wouldn’t normally do on stage. Quite a 
lot of novels or books are just an extension of what 
people do in real life. They’re different to the shows. 
Logistically, it’s quite difficult to do both because of 
the time they take. So I do a lot of writing on the road 
because otherwise it would be difficult to fit everything 
in. It’s sort of in my blood to be doing it. It’s natural to 
me to be doing that. 

“Stand-up is about adrenalin and instant gratification. 
The audience is there and they laugh right away. But 
book writing gives you a much longer sense of fulfilment. 
They work well together. If all I did was write books, 

I’d be bored. If I just did stand up, it would be 
too frenetic. So I’m happy doing both.” 

• For more entertainment news 
and reviews see The Ticket 
in your Express & Star 
every Friday. 



















Take Flyte with rising 
stars of the music scene 


One of the UK’s best new bands are conning 
to Wolverhampton and Birmingham on tour 
to promote their brilliant debut album. 

Flyte are a pop/rock quartet formed in London with 
a sound that straddles indie cool and commercial 
catchiness. Think Blossoms meet Alt-J with hints of 
Fleet Foxes, Bastille, The Feeling and Dodgy. 

The album The Loved Ones is carefully constructed 
to emphasise the harmonies of the Flackney outfit, who 
were friends before they were band mates. 

Three of the group, Will Taylor (guitarist/lead singer), 
Jon Supran (drums) and Nick Hill (bass) met at school 
and later met Sam Berridge (keyboard) when he was 
busking at Tottenham Court Road. “The Loved Ones 
is for the thoughtful listener. Like a book you can open 


and read from start to finish. An album you would listen 
to on headphones on the bus to school, that is yours 
and no one else’s,” says lead singer Will. 

Catch them on the way up at Newhampton Arts 
Centre in Wolverhampton on Wednesday (September 
27) or at Birmingham’s 02 Academy 3 on October 10. 

Other gigs to look out for - rocker Deborah Bonham 
is at the Slade Rooms in Wolverhampton tomorrow 
night (Friday), the same night Big Country with singer 
Simon Hough play the Robin 2 in Bilston. Nik Kershaw 
headlines in Bilston on Saturday. Then Nashville 
country/blues singer Stacie Collins brings her band 
to the Robin 2 on Monday and funky US rockers 
Living Colour on Wednesday. Suzanne Vega is at 
Birmingham Symphony Hall on Tuesday. 


Animal 
a ballet 

Birmingham Royal Ballet 
make a magical return home 
with an autumn season 
including a spectacular 
production of Aladdin and 
the ever-popular ‘Still Life’ at 
the Penguin Cafe. 

First on the agenda at the 
Birmingham Hippodrome is a 
programme of three short ballets, 
from September 27 to 30. The triple 
bill includes Kenneth MacMillan’s 
Concerto. Set to Shostakovich’s 
Piano Concerto No.2, MacMillan’s 
vigorous choreography conveys the 
infectious joy of dancing. 


magic in 
favourite 


A colourful host of endangered 
animals seek shelter from the storm 
at the Penguin Cafe. Featuring a 
Morris dancing flea, a ballroom¬ 
dancing ram, a woolly monkey 
and more, ‘Still Life’ at the Penguin 
Cafe is a witty and poignant look at 
man’s effect on the natural world. 

The evening is completed 
by MacMillan’s playful Elite 
Syncopations, where a host of 
characters flirt, dance and vie for 
the limelight, accompanied by Scott 
Joplin’s ragtime piano music. 

Then, next month, step onto a 
magic carpet and soar into the 
fantastical world of David Bintley’s 
Aladdin, with music by BAFTA 



award - 
winning Carl 

Davis and vibrant designs from 
Dick Bird. The classic story of 
Aladdin and his adventures with 
a magic lamp is brought to life in 
this glittering production, featuring 
lavish sets and costumes, stunning 
special effects and beautiful 
choreography. Magic abounds 
when the Djinn of the Lamp 
appears, from dancing jewels to a 
larger than life Chinese lion. 

Aladdin promises a dazzling 
spectacle for the whole family to 
enjoy and will feature live music 
from the Royal Ballet Sinfonia. It is 
being staged from October 3 to 7. 


Milton is keen 
to raise a laugh 

Comedian Milton Jones 
is heading for the Black 
Country. The guy with 
the loud shirts and 
messy hair from Mock 
the Week, Live at the 
Apollo and Radio 4 
brings his new show - 
Milton Is Out There - to 
Dudley Town Hall next 
Friday, September 29. Jones 
has won rave reviews for his 
inspired puns, absurdist one-liners and hilarious 
flights of fancy. Tickets are £26. See www. 
boroughhalls.co.uk or call (01384) 812812. He is 
also at Wolverhampton Civic Hall on November 4. 


Talented teens will hip 
hop to an Oz groove 

Teenagers from Sandwell and Wolverhampton have 
joined forces with a professional dance company to 
put on a hip hop dance show in Birmingham. 

Pupils spent three weeks with the London-based 
ZooNation Dance company rehearsing a unique take 
on The Wizard of Oz. 

Groove On Down the Road has already been staged 
in Wolverhampton and from Wednesday to Friday 
(September 27-29) is being performed at the Patrick 
Centre at Birmingham Hippodrome. 

The show features 25 teenagers from St Matthias, 
Coppice Performing Arts, Our Lady and St Chad’s 
schools in Wolverhampton and Shirelands Academy 
in Sandwell. 

The show is staged 7.45pm nightly, see website 
birminghamhippodrome.com for tickets. 
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THE GREAT 
AUTUMN DOLL & 
TEDDY FAIR 
SUNDAY 24TH 
SEPTEMBER 2017 
At The National 
Motorcycle Museum 
(Junction 6 M42) 
Coventry Road, 
Bickenhill, Solihull, 
B92 OEJ. 

Up to 92 stands 
with a huge amount 
of quality collectable 
dolls and bears. 



antique/artist dolls 
and bears, reborn 
dolls, plus related 
accessories such as 


clothing, doll and 
bear kits, prams, 
dolls houses, mohair 
supplies, doll 
supplies, and much, 
much more.... 

Ample Free 
Parking.... 
Refreshments. 




Free valuations and 
repair advice, so 
bring your doll or 
bear along! 

OPEN 10.30 to 
4pm. ADULTS: £4 
CHILDREN: Free 
SEE YOU 
THERE.... 



THE GREAT AUTUMN DOU. & TEDDY FAR 
SUNDAY 24th SEPTEMBER 

Open 10.30 - 4pm 

The National Motorcycle Museum 

(Junction 6 M42) Birmingham 


Up to 90 quality stands of dolls, bears and related juvenilia 


FREE PARKING 


ADMISSION £4 CHILDREN FREE 

For further information contact Debbie Woodhouse 07973 760 


Caltours of 2 

Birm, " a " am Ltd 


Friday 1st December 2017 

GRASSINGTON DICKENSIAN FESTIVAL (4 DAYS) 

£360 per person sharing 
£63 supplement single room 

Saturday 30th June 2018 

PLYMOUTH TOUR (5 DAYS) 

£419 per person sharing a twin or double room 
£70 (single supplement £70) 

National trust member discount £20 


REQUEST OUR NEW BROCHURE 


Friday 10th August 2018 

MERSEY SHIP CANAL & 

FRED DIBNAH (3 DAYS) 

£279 per person sharing a twin or double room 
(£66 single supplement) 

Sunday 23rd September 2018 

HIGHLAND AND LOWLAND 
SCENIC RAILWAY ADVENTURE 

Booking open 21st Sept 2017 
£675 per person sharing 
Single supplement £35 
Discount for NT member £10 

ww.caltours-coach.co.uk 


NIGHTS 


TRIBUTE 


EVERYISUNDAYi 


TOWJCNtt 


383 BRETTELL LANE, BRIERLEY HILL DY5 3L0 
TEL: 01384 76066 
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SATURDAY’S TV SEPTE 


CHOICE 



Strictly Come Dancing 
(BBC1,6.25pm) 

The pro-celebrity dance contest 
makes its grand return to 
screens, two weeks after a 
special introductory programme 
announced the dancer 
partnerships, and paid 
tribute to the show's late 
presenter Bruce Forsyth. Now 
though, the competition is 
ready to get under way, as 
incomingjudge 'Queen of Latin' 
Shirley Balias and her fellow 
panellists Bruno Tonioli, Craig 
Revel Horwood and Darcey 
Bussell get their first taste of 
what the dancing duos are 
capable of achieving. None of 
the 15 stars taking to the dance 
floor this weekend will be exiting 
this week, though. Instead, their 
scores will carry over to next 
weekend, when viewers get a 
chance to vote for their favourite 
couples. 


BBC1 


6.00 Breakfast. 10.00 Saturday Kitchen 
Live. 11.30 The Hairy Bikers’ Comfort 
Food. (R) 12.00 Football Focus. 1.00 
BBC News; Weather. 1.15 Bargain Hunt. 
(R) 2.00 Cycling: Road World 
Championships. Live coverage of the 
women’s elite road race in Bergen, 
Norway. 4.00 Final Score. 5.15 BBC 
News. 5.25 Regional Programme. 5.35 
Pointless Celebrities. Liz Pichon, Pam 
Ayres, Quentin Letts, Yasmin Alibhai- 
Brown, Jill Mansell, Jimmy McGovern 
and Mark Watson take part in a celebrity 
writer-themed edition of the unorthodox 
quiz. 

6.25 Strictly Come Dancing. The pro¬ 
celebrity dance contest returns, as 
judges Shirley Balias, Bruno 
Tonioli, Craig Revel Horwood and 
Darcey Bussell get a taste of what 
the dancing duos are capable of. 

8.45 Casualty, lain is stunned when 
former registrar Samantha 
Nicholls shows up the ambulance 
station ready for her first day as a 
paramedic. The pair struggle to 
adjust to their new working 
relationship, any questions lain 
has are put out of mind when he 
and his new partner are called to 
rescue a shifty woman from a car 
crash. Meanwhile, back at the ED, 
Alicia decides to play matchmaker 
for Jacob and Elle as they work 
together to care for fun-loving 
elderly couple Iona and Margie. 
9.35 Mrs Brown’s Boys. Agnes fears 
her family is planning to send her 
to a nursing home, when in fact it 
is Spartacus the dog who is set to 
be sent away. (R) 

10.05 BBC News; Weather.; National 
Lottery Update. 

10.25 Match of the Day. Gary Lineker 
presents highlights of the latest 
Premier League matches, 
including West Ham United v 
Tottenham Hotspur and 
Southampton v Manchester 
United. 

11.55 People Just Do Nothing. Miche 
and Grindah’s wedding day 
arrives, and while the bride longs 
for a fairytale ceremony, the 
groom is more excited about 
Kurupt FM’s first-ever daytime 
rave. Last in the series. 

12.25 Film: Hollywood Homicide. 

(2003) Two cops dream of escaping their 
jobs until their skills are challenged by 
the baffling case of a rapper murdered on 
stage. Action comedy, starring Harrison 
Ford. 2.15 Weather for the Week Ahead. 
2.20 BBC News. 


BBC2 


ow. (R) 6.45 
Won the War. (R) 7.15 Film: African 
Cats. (2011) 8.45 Film: Kitty Foyle. 
(1940) 10.30 Railways of the Great War 
with Michael Portillo. (R) 11.00 Coast. 
(R) 12.00 Rick Stein’s Long Weekends. 
(R) 1.00 Cheetahs - Growing Up Fast. 

(R) 2.00 Flog It! 2.30 Mastermind. (R) 
3.00 University Challenge. (R) 3.30 Only 
Connect. (R) 4.00 Cycling: Road World 
Championships. Concluding live 
coverage of the women’s elite road race 
in Bergen, Norway. 5.30 Gardeners’ 
World. (R) 

6.30 The Big Family Cooking 
Showdown. Culinary competition 
hosted by Zoe Ball and Nadiya 
Hussain in which two families face 
a series of challenges based on the 
realities of everyday meals. (R) 

7.30 Front Row. New series. Radio 4’s 
long-running review show makes 
the leap to TV screens, as Giles 
Coren is joined by Nihal 
Arthanayake and Viv Groskopto 
explore the arts world this week. 

8.00 Grand Tours of the Scottish 
Islands. Paul Murton returns to 
explore more of the remote and 
fascinating places that lie off the 
mainland, beginning by visiting 
Berneray, Grimsay, Kirkibostand 
Pabbay. (R) 

8.30 Dad’s Army. Jones’s reputation is 
called into question by an old 
comrade’s allegations about his 
conduct at the Battle of Omdurman 
in Sudan. Comedy, starring Arthur 
Lowe and Clive Dunn. (R) 

9.00 Later — with Jools Holland 25th 
Birthday Show. The BBC’s flagship 
live music show returns for a 
special edition marking the 
programme’s 25th anniversary. On 
the bill this evening are chart¬ 
topping US rockers Foo Fighters, 
who made their debut Later 
appearance back in 1997. Paul 
Weller, who first took to the stage 
for the show back in 1993, 
performs an acoustic set, and 
Dizzee Rascal brings some of his 
most popular tracks, alongside 
one from his new album Raskit. 
Also stepping up to the 
microphone this evening are 
singer-songwriters Van Morrison 
and KT Tunstall, American jazz 
vocalist Gregory Porter, chanteuse 
Camille, and Mali-based ensemble 
Songhoy Blues. 

11.00 Film: Brighton Rock. (2010) 

12.45 Film: The Stepford Wives. (2004) 

2.10 This Is BBC Two. 


6.00 CITV: Sooty. 6.10 Grizzly Tales for 
Gruesome Kids. (R) 6.20 Grizzly Tales 
for Gruesome Kids. (R) 6.35 Dino Dan: 
Trek’s Adventures. (R) 6.45 Dino Dan: 
Trek’s Adventures. (R) 7.00 Mission 
Employable. (R) 7.05 Oddbods. (R) 7.10 
Oddbods.(R) 7.20 Super 4. (R) 7.30 
Scrambled!: Scrambled! 7.35 
Scrambled!: The Tom and Jerry Show. 
(R) 7.50 Scrambled!: Fangbone. (R) 

8.10 Scrambled!: The Powerpuff Girls. 
(R) 8.30 Scrambled!: Star Wars: The 
Yoda Chronicles. (R) 9.05 Scrambled!: 
Adventure Time. 9.25 ITV News. 9.30 
Saturday Morning with James Martin. 
11.25 The Hungry Sailors. (R) 12.20 ITV 
News; Weather. 12.25 Midsomer 
Murders. (R) 2.25 The Chase. (R) 3.25 
The X Factor. (R) 4.25 Little Big Shots. 
(R) 5.30 Regional Programme; 
Weather.5.40 ITV News; Weather. 

6.00 Cannonball. Andrew Flintoff hosts 
the action-packed game show, in 
which contestants tackle a series 
of water-based, obstacle course 
challenges in the hope of claiming 
the Cannonball Cup. 

7.00 The Family Chase. Bradley Walsh 
challenges the Ghandis from 
London to pit their general- 
knowledge know-how against that 
of the show’s professional 
quizzers. 

8.00 The X Factor. Dermot O’Leary 
hosts the final weekend of 
auditions, as the judges’ 
nationwide talent-seeking tour 
draws close to its conclusion. As 
always, expect to see a wide 
variety of talent, from the sublime 
to the absurd, as Simon Cowell, 
Sharon Osbourne, Nicole 
Scherzinger and Louis Walsh 
deliver their verdicts to the latest 
batch of would-be stars seeking a 
moment in the spotlight. 

9.15 The Jonathan Ross Show. The 
host welcomes another selection 
of celebrity guests to take a seat 
on his sofa, as he embarks on 
another round of no-holds-barred 
questioning. This time, Hollywood 
comedy actor, writer and producer 
Mel Brooks visits the studio, along 
with three-time Formula 1 world 
champion Lewis Hamilton, and the 
newly married Russell Brand. 
10.20 ITV News; Weather. 

10.35 Film: Nutty Professor II: The 
Klumps. (2000) Comedy sequel, 
with Eddie Murphy and Janet 
Jackson. 

12.30 Jackpot247.3.00 The Hungry 
Sailors. (R) 3.50 ITV Nightscreen. 



CHANNEL 4 


6.00 Triathlon: Ironman Wales. 6.25 
Mobil 1 The Grid. 6.55 Motor Sport: 
Caterham. 7.20 Motor Sport: British 
Rally Championship. 7.45 Everybody 
Loves Raymond. (R) 8.10 Everybody 
Loves Raymond. (R) 8.35 Frasier. (R) 
9.05 Frasier. (R) 9.35 The Big Bang 
Theory. 10.05 The Big Bang Theory. 

10.30 The Big Bang Theory. 10.55 The 
Simpsons. (R) 11.25 The Simpsons. (R) 
11.55 Come Dine with Me. (R) 12.25 
Come Dine with Me. (R) 12.55 Come 
Dine with Me. (R) 1.30 Come Dine with 
Me. (R) 2.00 Come Dine with Me. (R) 

2.30 Homes by the Sea. (R) 3.35 A Place 
in the Sun: Winter Sun. (R) 4.35 A Place 
in the Sun: Winter Sun. (R) 5.35 
Location, Location, Location. (R) 

6.30 Channel 4 News. 

7.00 Britain’s Ancient Tracks with Tony 
Robinson. New series. The Time 
Team veteran returns to tell the 
stories of trackways that have 
been in use in Britain for more 
than 5,000 years. Having 
previously travelled the length of 
the Icknield Way, the Ridgeway 
and the North Downs Way, he now 
tackles an ancient route in 
Dartmoor, taking in what was 
reputed to be a bottomless lake, 
and encountering a four-legged 
beast. 

8.00 WWII’s Great Escapes: The 
Freedom Trails. Monty Halls 
continues to highlight the stories of 
Allied soldiers who managed to 
escape from Nazi-occupied 
territories during the Second World 
War. This time, he turns his 
attention to the tale of Len Harley, 
the British POW who liberated 
himself from an internment camp in 
Italy. Retracing the soldier’s steps 
takes Monty through the perilous 
Majella mountains, which Harley 
traversed in deep winter while being 
hunted by German soldiers. Plus, 
the man himself-now98-is 
reunited with Rosina Spinosa, one 
of the people who ottered him 
shelter during his ordeal. 

9.00 Film: Cowboys & Aliens. (2011) 
Premiere. Sci-fi Western, with 
Daniel Craig, Harrison Ford, Olivia 
Wilde and Sam Rockwell. 

11.20 Film: Survivor. (2015) A US 
embassy official based in London 
goes on the run after being framed 
for a terrorist bombing. Thriller, 
starring Milla Jovovich. 

1.05 Speed with Guy Martin. (R) 2.25 
Hollyoaks. 4.30 Location, Location, 
Location. (R) 5.25 Too Many Cooks. (R) 


CHANNEL 5 


6.00 Milkshake! 10.05 Teenage Mutant 
Ninja Turtles. (R) 10.40 Dogs Make You 
Laugh Out Loud. (R) 11.00 Police 
Interceptors. (R) 12.00 Police 
Interceptors. (R) 1.00 Police 
Interceptors. (R) 2.00 Police 
Interceptors. (R) 3.00 Nightmare 
Tenants, Slum Landlords. (R) 4.00 
Nightmare Tenants, Slum Landlords. (R) 
5.00 The Nightmare Neighbour Next 
Door. (R) 

6.00 The Nightmare Neighbour Next 
Door. The story of a Preston 
couple who retaliated against their 
neighbours for playing loud music, 
only to regret it when they came 
home to find their locks glued and 
their van scratched. Determined to 
find the truth they installed CCTV - 
and before long, tensions boiled 
over. Plus, a woman and her son 
whose hopes of a fresh start were 
ruined when their neighbours 
complained about their beloved 
pet dog, and how life in a 
Bournemouth retirement complex 
was threatened by an abusive new 
arrival who assaulted two fellow 
residents. (R) 

7.00 Can’t Pay? We’ll Take It Away. 

Agents in central London to try 
and recover almost £1,900 
owed in parking fines, while 
officers Stewart and Vic chase 
over £2,200 owed by a scrap yard 
owner. (R) 

8.00 Can’t Pay? We’ll Take It Away. 

Steve and Ben visit a tenant who 
owes £14,000 in unpaid rent, while 
Brian and Del chase a debt of over 
£10,000 owed to a van rental 
business for damaged vehicles. 

(R) 

8.55 5 News Weekend. 

9.00 Football on 5: The Championship. 

Colin Murray introduces highlights 
from the weekend’s games, 
including Derby County v 
Birmingham City, Sunderland v 
Cardiff City, and Aston Villa v 
Nottingham Forest. 

10.00 Football on 5: Goal Rush. Colin 
Murray introduces all the goals 
from the weekend’s games in 
Leagues One and Two, including 
Fleetwood Town v Southend 
United, and Colchester United v 
Wycombe Wanderers. 

10.30 NCIS: Los Angeles Movie-Race 
Again. 

12.00 SuperCasino. 3.10 Gotham. 4.50 
Divine Designs. (R) 5.15 Wildlife SOS. 

(R) 5.45 Chinese Food in Minutes. (R) 


DIGITAL 


BBC Four 

7.00 The Incredible Human Journey 8.00 
Wild China 9.00 Black Lake 10.30 James 
May: The Reassembler 11.00 Top of the 
Pops: 1984 12.00 Fleetwood Mac - Don’t 
Stop 1.00 Bright Lights, Brilliant Minds: 

A Tale of Three Cities 2.00 Wild China 

3.00 Close 

ITV2 

12.00 The X Factor 1.05 Take Me Out 
2.20 You’ve Been Framed! Gold 3.20 
Film: Babe (1995) 4.20 FYI Daily 4.25 
Film: Babe (1995) 5.10 Film: The 
Smurfs (2011) 6.10 FYI Daily 6.15 Film: 
The Smurfs (2011) 7.15 Film: Gravity 
(2013) 8.15 FYI Daily 8.20 Film: Gravity 
(2013) 9.00 Film: 2 Fast 2 Furious 
(2003) 10.00 FYI Daily 10.05 Film: 2 
Fast 2 Furious (2003) 11.15 Family Guy 

12.45 American Dad! 1.10 Celebrity 
Juice 1.55 Bromans 2.45 Teleshopping 

5.45 ITV2 Nightscreen 
ITV3 

11.00 Film: Columbo: Playback (1975) 
12.35 Agatha Christie’s Marple 2.35 
Foyle’s War 7.00 Midsomer Murders 
11.05 Sherlock Holmes: The Last 
Vampyre 1.10 On the Buses 2.05 ITV3 
Nightscreen 2.30 Teleshopping 
ITV4 

11.00 Fishing Allstars 12.00 British 
Touring Car Championship Highlights 

I. 30 ITV Racing: Live from Ayr. Coverage 
of today’s race meetings at Ayr and 
Newbury. 4.20 World Cup Rivalries: 

Brazil v Italy 4.35 Film: Ferris Bueller’s 
Day Off (1986) 5.35 FYI Daily 5.40 Film: 
Ferris Bueller’s Day Off (1986) 6.45 
Hornblower9.00 Film: Executive 
Decision (1996) 10.05 FYI Daily 10.10 
Film: Executive Decision (1996) 11.40 
Film: Don’t Say a Word (2001) 12.40 FYI 
Daily 12.45 Film: Don’t Say a Word 
(2001) 2.00 The Classic Car Show 2.45 
Snooker v Darts 2.50 ITV4 Nightscreen 
3.00 Teleshopping 

E4 

12.10 Rude(ish) Tube Shorts 12.30 The 
Goldbergs 3.00 Don’t Tell the Bride 4.00 
The Great British Bake Off 5.15 The Great 
British Bake Off: An Extra Slice 6.00 The 
Big Bang Theory 9.00 Film: Priest (2011) 
10.50 Naked Attraction 11.55 Celebs Go 
Dating 3.00 First Dates 3.55 How I Met 
Your Mother 4.40 Rude(ish) Tube 
Film4 

II. 00 The Rugrats Movie (1999) 1.00 
Johnny English Reborn (201 1)3.05 A 
Monster in Paris (2011) 4.50 The 
Poseidon Adventure (1972) 7.15 Airplane 
II: The Sequel (1982) 9.00 Speed (1994) 
11.15 The Mechanic (2011) 1.05 V/H/S/2 
(2013) 3.05 Close 
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Contact Market Manager 
0121 5533074 


THIS SUNDAY 
24TH SEPTEMBER 

9am-2pm 

WEDNESBURY MARKET 
NEXT TO TOWN 
SQUARE, 
off Union Street 





Est.1973 


Wollaston 

Bathrooms Ltd 


Fully Fitted Bathrooms 
From £3000 inc VAT 

900mm x 900mm Quadrant Tray and Shower 
Valve, W.C. Basin and Pedestal with Tap, 

18 Sqm Wall Tiles + 3 Sqm Floor Tiles! 


DISABILITY ADAPTIONS 





REPLACING YOUR WINDOWS & DOORS 
WILL NOT COST THE EARTH... 

Direct manufacturers of quality 
UPVC Windows, Doors & Patios 


5 WINDOWS FOR £775 


A wide range of bath and showering options are available, all 
designed to make bathing and showering easier and safer for you. 

“Save” you maybe entitled to zero rated VAT 


Visit our showroom 


FREE No Obligation Supply Only 

Survey and Quotation Service Available 

Trade enquiries welcome 

9 High Street Wollaston DY8 4NH Open: 

Tel: 01384 374237 or 08001582456 Monday-Friday 

email:enquiries@wollastonbathrooms.ltd.uk 8.00am-5.00pm 

www.wollastonbathrooms.ltd.uk Saturday 9.00am-4.00pm 


Choice 
of any 10 
different 
style doors 
from only 
£250 




Ad 


VANCE WINDOW 

systems Ltd 


Tel/Fax: 0121 565 0033 / 07752 921 699 AH Into 

Unit 12A Pope Street, Smethwick B66 2JP 


Buy and sell with 
ClassifiedAds 



Classified Ads 

BUY LOCAL, SELL LOCAL 



Brought to you by Express & Star 











































The Child in Time 


(BBC1,9pm) 

The life of Stephen Lewis, a 
successful children's author, 
falls into tatters when his only 
child - four-year-old Kate - 
disappears in a supermarket. 
Torn apart by the scale of their 
loss, Stephen and his wife Julie 
end up going their separate 
ways, and three years later, a 
distraught Stephen still finds 
himself conducting daily, futile 
seaches for his missing 
daughter, haunted by the 
horrifying moment that ruined 
his small family unit. As both 
Stephen and Julie struggle 
independently to deal with their 
all-consuming grief, the 
passage of time brings a 
promise of hope for the future. 
Drama, based on Ian McEwan's 
Whitbread Prize-winning novel 
of the same name, starring 
Benedict Cumberbatch. 



BBCl 


6.00 Breakfast. 7.30 Match of the Day. 
(R) 9.00 The Andrew Marr Show. 10.00 
Sunday Morning Live. 11.00 Regional 
Programme. 12.15 Bargain Hunt. (R) 

I. 00 BBC News; Weather. 1.15 Homes 
Underthe Hammer. (R) 2.15 Money for 
Nothing. (R) 3.00 Escape to the Country. 
(R) 3.45 Points of View. 4.00 Songs of 
Praise. 4.35 Howto Stay Young. (R) 

5.35 Invictus Games 2017. Ade Adepitan 
and Daraine Mulvihill present action from 
day one of the staging of the multi-sport 
event for injured or sick armed forces 
personnel and veterans from Toronto, 
Canada, featuring athletics from York 
Lions Stadium, with reports from Stef 
Reid. Plus, highlights of the opening 
ceremony, which featured contributions 
from Prince Harry and Mike Myers. 

6.35 BBC News. 

6.50 Regional Programme. 

7.00 Countryfile. Leading competitive 
shepherds from England, 

Scotland, Ireland and Wales gather 
at Hampstead Heath for 
Countryfile’s 2017 One Man and 
His Dog contest. Bringing a 
traditional country contest to the 
heart of the British capital, Matt 
Baker and Charlotte Smith preside 
over proceedings, which will see 
sheep grazing on the Heath for the 
first time in 60 years. 

8.00 Antiques Roadshow. The team 
values more decorative objects 
and rarities. 

9.00 The Child in Time. Drama, 
starring Benedict Cumberbatch, 
telling the story of a couple 
whose marriage is torn apart by 
the loss of a child. Based on Ian 
McEwan's Whitbread Prize¬ 
winning novel. 

10.30 BBC News. 

10.50Regional Programme. 

II. 00 Have I Got Old News for You. Mel 

Giedroyc hosts this edition of the 
comedy news quiz from May 
2013, with regulars Paul Merton 
and Ian Hislop joined by guest 
panellists Ross Noble and the Rev 
Richard Coles. (R) 

11.30The Women’s Football Show. A 

look at the biggest issues in the 
women’s game, focusing on 
matters at both club and 
international level. 

12.10 NFL Highlights-Jacksonville 
Jaguars v Baltimore Ravens. Caroline 
Barker presents highlights of the match 
from the third round of fixtures. 1.10 
Weather for the Week Ahead. 1.15 BBC 
News. 



BBC2 


6.05 Great British Garden Revival. (R) 
7.05 Gardeners’ World. (R) 8.05 The 
Beechgrove Garden. 8.35 Countryfile. 

(R) 9.30 Saturday Kitchen Best Bites - 
Sunday Edition. 11.00 Mary Berry’s 
Foolproof Cooking. (R) 11.30 My Life on 
a Plate. (R) 12.15 M0TD2 Extra. 1.00 
Cycling: Road World Championships. 
Live coverage of the men’s elite road race 
in Bergen, Norway. 4.30 The Wonder of 
Animals. (R)5.00 Flog It! (R) 

6.00 Tribes, Predators & Me. Gordon 
Buchanan travels around the 
world, learning traditional hunting 
methods from members of tribal 
cultures and joining them in 
pursuing dangerous predators. 

(R) 

7.00 Top Gear. Matt LeBlanc and Chris 
Harris go on a road trip across the 
US in convertible supercars, a 
journey that takes them from 
deserts to snow-capped 
mountains. Back at the test track, 
David Tennant is the Star in a 
Reasonably Fast Car, while Rory 
Reid comes up with a series of 
challenges to put the Alfa Romeo 
Giulia through its paces. (R) 

8.00 Astronauts: Do You Have What It 
Takes? The last remaining 
candidates are put through a 
series of challenges to determine 
who will go through to the final 
stage. A survival test and a 30- 
metre abseil put their leadership 
abilities under scrutiny, before 
they face a series of gruelling 
interviews by two guest experts. 
Those who are chosen to continue 
head to Florida’s Kennedy Space 
Centre, for a spacewalk training 
session in an underwater lab. 

9.00 Dragons’Den. The panel 
considers the profit-making 
potential of a space age business 
venture, an African-inspired range 
of skincare products, and an 
online pub quiz app. 

10.00 Live at the Apollo. Glaswegian 
comedian Frankie Boyle takes to 
the stage at London’s 
Hammersmith Apollo, and 
introduces rising stars Jack Carroll 
and Holly Walsh. (R) 

10.30 Match of the Day 2. Mark 
Chapman reviews the latest 
Premier League action, featuring 
Brighton & Hove Albion v 
Newcastle United at the AMEX 
Stadium. 

11.15Film:BoyzN the Hood. (1991) 

1.00 Sign Zone: Question Time. (R) 2.00 
Holby City. (R) 3.00 This Is BBC Two. 



ITV || CHANNEL 4 lCHANNEL5 ||PIGITAL 


6.00 CITV: Sooty. 6.10 Grizzly Tales for 
Gruesome Kids. (R) 6.20 Grizzly Tales 
for Gruesome Kids. (R) 6.35 Dino Dan: 
Trek’s Adventures. (R) 6.45 Dino Dan: 
Trek’s Adventures. (R) 7.00 Mission 
Employable. (R) 7.05 Oddbods. (R) 7.10 
Oddbods. (R) 7.20 Super 4. (R) 7.30 
Scrambled!: Scrambled! 7.35 
Scrambled!: The Tom and Jerry Show. 

(R) 7.50 Scrambled!: Mr Bean: The 
Animated Series. (R) 8.10 Scrambled!: 
Ben 10. (R) 8.30 Scrambled!: Be Cool, 
Scooby-Doo! (R) 9.05 Scrambled!: 
Adventure Time. 9.25 ITV News. 9.30 
James Martin’s French Adventure. (R) 
10.00 Peston on Sunday. 11.00 Amazing 
Animal Births. (R) 11.30 Robson Green’s 
Coastal Lives. (R) 12.00 Bigheads. (R) 

I. 00 ITV News; Weather. 1.10 The 
Chase. (R) 2.10 The X Factor. (R) 3.25 
Film: Nanny McPhee and the Big Bang. 
(2010)5.35 Victoria. (R) 

6.35 Regional Programme; Weather. 
6.40 ITV News; Weather. 

7.00 Tipping Point: Lucky Stars. Matt 
Le Tissier, Andrea McLean and 
Steve Pemberton brush up their 
general knowledge. 

8.00 The X Factor. Dermot O’Leary 
presents the final selection of room 
auditions, as Sharon Osbourne, 
Nicole Scherzinger, Louis Walsh 
and Simon Cowell reach the last 
stop on their talent-hunt. 

9.00 Victoria. The young monarch 
decides it is time to try her hand at 
foreign relations, as she and an 
entourage of servants and fellow 
royals set sail for France. King 
Louis Philippe has arranged for his 
son to marry the Queen of Spain, 
and diplomats in London have 
grown concerned that this could 
be the basis of a dangerous new 
alliance. However, on arriving at 
Louis Philippe’s court, Victoria 
realises she will need to keep her 
wits about her if she is to have any 
hope of getting her wily French 
counterpart to take her seriously. 
Worse still, the young queen finds 
herself tackling this challenge 
alone, as Albert remains troubled 
by the revelations about his 
parentage, and is horrified into 
silence by the apparent decadence 
of the French court. 

10.05 ITV News; Weather. 

10.20 Peston on Sunday. (R) 

II. 20 Liar. (R) 

12.15 Jackpot247. 3.00 Motorsport UK. 
3.50 British Superbike Championship 
Highlights. 4.40 ITV Nightscreen. 


6.20 Last Man Standing. 6.45 Last Man 
Standing. 7.10 Everybody Loves 
Raymond. (R) 7.35 Everybody Loves 
Raymond. (R) 8.00 Everybody Loves 
Raymond. (R) 8.30 Frasier. (R) 9.00 
Frasier. (R) 9.30 Sunday Brunch. 12.30 
The Simpsons. (R) 1.00 The Simpsons. 
(R) 1.30 Film: Hulk. (2003) Comic-book 
adventure, starring Eric Bana. 4.10 The 
Crystal Maze. (R) 5.10 The Great British 
Bake Off. (R) 

6.30 Channel 4 News. 

7.00 Escape to the Chateau. New 

series. Dick and Angel Strawbridge 
continue renovation work on their 
£280,000 chateau in France, and 
despite two-and-a-half years of 
attention, lots of problems remain. 
8.00 Egypt’s Great Pyramid: The New 
Evidence. Documentary shedding 
light on how a discovery made at 
the foot of Egypt’s Great Pyramid 
might explain the role ships and 
water played in the construction of 
these ancient monuments. 

9.00 Electric Dreams: Impossible 
Planet. The sci-fi anthology series 
continues with an adaptation of 
Philip K Dick’s tale Impossible 
Planet, brought to the small screen 
by David Farr. Norton, a tour guide 
working on board an intergalactic 
cruise ship, believes his life is 
meaningless until he meets Irma. 
This supernaturally old passenger 
longs to go to Earth, a planet that 
has long since been destroyed. 

The ancient Irma offers a 
handsome paycheck to anyone 
who is willing to take her back to 
humanity’s dead home-world, an 
opportunity that Norton’s 
colleague Andrews is quick to 
exploit. However, as the pair begin 
their scam, Norton develops an 
unlikely bond with Irma, one that 
seems almost as impossible as the 
planet they are seeking. Starring 
Jack Reynor, Benedict Wong and 
Geraldine Chaplin. 

10.058 Out of 10 Cats Does Countdown. 

Jimmy Carr hosts the comedy 
panel show’s version of the words- 
and-numbers quiz, with Jon 
Richardson and Cariad Lloyd 
taking on guest captain Alan Carr 
and Kevin Bridges. (R) 

11.05 Film: The Grand Budapest Hotel. 
(2014) Wes Anderson’s comedy 
drama, with Ralph Fiennes. 

1.00 The Supervet. (R) 1.55 Location, 
Location, Location. (R) 2.50 Grand 
Designs Australia. 3.45 Gillette World 
Sport. 4.15 KOTV Boxing Weekly. 


6.00 Milkshake!: Poppy Cat. 6.10 Little 
Princess. (R) 6.25 Mr Men. (R) 6.35 
Milkshake! Monkey. (R) 6.40 Milkshake! 
Bopping About. (R) 6.45 Simon. (R) 

6.50 Peppa Pig. (R) 6.55 Wissper. (R) 
7.05 Paw Patrol. (R) 7.15 Bob the 
Builder. (R) 7.30 Fireman Sam. (R) 7.40 
Oily the Little White Van. (R) 7.50 Paw 
Patrol. (R) 8.10 Blaze and the Monster 
Machines. (R) 8.35 Noddy: Toyland 
Detective. (R) 8.50 Floogals. (R) 9.00 
Ben and Holly’s Little Kingdom. (R) 9.15 
Shimmer and Shine. (R) 9.30 Digby 
Dragon. (R) 9.45 Peppa Pig. (R) 9.55 
Peppa Pig. (R) 10.05 Teenage Mutant 
Ninja Turtles. (R) 10.40 Football on 5: 
The Championship. (R) 11.30 Football 
on 5: Goal Rush. (R) 12.00 Police 
Interceptors. (R) 1.00 Film: Annie. 
(2014) 2.00 5 News Update. 2.05 Film: 
Annie. (2014) 3.15 Worst Weather Ever? 
(R) 4.10 Inside the Mega Twister. (R) 

5.10 Killer Landslides. (R) 

6.10 Sinkholes: Buried Alive. The 
underlying forces behind 
sinkholes, which can occur 
gradually - when the surface 
subsides into bowl-shaped 
depressions - or suddenly, when 
the ground gives away. (R) 

7.00 Cricket on 5. England v West 
Indies. Action from the third one- 
day international in the five-match 
series, which took place at The 
Brightside Ground in Bristol. 

8.00 Aviva Premiership Rugby 

Highlights. Mark Durden-Smith 
and David Flatman introduce 
action from the fourth round of 
matches, including Bath v 
Newcastle Falcons, Saracens v 
Sale Sharks, and Exeter Chiefs v 
Wasps. 

8.55 5 News Weekend. 

9.00 Film: Olympus Has Fallen. 

(2013) A disgraced secret service 
agent tries to redeem himself 
when terrorists take control of the 
White House. Action thriller, 
starring Gerard Butler, Aaron 
Eckhartand Morgan Freeman. 
10.055 News Update. 

10.10 Film: Olympus Has Fallen. 

S Action thriller, starring 
Butler. 

11.15Film: Enter the Dragon. (1973) A 
former Shaolin monk recruited as 
a secret agent enters a kung fu 
contest in a bid to expose a drug 
ring. Martial arts thriller, starring 
Bruce Lee and Jim Kelly. 

1.15 SuperCasino. 3.10 Gotham. (R) 
4.00 My Mum’s Hotter Than Me! (R) 


BBC Four 

7.00 Britain Beneath Your Feet 9.00 
Listen to Britain 201711.15 When 
Albums Ruled the World 12.45 Precision: 
The Measure of All Things 1.45 Treasures 
of the Louvre 3.15 Close 
ITV2 

11.10 2Awesome: Third Wheel 11.35 
The X Factor 12.50 Take Me Out 2.05 
You’ve Been Framed! Gold 2.35 Film: 
Evan Almighty (2007) 3.35 FYI Daily 3.40 
Film: Evan Almighty (2007) 4.40 Film: 
The Smurfs 2 (2013) 5.40 FYI Daily 5.45 
Film: The Smurfs 2 (2013) 6.45 Film: 
The Hobbit: An Unexpected Journey 
(2012) 7.45 FYI Daily 7.50 Film: The 
Hobbit: An Unexpected Journey (2012) 
10.00 Family Guy 11.25 American Dad! 

12.50 Through the Keyhole 1.55 Totally 
Bonkers Guinness World Records 2.30 
Teleshopping 

ITV3 

12.25 Film: Death on the Nile (1978) 

1 .25 FYI Daily 1 .30 Film: Death on the 
Nile (1978) 3.15 Film: Columbo: A Case 
of Immunity (1975) 4.45 Wycliffe 7.00 
Midsomer Murders 9.00 Sunday Night at 
the Palladium 10.00 By Royal 
Appointment 11.00 The Casebook of 
Sherlock Holmes 1.15 The Knock3.10 
Mr Selfridge 4.00 Griff’s Great Britain 

4.50 Judge Judy 5.10 On the Buses 5.35 
ITV3 Nightscreen 

ITV4 

3.15 Film: The Dam Busters (1954) 4.20 
FYI Daily 4.25 Film: The Dam Busters 
(1954) 5.55 River Monsters 7.00 Fishing 
Allstars 8.00 The Chase Celebrity Special 
9.00 Film: Falling Down (1993) 10.00 
FYI Daily 10.05 Film: Falling Down 
(1993)11.20 Car Crash Global 12.20 
Film: Don’t Say a Word (2001) 1.25 FYI 
Daily 1.30 Film: Don’t Say a Word (2001) 
2.35 The Car Chasers 3.00 Teleshopping 
E4 

11.00 Don’t Tell the Bride 12.00 My 
Hotter Half 1.05 The Goldbergs 2.40 
Film: Cheaper By the Dozen (2003) 4.35 
The Big Bang Theory 8.00 Film: Volcano 
(1997) 10.00 Naked Attraction 11.05 
Gogglebox 12.10 Celebs Go Dating 2.20 
Don’t Tell the Bride 3.10 Rude Tube 3.35 
Hollyoaks 
Film4 

11.00 My Darling Clementine (1946) 

1.00 Fletch (1985)3.00 The Four 
Musketeers (1974) 5.05 The Two Faces 
of January (2014) 6.55 Life or Something 
Like It (2002) 9.00 Red (2010) Action 
thriller, starring Bruce Willis. 11.15 The 
Ladykillers (2004) Comedy remake, 
starring Tom Hanks. 1.25 Extract (2010) 
3.20 Close 
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FILM CHOICES 


MONDAY 

The Last Stand, Channel 5,11.05pm 

Disgraced narcotics cop Ray Owens retires into a 
quiet life as sheriff of a small town on the Mexican 
border. He gets the chance to prove his worth as a 
law enforcer when a drug lord escapes from prison 
and tries to flee the country - with his escape route 
taking him through Ray’s jurisdiction. Action thriller, 
starring Arnold Schwarzenegger, Johnny Knoxville 
and Forest Whitaker. (2013) 

TUESDAY 

Unwanted Guest, Channel 5, 3.20pm 

With nowhere to go for winter break, Amy is invited to 
spend time with her friend Christine’s family. What 
begins as a nice bonding experience soon turns into 
a nightmare as Amy begins to lash out at her 
welcoming hosts. Thriller, starring Kate Mansi and 
Valentina Novakovic. (2016) 



WEDNESDAY 

Hidden Truth: Lies Will Surface, Channel 5, 3.15pm 

A young woman is forced to prove her brother’s 
innocence after a teenage girl is found murdered in a 
California town. But she discovers a disturbing dark 
side to the community, and the hidden identity of the 
killer. Thriller, starring Shawn Christian. (2016) 

THURSDAY 

A Mother Betrayed, Channel 5, 3.15pm 

Five years after her husband is run off the road and 
killed by a mysterious driver, the head of a prosperous 
architectural firm decides to remarry. However, she’s 
unaware that her new spouse has a devious plan to 
steal her daughter, her sanity and even her life. 
Psychological thriller, starring Lynn Collins. (2015) 

FRIDAY 

Up in the Air, BBC1,11.55pm 

A corporate downsizing expert loves his life, detached 
from everyday existence and striving to achieve a 
personal goal of 10 million accumulated air miles. 
However, his lifestyle comes under threat by an 
up-and-coming executive with a revolutionary 
approach that would make his role all but obsolete. 
Comedy drama, starring George Clooney, Vera 
Farmiga and Anna Kendrick. (2009) 


Series is proving to be as 
safe as houses with Jack 


F rom Escape to the Country to 
Relocation, Relocation, 
Relocation, there have been 
plenty of property programmes 
featuring people who want to 
escape the rat race and find their 
own rural retreat. 

However, some more cynical 
viewers may have wondered 
whether a follow-up programme 
would show that the house hunters 
were now blissfully happy with their 
decision and fully immersed in the 
local community, or if they’ve found 
that moving from a bustling city to 
the middle of nowhere was more of 
a culture shock than they initially 
expected. 

If it’s the latter, then at least ITV 
has got the ideal sitcom for them in 
the form of Bad Move, which 
started last week. Starring Jack 
Dee, who also co-wrote the series 
with Pete Sinclair, it follows 
husband-and-wife Steve (Dee) and 
Nicky (Kerry Godliman). The 
couple, who are both on their 
second marriages, have been 
seduced by relocation 
programmes and glossy lifestyle 


magazines into thinking they want 
to live the simple life, away from the 
hustle and bustle of the city. 

Unfortunately, as anyone who 
saw the first episode will know, it 
doesn’t take them long to realise 
that the reality didn’t quite live up to 
their expectations. They may now 
have beautiful surroundings, but 
their home is also situated in what 
the locals refer to as ‘the Dip’, an 
area devoid of internet signals. And 
as Steve is a website designer, 
that’s a major drawback. 

Sadly, thanks to the estate 
agents, builders and architects, the 
couple can’t afford to simply sell up 
and move back to Leeds, especially 
as that would mean admitting the 
friends who told them they were 
making a mistake were right. 

So, it looks like the couple will 
just have to put a brave face on it, 
although even that might be a bit of 
a stretch. After all, a lot of people 
would be wrongfooted by a sitcom 
where the famously deadpan Dee 
played someone happy with his lot. 
His previous sitcom Lead Balloon, 
centred on a misanthropic stand- 


up comedian and it looks like 
Simon isn’t going to be much of a 
sunny optimist either. 

Dee says: “Bad Move is a 
comedy about the grass always 
being greener on the other side of 
the fence - until you jump over the 
fence and realise it’s an algae- 
covered stagnant pond of sludge.” 

This week, Steve and Nicky have 
even more reason to be 
despondent as they discover that 
while the internet can’t reach them, 
the floodwaters can, and their 
kitchen is now under water. 

Nicky’s dad Ken (Philip Jackson) 
arrives with a pump and a 
disapproving expression, but Steve 
is starting to think the flood could 
actually be the answer to their 
problems... 

However, Nicky takes a more 
practical approach to tackling their 
financial situation, as she decides 
to earn some cash as a dog walker. 
But when local rock star Grizzo 
(Seann Walsh) turns up with some 
alarming news, it looks like her new 
job is already at risk. 



Jack Dee and Kerry Godliman star in Bad Move, Wednesday, ITV, 8pm 


BEST OF THE REST 


MONDAY 
The Undateables 
Channel 4, 9pm 

The dating hopefuls include 24-year-old autistic film 
fanatic Sam, who hopes his collection of 44 bottles 
of aftershave might help find him a lady. Twenty-23- 
year-old Katy, a careworker from Gloucester, has 
Tourette’s syndrome, has been single for a year and 
is eager to find love, while robotics engineer 
Donovan, who has brittle bones, is the last one in 
his group of friends to settle down, and feels at 4’ 

10 that his height is hindering his chances of finding 
the love of his life. 

TUESDAY 

Later Live - with Jools Holland 
BBC2,10pm 

The pianist launches the 51st series with Liam 
Gallagher and his band. They perform songs from 
his solo album, As You Were. North Londoner 
Benjamin Clementine promotes tracks from his new 
LP, I Tell A Fly, and Walsall act Jorja Smith performs 
new track On My Mind. The reformed LCD 
Soundsystem deliver tunes from their fourth album 
American Dream, and New Zealand singer- 
songwriter Nadia Reid sings a tune from her album, 
Preservation. Plus, lyricist Jimmy Webb discusses 
his new memoir, The Cake and the Rain. 



WEDNESDAY 
The Pact 
BBC2,10pm 

When they were teenagers, friends Amy and Andy 
made a pact that if they were both still single at the 
age of 35, they would marry each other. Twenty 
years later, Andy is now divorced with a four- 
year-old son and in a new relationship, and 
Amy lives in a flat-share, works behind a bar 
and has never been in a serious 
relationship. When the pair cross paths in a 
chance meeting, they are forced to face up 
to their pasts, and reconsider their futures. 

Comedy drama, starring Sarah 
Solemani and Brett Goldstein. 

National Lottery Awards 2017 
BBC1, 10.45pm 

Lottery players raise £30 million 
each week for projects that make I 
a difference to people, places and 
communities all across the UK. 

Now in their 15th year, the National 
Lottery Awards recognise the 
incredible impact of these Lottery- 
funded initiatives and this annual 
ceremony is a great way of 
celebrating the unsung heroes 


who have improved people’s lives. There are seven 
categories, reflecting the different types of projects 
to benefit from the funding: Art, Education, 
Environment, Health, Heritage, Sport and 
Voluntary/Charity. Making his debut as host of the 
star-studded event is BBC Breakfast sports 

presenter Ore Oduba, who is perhaps better 
known these days as the reigning Strictly 
Come Dancing champion. 

THURSDAY 

Russia with Simon Reeve 
BBC2, 9pm 

The natural successor to the always 
affable Michael Palin, Simon 

Reeve is back on his travels 
once again. This time (as 
you’ve probably already 
guessed of you’ve 
looked at the title) 
he’s off to Russia, a 
fitting destination as 
the 100th 
anniversary of the 
country’s 
revolution takes 
place this 
November. He 


I 


begins his three-part exploration in the far east, 
from the rugged snow covered mountains of 
Kamchatka to Yakutia, the coldest inhabited region 
in the world. The only people making a living in 
temperatures that can drop as low as -30C are 
reindeer herders, but their traditional way of life is 
threatened by climate change. Reeve also explores 
China’s growing influence on the region. 

FRIDAY 

Britain by Bike with Larry & George Lamb 
Channel 5, 8pm 

Following in the recent footsteps of Jack Whitehall 
and Russell Howard, George Lamb is the latest TV 
personality to take his parent along for a jolly. His 
dad, of course, is former EastEnders star Larry, and 
the father-and-son duo are taking to two wheels to 
explore Britain’s National Parks from the saddle. 
Tonight they begin in the Yorkshire Dales where 
they meet a sheepdog trainer and wind their way to 
Malham Cove, a limestone cliff that is considered 
the jewel in the Dales’ crown. Next, they try their 
hand at making some of Skipton’s world-famous 
pork pies and go fly-fishing, before going their 
separate ways - with George retracing part of the 
2014 Tour de France route and Larry opting for a 
more sedate history lesson on the navvies who built 
the magnificent Ribblehead Viaduct. 


CLEAN ROOF UK 

ROOF COATINGS 


Checka rade.com 

Win* rvpuurtton matter* 




Coating roofs Nationwide 
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Protect your roof now 
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Check now - Does one or more of the following apply to your roof? 

• Is your roof over 20 years okf? (Poof tiles nave a finite kfe span) 

• Do you have concrete or clay tiles 9 

• Have you moss or lichen on your roof? 

• You need of have hod roof repairs (We replace 1*50 broken Mcs for free) 

• Have your neighbours replaced their roofs? 

If so - You need to Top Seal renovation and Total Waterproofing System 
Do you want to: 

• Extend the life of your roof 

• Eliminate moss and lichen growth 

• Increase ttie value of your home 

• Have a 10 year guarantee with 10 years peace of mind 


DOCS YOUR ROOF 
HAVE. MOSS AND 
LICHEN PROBLEMS? 
TOP SEAL IS T»« 
ANSWtft TO YOUR 
PRDflt FMJS 



DRIVEWAY 


'a 

* 1 

CLEANING & 

, RE SANDING 

◄ 


DON’T JUST TAKE OUR WORD FOR IT 

BEFORE 

“ 'Hrmt ctrnsv fob, gooo cwrmnnffcmHon 

and sendee from Vv canywety 
/feascruftto price for groat rosufta 
/iKT4»'nYVM/r_*eif triwHt* anO t*rnKy wYyi 
*n» aAnmtiV in rv proems of hsvtng 
men fMxisca competed' 

Mr and Mrs Pnrnel 

A Fraction of the cost of a new roof 
0800 959 6396 and 07467 080 604 • www.cleanroofuk.com 
email: info@cleanroofuk.com 
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Codeword 
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Each number in the grid represents a different letter of 
the alphabet and every letter of the alphabet is used. Use 
the given letter(s) to the right of the main grid to start you 
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Double Crossword 


Choose either quick or cryptic clues - both 
fit the same grid. 


Cryptic Clues: 

Across 

1. It beats to death (5) 

4. Highest type of 
mammal (7) 

8. It will be a poor 
match with such 
contestants (7) 

9. Turn out not to 
one’s choice (5) 

10. Dash from France 
(4) 

11. Invigorating new 
tune? (5,3) 

13. Scope for 
entertainment (4) 

14. Found unworthy of 
honour (4) 

16. Marriage, for 
example, makes a 
nice change after 
all (8) 

17. The image of Holy 
Russia (4) 

20. One of a crowd of 
actors - no less! (5) 

21. This piece needs 
rewriting to make it 
clear (7) 

22. It could restore 
respect for a belief 
in ghosts (7) 

23 .Growth of 

production? (5) 


Down 

1. Demolition workers 
with criminal intent 
(13) 

2. It’s made to contain 
spectacles (5) 

3. Shut out in this way 
(4) 

4. Unusual goal 
concerning many (6) 

5. In an electric oven 

it controls the roast, 
perhaps (8) 

6. Equipment in what 
must be a warship 
(7) 

7. Amusement for 
which I rent men a 
tent perhaps (13) 

12. Fall that impairs 
vision (8) 

13. Handy place for a 
painter to mix his 
colours (7) 

15. Wild capers may 
get you into one (6) 

18. Famous clown has 
a drink (5) 

19. Hold up the post 
somehow (4) 



Quick Clues: 

Across 

1. Rent (5) 

4. Excuse (7) 

8. Income (7) 

9. Ponder (5) 

10. Whirlpool (4) 

11. Denial (8) 

13. Circle (4) 

14. Scrutinise (4) 

16. In unison (8) 

17. Notion (4) 

20. Musical drama (5) 

21. Antiquated (7) 

22. Conjecture (7) 

23. Sand hills (5) 


Down 

1. Stealthy (13) 

2. Black and blue (5) 

3. Flavour (4) 

4. Annoyed (6) 

5. Charm (8) 

6. Reproduction (7) 

7. Play for safety (4,2,7) 

12. Originate (8) 

13. Relapse (7) 

15. Leave (6) 

18. Exhaust (5) 

19. Sour (4) 


Sudoku 
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Fill in the grid 
above so that 
every column, 
every row and 
each of the 3x3 
boxes contains 
all the digits 
from 1 to 9. 


LAST WEEK’S 
SOLUTIONS: 


LAST WEEK’S CROSSWORD SOLUTIONS: 


CRYPTIC - Across: 3 Afflicted; 8 Leer; 

9 Reinforce; 10 Caddie; 11 Dread; 14 Match; 

15 Like; 16 Towed; 18 Iona; 20 Eager; 21 Ebony; 
24 Masses; 25 Bed-sitter; 26 Here; 27 President. 
Down: 1 Blackmail; 2 Headstone; 4 Free; 

5 Liner; 6 Choral; 7 Etch; 9 Right; 11 Dowry; 

12 Disgusted; 13 Depressed; 17 Debar; 

19 Abuses; 22 Noted; 23 Dear; 24 Mean. 

QUICK - Across: 3 Impotence; 8 Tool; 

9 Financial; 10 Lessen; 11 Sense; 14 Tinge; 

15 Spar; 16 Reach; 18 Club; 20 Ahead; 

21 Sedan; 24 Fluent; 25 Delicious; 26 Pair; 

27 Wordiness. Down: 1 Athletics; 2 Consensus; 
4 Main; 5 Orate; 6 Excess; 7 Clap; 9 Fever; 

11 Slain; 12 Ephemeral; 13 Predatory; 17 Hauls; 
19 Behind; 22 Align; 23 Zero; 24 Fuss. 


r 


Quiz 


1. On which island is the fishing port of Peel? 

2. To which actress is composer Carl Davis 
married? 

3. Who refers to God as the ‘Great Architect 
of the Universe’? 

4. Which British motorcycle manufacturer 
relaunched its Thunderbird? 

5. What type of drug is reserpine? 


6. Which engraver produced the series A 
Rake’s Progress in 1735? 

7. Who instigated the Great Leap Forward of 
1958-1962? 

8. Which sea did the Romans call mare 
nostrum? 

9. Which French chemist developed the 
rabies vaccine? 

10. What nationality was the artist Sidney 
Nolan? 


Last week’s solutions: 

Quiz: 1 Light Amplification by Stimulated 
Emission of Radiation; 2 Ante meridiem; 

3 Charles Dickens; 4 The jacuzzi; 5 Harare; 
6 A rattlesnake; 7 Princess Beatrice; 

8 A coniferous tree; 9 The press; 10 Nevil 
Shute. 

Niner: HAMSTRUNG 


Niner 




Each number from 1 to 9 represents a different letter. Solve 
the clues and insert the letters in the appropriate squares to 
discover a word which uses all nine letters. 


793257 gives a bad man, 

341163 gives a second bad man, 

798445 gives a businessman. 
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in association with 


Hand picked holidays with you in mind 


Return coach travel from Brownhills, Cannock, Dudley, 
Walsall, Wolverhampton and West Bromwich 


Your Chronicle 


- • 


FESTIV 


For more information AIAA^ AAAI C. C 
or to book, please call: U 109 


GRASSINGTON DICKENSIAN FESTIVAL 

& Manchester’s Christmas Markets 


2 days, 


by coach 


Departing Saturday 2 December 2017 


PRICE INCLUDES... 

✓ Overnight stay at a 3 or 4 star North West area 
hotel with 3-course dinner and full English breakfast 

✓ Visit to Grassington Dickensian Festival 

✓ Visit to Manchester’s Christmas markets 


,119 


VIEW ONLINE AT 

www.omega-holidays.com/AHW485 


QUOTE CODE: AHW485 


YORK ST NICHOLAS CHRISTMi 

& Chatsworth House 

LS FAYRE 

Departing Saturday 25 November 2017 

«4by coach 

PRICE INCLUDES... 

✓ Overnight stay at a 3 or 4 star Yorkshire or East 

. 129-1 


Midlands area hotel with 3-course dinner and full 
English breakfast 

✓ Visit to Chatsworth House (including admission) 
and Christmas market 

✓ Visit to York St Nicholas Christmas Fayre 


VIEW ONLINE AT 

www.omega-holidays.com/HDW688 


QUOTE CODE: HDW688 


LINCOLN AND NOTTINGHAM 


Christmas Markets 

2 days, 

Departing Saturday 9 December 2017 

^hy coach 

PRICE INCLUDES... 

119 


✓ Overnight stay at a 3 or 4 star Yorkshire or East 
Midlands area hotel with 3-course dinner and full 
English breakfast 

✓ Visit to Nottingham Christmas Market & Winter 
Wonderland 

✓ Visit to Lincoln Christmas Market 


OPENING TIMES: MON-FRI 8.30-19.00 SAT 8.30-16.00 SUN 10.00-16.00 

Omega Holidays pic, ABTA V4782. Single room supplements £30pp. Subject to availability. 


VIEW ONLINE AT 

www.omega-holidays.com/VHW019 


QUOTE CODE: VHW019 


OmegaHols @OmegaHols OmegaHols 
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Greek delights are just be-Kos 



THE words bespoke and boutique don’t 
exactly spring to mind when you think of a 
Thomas Cook holiday. 

They’ve cornered the market on the quintessential 
‘package holiday’, but now they have a new travel 
treasure up their sleeve. 

And I’m standing staring out over it, trying to figure 
out what’s in the fresh juice that’s just been blended at 
the juice bar opposite the reception area. It’s the type 
of welcome treat I would expect to find at a yoga retreat 
or spa. Even on my journey into Casa Cook Kos, in 
Greece, I knew something was different. 

Lush patches of greenery line either side of the road 
leading up to the property, and their purpose soon 
becomes apparent when I see a black and white sign 
with the words ‘Farm to Table’ written on it. I think I’ve 
just seen the vegetables and fruits I’ll be eating for the 
next few days. 

COMFORTING 

Seeing where your food is sourced from is 
comforting, but it also leaves no doubt in my mind that 
this is a new breed of hotel for Thomas Cook, aimed at 
a new market of travellers. 

Casa Cook Kos follows the successful brand launch 
of Casa Cook Rhodes, which opened last year. This 
second ambitious property is located on the northern 
coast of Kos, in Marmari, and is less than a 20-minute 
drive from the airport. 

The hotel aims to embrace the idea of parea, which 
roughly translated from Greek means a get-together 
with friends. It’s small, with only 100 rooms, so it really 
feels like you’re in a village oasis. 

I’m staying in a junior suite, midway in the five room 
options available. By far its most impressive feature is 
that it has its own swimming pool, well, one which is 


shared with the suite next door. And there’s a hammock 
on the balcony. The rooms are plush, they haven’t 
skimped on the decor. 

The beach is a goodlO-minute walk on either side 
before you hit any of the other resorts along the 
beachfront, so it feels really secluded. The sofa-like 
loungers also add to that luxury feeling. 

The beach club, To Kima, is definitely the hotel’s 
centrepiece and the perfect place to watch the 
spectacular Greek sunsets. 

The breakfast buffet at Casa Cook Kos is the scene- 


stealer. A large wooden table filled with bowls of fresh 
nuts, grains, honeys, homemade protein bars and more. 

The menus bear the stamp of chef Ettore Botrini, 
whose Athens restaurant, Botrini’s, was awarded a 
Michelin star in 2014. 

And things to do? My first attempt at stand-up paddle 
boarding, one of the activities on offer doesn’t end 
with me swallowing half of the Aegean. Luckily. Other 
activities on offer include horse riding and there’s a 
well-equipped gym. 

I also take part in an Aromatherapy oil-blending 


session, which includes being shown how to make my 
own infused honey - complete with herbs I pick from the 
hotel’s gardens. 

What about families? I wonder if there’s enough to 
keep children busy here, and my question is answered 
by a family I meet. 

Their 10-year-old daughter has done yoga with her 
mum, and tells me the shared pool their room has is 
her favourite element, because she’s made lots of new 
friends. This really is tailored to the new-age family. 

KERRI-ANN ROPER 


LIMITED OFFER - DON’T MISS OUT 


uMuAAxwtt' 


CARPETS & VINYL* 

Discover the extraordinary difference in our beautiful 
2 bedroom Morton homes at Cedar Walk. See how 
we go further with the finer details and imagine the lifestyle 
you can have with the Kier way of living. Reserve now 
and get your carpets and vinyl included* 

2 and 3 bedroom homes from £134,995 or 
with Help to Buy £107,996** 


WHERE UNRIVALLED LIVING BEGINS 


CEDAR WALK 

Tibbington Terrace, Tipton DY4 9QJ 

DISCOVER • EXPERIENCE • JOIN US 

VIEWING BY APPOINTMENT ONLY 
OPEN: Thurs -Mon 10am-5pm 
TELEPHONE: 0845 652 0739 T or 07702 984341 
EMAIL: cedarwalksales@kier.co.uk 


[Skier 


www.kierliving.co.uk 



CGI of 2 bedrc 


Morton homes at Cedar Walk. Elevatior 


id finishes may vary. *Available on selected plots reserved before 31st September 2017, subject to terms and conditions. **Help to buy available upon request subject to terms and conditions. tCalls cost 2p per 


plus your phc 


ipany’s access charge. 
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PROPERTY 


YOUR WEEKLY 
GUIDE TO HOME 
BUYING AND 
LETTING 




Semi-detached 
has been improved 
by current owners 

A delightful semi-detached house from the 
Edwardian period, 332 Moat Road, Oldbury, has 
been modernised and improved by the current 
owners. 

It is for sale through Tom Giles at £399,950. 

It is within walking distance of Moat Farm Junior 
& Infant School, Our Lady & St Huberts Catholic 
Primary School, Q3 and Oldbury Academy’s. 

With double glazing and gas central heating, it 
has an extended kitchen, a double garage and extra 
parking in the rear garden. Standing set back from 
the roadside, it lies behind an established fore garden 
with a brick boundary wall and footpath approach to 
the front door. 

There is a vestibule with wooden flooring and a 
reception hall with wooden flooring and there is a 
cellarette. 

The front sitting room has a bay window, a ceiling 
rose and coving. 

The rear sitting room has a period fireplace 
surround with a cast iron open fire on a tiled hearth, 
wood flooring, and French doors to the rear garden 
and there is a cloakroom/WC. 

The extended kitchen has a base unit with corner 
gallery shelves, four tier drawers, a “Rangemaster” 
cooker reveal with tiled splash-back and extractor 
hood. Four tier drawers, base unit and corner base 
unit. There is appliance space for a washing machine, 
built-in dishwasher and base unit.There is space for 
an American fridge freezer with eye level storage 
cupboards above and a ceramic floor covering and 
double glazed patio doors to rear garden. 

Upstairs, bedroom one has a cast iron fireplace. 
Bedroom two has a cast iron fireplace with intricate 
floral detail pattern on a tiled hearth. Bedroom three 
has laminate flooring and there is a further bedroom 
and a bathroom with a white Heritage suite. 

To the rear of the property is an L-shaped block 
paved patio, a side gate opening onto Knottsall Lane, 
brick boundary wall and steps up to lawned garden 
with chipping stone border, side rockery containing 
herbaceous plants and maturing shrubs and a 
detached double garage. 


OLDBURY £399,950 


KEY FEATURES 

Semi-detached house 
Modernised & improved 
Edwardian 

Good sized accommodation 
Sought after location 


LOVE YOUR® 
POSTCODE 

Modern Estate Agents 

0800 862 0870 
loveyourpostcode.com® 


PROUD HEADLINE SPONSOR OF THE 3 rd SIKH HELPLINE BIKE RIDE 

JOIN OUR GROUP & OVER 200 RIDERS ON 1 ST OCT 2017 



GUARANTEED. Get your full asking price 
within 21 days or enjoy the home sale on us * 

*New clients only, subject to using our expert property valuation. 


COVERING 24 MILES FROM BIRMINGHAM TO WOLVERHAMPTON 
For more information visit: www.sikhhelpline.com 
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New offices. 

New branding. 

Same award winning team! 




MIDLANDS 

ESTATE 

AGENCY 

o/' l/u> 

YEAR 


k 

\ 


ASSOCIATION 


JfeH- 

THE SUNDAY TIMES 
THE^^TIMES 


Goodchilds Estate Agents b Lettings 
Wednesbury is part of the Belvoir Group. 

A multi award winning letting agency offering 
the same high level of service for sales. 

Come in and see our newly refurbished 
office at 4 Woden House, Market Place, 
Wednesbury, WS10 7AG or call 0121314 4206 


Want to move? ■ 

Challenge us to 1 
sell your property | 
in only 41 days 


! 

\ 

Landlords! 

Challenge us to 

Let your property 
in only 9 days 

u 



Wednesbury 

4 Woden House, Market Place, Wednesbury, WS10 7AG 


0121314 4206 



Cannock 

15 Wolverhampton Road, 
Cannock, Staffordshire, WS111AP 


Wolverhampton 

42 Queen Square, 
Wolverhampton, WV11TX 


01543 886555 01902 267655 




rightmove 

find your happy 

Zoopla 

Smarter pcporty aaarcfi 


Call your award winning team on 

0121314 4206 for a Free Valuation 

Goodchilds, 4 Woden House, Market Place, Wednesbury, WS10 7AG • wednesbury@goodchilds-uk.com 



Part of the BELVOIR! Group 


■f ^0 Find us on Facebook, Follow us on Twitter 























As part of our rebrand 
from Goodchilds to 
Belvoir we are selling 
50 houses for Free* 

Now your local Wednesbury Estate b Lettings Agent 
Brand is part of the Belvoir Group we are celebrating 
by selling 50 homes free of our usual fee. 




Be with 

BELVOIR! 

For Sale 

Call: 01543 886555 


Sales Fee on 
your property 
is £0000* 


Sales Fee on a 
typical property is 
£2100 including VAT 


rightmove 

find your happy 

Zoopla 

Smarter property aciarcfi 


Call your award winning team on 

0121314 4206 for a Free Valuation 

Goodchilds, 4 Woden House, Market Place, Wednesbury, WS10 7AG • wednesbury(agoodchilds-uk.com 



Part of the BELVOIR! Group 


Birmingham • Brownhills • Cannock • Lichfield • Rugeley • Stafford • Stoke-on-Trent • Telford • Walsall • Wednesbury • Wednesfield • Wolverhampton 
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Forthcoming Cottons 

Auction 


C M A It T B It I O % U It V B Y O It S 



gq5§£ 





Thursday 19th October 2017 

to be held at The Aston Villa Football Club 


Considering Selling 
^ by Auction? 

Call for your 

No Obligation 
Appraisal 

Considering 
Buying at 
Auction? 

Call for your 
^ Catalogue 


Auctioneers 
of Residential and m 
Commercial Property, 
Land and Development 

Opportunities • 


yV’-f*v *<•'£ ^ K- • 
0 _ * 

ir * -'Ar 1 


Tel: 0121 247 2233 or email:auctions@cottons.co.uk 

www.cottons.co.uk 


PROPERTY 



Three-bed semi in need of modernisation 


The sale of this attractive three- 
bedroomed semi-detached 
property in need of some general 
modernisation in Apsley Road, 
Oldbury is for sale through Tom 
Giles at £189,950. 

A home that is packed with 
potential, it has a reception hall, a 
living room, a dining room, a kitchen, 
a rear lobby with a WC and a brick 
store, a landing, three bedrooms, a 
bathroom, a side garage, gas boiler 
serving radiators and a pleasant rear 
garden. 


OLDBURY 

£189,950 


In more detail the welcoming 
reception hall has a shoe cupboard 
and stairs off. The living room has a 
bay window and an electric fire. 

The dining room has an electric fire 
and a patio doors to the rear garden. 

Having a range of base units with 
cupboards and drawers beneath, 
the kitchen has complementary work 


tops, storage cupboards at high 
level, a recess for a cooker and a 
door to a pantry. 

The selling agents are expecting a 
great deal of interest to be shown in 
the sale of this property, which has 
so much to offer its next owners. 

For further information, or to book 
that all important viewing to see if 
this is the ideal next home for you, 
contact the selling agents, Tom 
Giles, on 0121 552 6171 or visit 
www.tomgilesandco.co.uk 


pauldubberley.co.uk 


GREAT BRIDGE 


Paul 

Dubberley 


Wordsworth Close, Tipton, DY4 

£ 74,950 



20 Wordsworth Close, Tipton, West Midlands DY4 OTQ. we are acting in 
the sale of the above property and have received and offer of £81,000 on 
the above property. Any interested parties must submit any higher offers in 
writina to the sellina aaent before exchanae of contracts takes Dlace 


Gough Drive, Tipton, DY4 

£ 99,995 



Modern Purpose Built Luxury First Floor Apartment - VIEWING 
STRONGLY RECOMMENDED - offering the benefit of upvc double 
glazing, electric heating and security entrance doors. - SUPERB 


Jonah Drive, Tipton, DY4 

£ 210,000 



Modern Detached Family Flome situated in a GREAT LOCATION on 
a SOUGHT AFTER development close to all amenities. Superbly 
presented accommodation having the benefit of upvc Double Glazing, 


Andrew Road, Tipton, DY4 


£ 245,000 



^ararMi i] 



Truly Outstanding Extended Semi Detached Making Family Home 
Situated on One Of The Most Sought After Locations Locally. Internal 
Viewing is Highly Recommended To Fully Appreciate the Superbly 


Powis Avenue, Tipton, DY4 

£ 159,950 



Traditional Extended Semi Detached family Home that offering improved 
/ superbly Presented internal accommodation for which viewing is highly 
recommended. Having the benefit of upvc Double Glazing, Gas Central 



Large Modern Semi Detached - SPACIOUS Family Accommodation - 
Upvc Double Glazing - Gas Central Heating - Viewing Recommended 
- SOUGHT AFTER DEVELOPMENT 



Florence Road, Tipton, DY4 

£ 159,995 


OUTSTANDING Superbly Presented Family Home Offering Spacious 
Internal Accommodation for which viewing is highly recommended. 
Having the benefit of Upvc Double Glazing, gas Central Heating and 


Sefton Grove, Tipton, DY4 

£ 165,000 



Modern Extended Semi Detached family Home Located On A Most 
Sought After Development. Internal Viewing strongly recommended to 
fully appreciate the superbly presented accommodation whilst having 



APPROVED CODE 

TRAniNfiqTANnARnq nnviiK 


0121 522 3733tipton@pauldubberley.co.uk 
73 Great Bridge, Tipton DY4 7HF 












































TOM GILES & Co 


E: general@tomgiles.net www.tomgiles.net 
Oldbury T: 0121 552 6171 


1 ROWLEY REGIS P1fiI - nnn 

1 BUCKINGHAM ROAD £165,000 


0LDBURY £399 950 

MOAT ROAD £399,950 

B 

The opportunity to acquire a detached bungalow situated 
in a popular and convenient residential location. Central 
heating, double glazing, block paved driveway with 
detached garage and private established gardens. NO 

UPWARD CHAIN. EPC Rating E 

a 

EARLY INSPECTION RECOMMENDED TO AVOID 

DISAPPOINTMENT. Modernised and improved spacious 
semi-detached house. Double glazing, gas central 
heating, gardens front and rear, detached double garage 
and secure parking to rear. EPC Rating E 

s 

a 


VICTORIA ROAD £289,950 

A wonderful and unique opportunity to acquire a well 
maintained traditional Detached property providing 
excellent family accommodation. With conservatory and 
utility area, central heating, double glazing, extensive 
garden to rear and off-road parking. EPC Rating C 



I TIPTON 
EAGLE LANE 


£279,950 


OLDBURY 
POUND ROAD 


£164,950 


I Extended modern detached house in popular and 
convenient location with a delightful Summer House 
in the rear garden. Ensuite shower to main bedroom, 
private rear garden, off-road parking, EARLY INSPECTION 
I TO AVOID DISAPPOINTMENT. EPC Rating C 


I Extended traditional semi-detached house offering 
situated in a sought after location opposite West 
Smethwick Park with side verandah, central heating, 
) double glazing, tarmac driveway to front and large 
1 private established rear garden. EPC Rating D 


A detached bungalow in need of general updating and 
decoration but offering good sized accommodation. 

I Central heating, double glazing, established gardens 
to front and rear, double garage and off-road parking. 
EPC Rating F 


Traditional semi-detached house in need of general 
updating and with NO UPWARD CHAIN. Potential for 
extension subject to planning. Double glazing, central 
heating (where specified) conservatory, off-road parking 
and rear garden. EPC Rating E 


I End of terrace house offering good sized accommodation 
in corner location with potential for extension, subject 
to planning. Gas central heating, double glazing, garden 
to front, low maintenance private rear garden and block 
| paved driveway. EPC Rating D 



I Traditional semi-detached house with NO UPWARD 
CHAIN in need of general updating with double glazing, 

I gardens to front, rear and side. Detached garage in rear 
garden. EPC Rating E 


I The opportunity to acquire a semi-detached house in a 
convenient and popular location. Double glazing (where 
specified) and gas central heating. Off road parking and 
I private rear garden. EPC Rating E 


End of terrace property in need of cosmetic improvement 
but offering good sized accommodation and situated in 

I a popular and convenient location. Double glazing, gas 
central heating, gardens to front and rear, secure parking 
to rear. EPC Rating E. 


Terraced house in need of general updating offering 
ideal first time purchase or investment opportunity with 
the benefit of central heating, double glazing, garden 
to front, parking at rear and low maintenance garden. 
EPC Rating D 


£105,000 


I The opportunity to acquire a terraced property in need 
of improvement and being situated in a popular location 

I approximately 1 mile from Oldbury Town Centre with 
double glazing and private garden at rear. EPC Rating G 


Contact us for a 


FREE VALUATION 


T: 0121 552 6171 


team 
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Aerials 


Carpets 


Gardening 


J. J. Digital Aerials 

Installation of Digital, Freeview & Satellite 

WE GUARANTEE TO 
BEAT ANY LIKE FOR LIKE QUOTE 

AERIALS £65-SATELLITE £80 

SELF EMPLOYED EXPERT WHO YOU CAN TRUST 

Friendly, reliable sen/ice 

0121 5306785/07919 597626 


Carpentry 


Simply Doors Walsall 

Internal & External Door Suppliers & Fitters 


6 internal 
pre-finished doors 
fully fitted for 

£425 

complete with handles 


External UP VC and composite doors 
also available 

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM Late night 

Unit 44, Pleck Road, Walsall WS2 9XX xKiays 

01922 623151 or 07810 122133 7 P m 

www.simplydoorswalsall.co.uk 


Decorating 




Co our 'one 

Interior & exterior pai nting 
and decorating 

• Special rates for OAPs 

• 25 years experience 

• Fully insured 

0121 434 5679 07507 070786 



M&B 

PAINTING & 
DECORATORS 

Over 25 years experience 

NO JOB TOO SMALL 

All quotes include white paint 
for woodwork and ceilings 
For a FREE friendly quote 

Call Mick on 07896054108 
or Bart on 07825568581 



i earwooi Electrical Services 

NIC/EIC Registered 
Commercial & Domestic 
Installer Scheme 
Fully Qualified & Insured 
All electrician work undertaken 


07507070786/01214345679 



Kieron Bromley 
0121 S88 7116 
West Bromwich 
Walsall 
Wednesbury 


Adrian Bromley 
0121 830 3033 
Tipton 
Oldbury 
Smethwick 


Liam Bromley 
01902 880041 

Upper Gornal 
Sedgley 
Wolverhampton 


Fascias, Soffits & Guttering 


ELECTRICIAN 

Fully guaranteed work 
Honest reliable service 


ANT 


Ring Tony or Julie on 

107974 428 603 
KEEP IT LOCAL 


‘No Job Too Small’ 


D.S.D 

SERVICES 

We climb the heights 


Installers UPVC fascias, soffits & guttering 


FAMILY RUN BUSINESS OVER 
25 YEARS EXPERIENCE 


Whitehouse 
Electrical & Sons 

Professional and reliable service 

• Complete Rewires 

• Shower Installations 

• Testing - Inspection 

• Fuseboard Upgrades 

• Domestic - Commercial 

• Security Alarms 

• Landlord Certs 

FREE QUOTES-24 HOUR CALLOUT 

07766 105131 

Florence Road, Tipton, DY4 ONR 
www.whitehouseelectricalsons.co.uk 

Registered CompanyEPP31221 



CARDINAL 

LANDSCAPES 

West Midlands 

Specialists in Patios, 
Driveways, Paths, Fencing, 
Turfing, Decking and 
Landscaping 

Call now for a 
FREE QUOTE 
01902 562600 or 
07539 887144 


T&D FENCING 


LOW PRICES! 

HIGH QUALITY FENCING PANELS, CLOSEBOARD PANELS 
AND GATES SUPPLIED ONLY OR SUPPLIED AND FITTED 


LOFT SERVICES 

UPVC or Wooden Drop Down 
Loft Hatch with Easiway 
Aluminium Ladder 

£185 fitted 


New or enlarged Loft access 
• LOFT FLOORING 
• LOFT INSULATION 


Call Carl on 

0121 556 1761 
07502 103997 

See our website 
www.westmidlandsloftservices.co.uk 
15 years’ experience 


K 


MB ) electric 

All domestic and commercial 
electrical works undertaken 
Home rewiring from £800 

For a high quality 

local service call: « 

0121 3690311 
07939 503905 ■ 


OPEN TILL 1 .OOPM ON SATURDAYS 

SUPPLIERS OF WOOD AND CONCRETE POSTS, 
GRAVEL BOARDS. TRELLIS 


PLASTIC SLOTTED POSTS AND PLASTIC 
GRAVEL BOARDS AVAILABLE 


FREE ESTIMATES - TRADE WELCOME 

UNIT 405, SMETHWICK ENTERPRISE CENTRE, 
| 1985 | THE OLD FIRE STATION, ROLFE STREET, SMETHWICK 

www.TandDfencing.co.uk 



EST 


5 


^0121 565 4533 
07948 941 738 


Weed-free paving • No maintenance 
Non-sinking • Block paving 
and Tarmac 
Digger Grab Hire 

Various patterns and colours available 
Re-sealing service available 

Free Quotes 
Tel: 0121 574 0596 
Mobile: 07967 657539 




TREE & GARDEN 
. SERVICES 



• Trees carefully pruned 

• Specialist in maintenance free gardens 

• Trimming 

• Felling 

• Turfing 

• Pollarding 

• Patios/Slabbing 

• Block-paving specialists 

• Drives 

• Patios 

• Paths Building work undertaken 

• Tarmacing - Red or Black 

Professional quality work at 
competitive prices ITpTS 

All work undertaken JL^ir 


CALL NOW FOR A FREE ESTIMATE 

0121 574 3092 or 07759 187081 


ROWAN TREE & GARDEN SERVICES LTD 


*Tree Surgeon Specialist *Stump Grinding/Root Removal 
Hedges Pruned/Shaped *Jungles Cleared/Full Landscapes 
fencing *Turfing *Concreting *Driveways & Patios 
*Plus Much More Call Now For a No Obligation Quotation 

www.rowangroup.co.uk 

01384 213644 or 07733 226568 


AGE CONCERN & Local Authority Contractor, N.P.T.C. qualified, 
Public Liability Insurance (£5 million) All staff C.R.B. Certified 

PART OF THE ROWAN GROUP OF COMPANIES 


T.L.S. Creative Gardening 


• Block Paving • Slabbing • Brickwork 
• Tongue & Groove Sheds • Fencing 
• Turfing • Wrought Iron Gates & Fencing 

For a FREE quote call: 

0121-601-8034 
07833-312-126 
07906-867776 

www.tlscreativegardens.co.uk 



Pats Gardening 
Services 


All Gardening Work Undertaken 

Tree Felling / Pruning 
Garden Management 
Fence Erection 
Rubbish Removal 

No Job Too Small : FREE Quotes 

Phone Pat day or night on... 


TEL: 0795 041 2361 


GARDEN FORCE 


°5 


JUNGLE CLEARANCE 


BLOCK PAVINGjUTREEWORK 


■ ' 

frjVjX TjTFYN? 


07486,054067 


n HUGE DISCOUNTS 
U ON ALL TREE WORK - 



































































































































n 


Plumbing & Heating 


I COMFORT Plumbing & Heating 

• Over 25 years experience 

• Install, service and repair all central heating sysmnsmi^ 

• All gas and plumbing work undertaken • No jolftdo smal ^ 

• All work guaranteed • FREE written quotes tf - 

Telephone: 0121-531 0277 
Mobile: 07073 040002 

comfortplumbingandheating@gmail.com 
www.comfortplumbingandheating.co.uk Jsr 


i A A A A A A A A a A A A 


Plastering 


i a k . 1 


KEN BANNISTER 

Plumbing and Heating 


All Plumbing, Central 
Heating undertaken. 

NO JOB TOO SMALL 

Free estimate and advice 

07964 997 845 | 0121 557 5958 


MCP PLUMBING 
& HEATING 


All Plumbing, Gas and Central Heating 
Work Undertaken 
Servicing and Repairs 
Bathroom and Kitchen Installation 

07852150057 


A 

i. I ’ -i - i 


Steve Smith Gas Services 

07817 906745/01562 730882 


• Landlord Checks • Spare Parts 

• General/Breakdown Service 

• Maintainance and Installations of Cookers, 
Fires etc • Gas Cowls and Flue Liners 

• Ex British Gas over 24 years experience 


Skip Hire 


RUSSELL’S SKIPS 


JVIINI/MIDI, 
SKIPS 

(Ol 21) 520 3388 
07721 387990 


Foot Health Practitioner 


Foot Care In The Comfort 
Of Your Own Home 

Professional treatment by a qualified practitioner 

• Toenail Cutting, Including Ingrown & Thickened 

• Relief from painful Corns, Callus, Cracked Heels, 

• Verrucas 

• Treatment and footcare advice for Diabetic 
clients 

• Reflexology also available „ ( — 

Vieei' JeeT 

Jayne Osbourn SAC Dip FHPT/FHPP 

07971 765624 



CJL Plastering 

For competitive quotes on all your refurbishment 
needs on plastering, boarding, overboarding, 
partitions, re-skimming and artex covering. 


Roofing 


Tom Corbett Roofing Seruices 


Telephone: 0121 5800915 Mobile: 07931 344199 

• Flat Roof Repaired or Renewed 
Slate & Tile Repairs 

Ridge, Hip 8. Chimney Repointing 
Gutter Replacement & Cleaning 

ELITEfP L?ftST l icS | 

•Fascias • Sofits • Dry Verge 
•Pointing • Gutter Cleaning And Repair 
Premium Products Expertly Fitted 
With Full Manufacture Guarantee. 

For A Free Quote call 
□1384 468831 / 07385 575865 

www.eliteplasticsupvc.co.uk 



A1 Little Job Man _ 

(Part of the Imperial Residential Group) 

7 Over 35 years experience 

• Fast Roof Repairs • Felt Work & Guttering ffiffij) 

• New Roofs Chimneys & Valleys 

• uPVC Fascias & Guttering FREE Quotes ^ { 

• All Building Work Undertaken /*** 

• All Work Guaranteed • All Areas Covered 


0121 553 3020 




ALWAYS 

V.S.K. 

RUBBISH 

REMOVAL 


Household Waste, 

Shed & Garage Clearance 
House & Garden Clearance 
Tree Felling, 

Also Conifers Lopped 

0121-532 2392 

FREE QUOTES 

West Bromwich _ 


J 




Holt 
Ornamental 
Ironwork 

Gates, Railings, Stairways. 
Garden Balconies, 

07966 526528 

www, holtomamentalironwork.cQMk 



Plumbing 


STS Plumbing & Tiling Services 

ALL GENERAL PLUMBING & TILING WORK UNDERTAKEN 



<u> h 


OUSEHOLD 

L U l\/l BIN 

(General Plumbing and Bathrooms) 

~ All installations and repairs est^ 
c Supply and fit or fit only 


TIDY, MODERN APPROACH. REGISTERED PLUMBER 
No job too small. Friendly service. Free advice and quotes 

v Tel: Neil 07968 786449 - 0121-602 6776 A 
V—www.household-plumbing.co.uk— 



Express A Star 


Here’s how to use your dating service ... 


DATING 


your ad by text 

followed by your first name 
, area and your advert (max 155 chare 
BICE standard Network rate! 


YOUR regional dating service, run by the 
dating experts who have been established 
since 1990. REAL people in YOUR region 


1 To Reply to members 
call: 


0906 500 3955 


your advert call: 

0844 381 5936 

get £10 SMS CHAT CREDIT 

YOU can now Date ONLINE or via your mobile just visit: 


http://dating.expressandstar.com 


THE biggest UK on-line database of 17 million UK REAL users waiting to meet you., visit. 


I written down and do key-it-in 

I promptly when asked. Don’t forget 
to leave contact details for replies. 


love it! 


To Reply 

by text: 

^Dates in YOUR region 

Text... REPLY26 (leave space) box number (leave 
space) and then enter your message & send to 
80098 eg: REPLY26 123456 hi get in touch... 
then send to 80098 Successfully received mes¬ 
sages cost £1.50 per SMS received (Max 160 
characters). You must exchange 7 messages each 
before you can swap contact details. Messages 
may be moderated for your safety and security. 

Been left a message? 
Pickup your replies on: 

0906 500 3957 

calls cost £1.55 per min plus 
your phone company's access 


http://dating.expressandstar.com 


Single Women 


REMEMBER: Calls cost £1.55 per 
minute plus your phone company’s 
access charge. Texts cost £1.50 per 
message received._ 


SUSANNA, 48, curvy female, 
romantic, warm and cuddly, seeks 
similar kind male for a loving rela¬ 
tionship with lots of cuddles and 
kisses. Looks unimportant. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 428661 $ 
SASKA, kind hearted Asian lady, 
single and still living with family so 
seeking very discreet relationship 
with strong minded man. I am 29yrs 
but like mature experienced men. 
Text Only. Box: 4047094 ft 
CAROL 49, feminine lady WLTM 
optimistic fun male to see what the 
future brings. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 4285771 
MIA, attractive married lady from 
Birmingham are, looking to meet a 
discreet gent, any age, any area for 
fun times. I am 49yrs old but look 
younger. Text Only. Box: 4079581 


CHARLOTTE 33, classy curvy 
blonde looking for something a bit 
different WLTM kind, loving, fit male 
for some fun and excitement. Tel 

No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
428563ft 

TINA, 47yrs, GSOH and good figure 
with average looks. I want a similar 
man, GSOH looks unimportant. Age 
is but a number. I have no car but 
can accommodate. Text Only. Box: 
4145368 I 

MARIA 44, leggy blonde seeks tall 
professional male for fun nights out, 
cosy nights in with plenty of TLC and 
romance. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 428447ft 
JANE, new to area, hoping to meet 
an older gent. I am 38yrs, brunette 
with boyish leggy figure. N/S with 
GSOH. I've a good job and small 
flat which I own. Text Only. Box: 
4099268 $ 

PAT, 69, young looking, looking for 
someone for friendship, interests 
are going out for meals, reading and 
walking. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 428461 

TRACY, 68yrs, recently retired and 
has time on her hands. Would love 
to meet a much much much younger 
chap for carefree times. Text Only. 
Box: 4006039 $ 

HEATHER, 54yrs, slim brunette with 
petite figure, loves keep fit. Seeks 
chap for nights out, fun times, must 
be honest and kind. ACA. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 428491 ft 
HELLO, my name is Pia, I am a very 
petite, kind and respectful Asian girl, 
hoping to meet an older white man. 
I’m 23yrs old and have just moved 
her. Text Only. Box: 4177099 ft 
VICTORIA, 46yrs, bubbly outgoing 
nurse, petite pretty brunette. WLTM 
N/S man, any age, must have 
GSOH and be kind. ACA. Or text. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
428489 ft 

KATIE 35yrs, slender well educated 
brunette seeks no strings mutual 
pleasure with gent 40+ Must be 
discreet, married or single. ACA. Tel: 
0906 515 3003 Box 419673 
ANGELA, attractive 66yr old free 
minded and spirited lady. Genuine 
with varied interests seeks gent 65+. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
428485ft 

JANE, young 41, very broadminded 
seeks chap any age for discreet no 
strings fun, any age, no time wasters 

ACA. Tel: No: 0906 515 3011 Box: 
409715 

MARIA 44, leggy blonde seeks tall 
professional male for fun nights out, 
cosy nights in with plenty of TLC and 
romance. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 428447ft 


SOPHIA young 40yrs, married but 
bored, seeks discreet adult fun, any 
area, all calls answered. Tel: 0906 
515 3019 Box: 413399 
DAWN, attractive, easygoing, 
WLTM mature male for fun loving no 
strings romance. Status unimpor¬ 
tant. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:428417 ft 

EMILY, mature well educated lady, 
blonde and smart and broadminded 
seeks gent any age for no strings 
fun. ACA. Tel: 0906 515 3023 Box 
421375 

SALLY young 50, happy go lucky 
blonde, looking to let her hair down 
with a happy, down to earth guy with 
dark hair. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 428269 ft 
TAMIKA, mature black beauty, 
hourglass figure and open minded. 
Pis call if you are discreet, broad 
minded and nice. I can travel and 
accommodate. ACA. Tel: 0906 515 
3007 Box 422365 
KATHERINE 39, romantic, slim, 
feminine, loves to live life to the full, 
seeks adventurous outgoing male to 
appreciate and share fun times with. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
428403 $ 

SAMANTHA, 35yrs, attractive 
brunette with own business, seeks 
adventurous gent for casual 
relationship. Tel: 0906 515 3035 Box 
425979 

CARING, young at heart lady seeks 
tall caring gent with GSOH for 
friendship, outings and car drives. 

Text only replies. Mailbox: 
6042252 ft 

HARRIETT 42yrs, blue eyed 
brunette with long lets and decent 
curves! Looking for a cheeky 
adventurous man for fun only. I live 
alone so can accommodate and can 
travel. Discretion assured. ACA. 
Give me a try. Tel: 0906 515 3031 
Box 426205 

SALLY young 50, happy go lucky 
blonde, looking to let her hair down 
with a happy, down to earth guy with 
dark hair. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 428269 0 
CARMEL, open minded naughty 
lady seeks a broad minded strict man 
to unleash her wilder side. Age/looks 
unimportant but no time wasters 
please. Tel: 0906 515 3043 Box 
426851 

PAM, 40, cuddly feminine young 
looking female, OHAC, financially 
secure, looking for fun times without 
complications with likeminded male. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
427753 ft 

CAROLINE, 42yrs, well educated, 
sophisticated "some call me posh" 
married lady, looking for no strings 
midweek liaisons. Tel: 0906 515 
3027 Box 427533 

SUE, 47, attractive lonely brunette 
who loves evenings in/out, music, 
WLTM someone sincere to love and 
get close to, why not give me a call? 

Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
427549ft 

TERESA, friendly lady witFTGSOH, 

curvy build and attractive looks, 50 
something, seeking romantic male 
45-55. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:428383 ft 

ARE you a gent with GSOH 60-70 
and looking for some fun then call 
me, Leah, I’m 57yrs, slim, attractive 
and looking for fun. ACA. Or text me. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
428381 ft 

JANE, 52yrs genuine blue eyed 
blonde lady WLTM romantic gent for 
potential relationship. ACA/Text 
answered so please reply. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 428379 ft 
LINDA, 48yrs, young looking blonde 
lady, slim and attractive. Hoping to 
meet new men friends, call and let’s 
see what happens. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 428377ft 


MARGARET, attractive blonde 
widow, living alone and hoping to 
find a nice gentleman soulmate. I 
have lots to offer so please call or 
text me. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:428375 ft 

NICOLA, 37yrs mixed race beauty, 
just moved to the area from London 
so a bit lonely. Looks unimportant 
must have GSOH and be kind. 
ACA/text answered Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 428369 ft 
JOY, mid 50s independent lady, 
brunette, loves dining out, seeking 
gent of any age. ACA. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 428373 ft 
ATTRACTIVE widow, loves life, 60s 
music, walking and fun. Hoping to 
meet a similar minded gent 60-80 
for life’s adventures. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 428371 ft 
WANTED, submissive gent by 
attractive lady 51yrs, please call if 
you want to know more. Ata Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 428367 ft 
ATTRACTIVE lady, young at heart, 
would like to meet genuine caring 
guy for coffee and chats, plus days 
out. Text only Replies. Mailbox: 
6035338 ft 

SALLY young 50, happy go lucky 
blonde, looking to let her hair down 
with a happy, down to earth guy with 
dark hair. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 428269 ft 
ATTRACTIVE lady 61yrs young. 
Looking for friendship, maybe more 
with genuine gent. I’m feminine and 
curvy. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:428157ft 

I am a 57-year-old lady, 5ft 8ins tall, 
short brownish hair. I am of medium 
build, outgoing, caring and WLTM 
similar male. Text only replies. 
Mailbox: 6024848 ft 

Single Men 

CANNOCK Chase male, 70, N/S, 
5ft10, single, modern, WLTM slim, 
attractive, broad minded lady, for 
casual relationship. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 428207 
VERY fit, elderly widower, loves 
walking, bird watching, exploring 
Europe, WLTM a lady for compan¬ 
ionship. Please reply via box num¬ 
ber. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:428171 

MALE, age 68, very active looking 
for lady for NSAfun. Can accommo¬ 
date. Text only replies. Mailbox: 
6026972 ft 

EASYGOING likeable man likes a 
drink at the pub, and nights in front 
of the telly and a cuddle, looking for 
lady 45-55. Text only replies. 
Mailbox: 6066059 ft 
DERBY male, young 57, looking for 
uncared, unloved married woman 
looking for discreet adult fun 35-55. 
Txt me for a good time. Text only 
replies. Mailbox: 5321154 ft 
MALE seeks affectionate, tactile, no 
drama, down to earth woman for 
nights in/out and loads of cuddles. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
418695ft 

ADVENTUROUS 36 year old, slim, 
dark hair, has many interests, seeks 
female for friendship, maybe more. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
417235ft 

MALE would like to meet local 
female 50/60 for mutual friendship. 
I'm easygoing and have many inter¬ 
ests. Text only replies. Mailbox: 
5071056ft 

COLIN 72, from Burntwood, looking 
for loving lady for days out, holidays 
and company. Text only replies. 
Mailbox: 4880436 ft 
MALE, 20s, seeks NSA fun with 
female. I love a laugh, age isn’t 
important. Text only replies. 
Mailbox: 6042304 ft 


MALE 46, genuine and honest and 
very caring looking for a LTR with 
lady. Text only Replies. Mailbox: 
5422168ft 

MALE 20s, chilled out and happy in 
life looking for woman to share life 
with. Text only Replies. Mailbox: 
6034839 ft 

MALE, 47, fit, slim, honest man, 
seeking nice, slim, honest lady for 
LTR, going out for drinks and having 
good times together. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 427923 ft 
MIKE, male, 61, seeks black or 
Asian lady, any age for adult fun, 
maybe more. Text only replies. 
Mailbox: 6010228 ft 
MALE, late 60s, N/S, retired, 5ft9^ 

slim build, enjoys holidays abroad, 
weekends away, travel, meals out. 
Looking to meet female, N/S, who 
enjoys similar interests, to share 
good times together, for friendship 
and maybe more. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 428219 
JEFF, 60s, tall, fit, young outlook, 
N/S, car owner, seeks similar lady 
for friendship, outings out etc. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
428175ft 

SINGLE dad, tall, blonde hair, good 
looking, keeps fit, loves the cinema, 
meals out, looking for a single lady 
for date nights. Single mum wel¬ 
come. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No: 428163 ft 

MALE, dark hair, dark eyes, slim, 
47, likes walking, camping, pubs, 
dancing, looking for a slim, genuine 
lady, for fun times and LTR. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 427831 
HI my name is Jay. I’m looking for a 
lady to have a lovely evening with, 
maybe once or twice a week. 
Looking forward to hearing from you 
soon. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No: 427927 ft 

JACK 23, single, tall, young looking 
guy, kind and respectful, seeking 
female age/looks not important for 
mutual NSA fun. Text only replies. 
Mailbox: 6026038 ft 
MALE 64, fit, non-smoker, looking 
for NSA fun with lady, any age. I am 
kind and caring but miss the touch of 
a woman. Text only replies. 
Mailbox: 6025714 ft 
TALL, dark, attractive male, 56, 6ft, 
WLTM an attractive female, any 
age, for discreet fun and intimate 
times. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No: 428109 ft 

MALE, attractive, 6ft2, single father, 
loves a laugh and a giggle, looking 
for a lady for evenings out, company 
and maybe more. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 424303 
FUN loving Irish man, seeks rela¬ 
tionship, for fun times and going out. 
Please get in touch. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 428077 ft 
MALE, 47, fit, slim, honest man, 
seeking nice, slim, honest lady for 
LTR, going out for drinks and having 
good times together. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 427923 ft 
MALE, dark hair, dark eyes, slim, 
47, likes walking, camping, pubs, 
dancing, looking for a slim, honest 
lady, for fun times and LTR. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 427831 
MALE, dark hair, dark eyes, slim, 
47, likes walking, camping, pubs, 
dancing, looking for a slim, honest 
lady, for fun times and LTR. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 427831 ft 
SHAUN, 50, honest, reliable, 
OHOC, employed, animal lover, 
likes walks in the country, meals out 
in country pubs, walking my dogs, 
looking for my soul mate. If you 
would like to know more get in 
touch. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No: 427497 ft 

SINGLE male, 43, looking for 
female friends for txt, phone chats, 
maybe more. Text only replies. 
Mailbox: 6017886 ft 
MALE, 50, brown hair, brown eyes, 
average looks, 16 and a half stone, 
good sense of humour, animal lover 
with loads of love and security to 
give to the right person. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 418783 


REMEMBER: Calls cost £1.55 per 
minute plus your phone company’s 
access charge. Texts cost £1.50 per 
message received._ 


Customer support 

Call 0207 720 7130 Monday - Friday 10am - 4pm 
or email us at support@jmediauk.co.uk 


http://dating.expressandstar.com 


CALL CHARGES*: DATING 18+ and have the bill payer’s permission. 0844 calls cost 7 pence per min, 090 calls cost £1.55 per min, plus your phone com¬ 
pany’s access charge. Calls are recorded and may appear on your bill. TEXT*: Text alerts are charged at £1.50 per week. To unsubscribe to text alerts, text 
DATING STOP to 63333. To cancel free match alerts, text STOP to 07781474042. For full T&Cs go to www.localdates-terms.co.uk/. REPLY BY TEXT*: 
80098/89990 costs £1.50 per SMS received (max 150 characters). Guaranteed up to 4 messages for each message you send, Service only available where 
phone icon shown. Messages are moderated. Minimum 7 messages must be sent before contact details can be exchanged. This service is not computer gen¬ 
erated. All messages are responded to by real service users. No meetings can be guaranteed. If arranging a meeting be sure to choose a public space and 
do not give personal details to people you have not met. To STOP text stop to 80098/89990. Service provided by No Goats Ltd. Help: 0207 720 7130. ALL 
SERVICES*: By texting any shortcode you consent to the owner of that shortcode sending you the occasional marketing message. To opt out of receiving 
these send NO INFO to 80098. DATA PROTECTION: Service provided by JMedia UK Ltd, RH16 3EG, 0207 720 7130. We will collect the details you provide 
and may send you details of other services and events operated by us. We may pass your details onto this newspaper for marketing or PhonePayPlus for 
regulatory purposes. Advertisers may come from our national database and from our pdc app, your ad may also appear on our dating app. wc. 18/09/17 
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ClassifiedAds 


Buy Local, Sell Local 


funeral directors 


Turn To Us For 
Help and Support 


In your time of need 
we’ll take care of all the 
funeral arrangements. 

• Est, 190? 

• 24 hour service 

G. Gibbs 

Funeral Directors 


44 All Saints Way 
West Bromwich B71 1PZ 

0121 553 0442 

© 

Part of Dignity pic. A British Company. 


lost & found 



OSCAR 


Is between 2 and 3 years old, 
neutered and microchipped. 
He is mostly black with white 
paws, white bib under chin 
and white on his tummy. He 
went missing from Wimble- 
bury near Cannock on Sunday 
3rd September. Please check 
houses, cars, garages, gardens 
(he likes to climb and hide, so 
bushes,trees and cupboards 
please). 


Any sightings or info call 
07922308169 or 01543 459817 



2 


Leisure 

Time 




INDOOR CAR BOOT SALE 

Every Wednesday, 10am - 2pm. 
Brook Street Community Centre, 
Tipton DY4 9DD. 07958 684 716 



We Want Your 
Motorhome 

Finance Cleared 
Fast Secure Payment 
Top Prices Paid 

Please Call 

AEG on 01384 848439 or 
Lee Jinks on 07740 895448 
www.aegmotorhomes.co.uk 


BAILEY PEGASUS VERONA 

4 berth, 2011, 1 owner, motor 
mover, Bradcott Portico awning 
plus extras, excellent condition, 

no pets / non smokers. 

£9,750 ono. 

Stafford 
01785 252285/ 

07954 501294. 

CARAVAN Touring caravan 5 berth 
compass herald very good condi¬ 
tion with awning many extras ready 
to go £3,500 ono 07930454001 



WANTED 
ALL CARAVANS 

Any age or condition 
Also motorhomes wanted. 

TOP PRICES PAID 

Immediate collection. 

CALL THOMAS 
07717 280 996 

www.tscaravansandmotorhomes.co.uk 


★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★ 

* All Caravans Wanted* 

t Any Age or Condition t 

* *CASH* WAITING* * 

* Immediate collection * 

I Call Bill on 07825 325 913; 

★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★ 


Free 

IT’S FREE, IT’S EASY 

For items upto £250. 
Online at 

bookanad. 

expressandstar.co.uk 


holidays 


"N 

travel abroad 

V___ 


READERS ARE REMINDED 

to check with any Advertisers 
that their holiday costs are fully 
covered by a recognised bonding or 
insurance scheme. 



~\ 


massage 


MOBILE Aromatherapy Massage 

Therapist Home / Hotel. To book 
appointments call 07437 569187. 


3 

Home & 
l Services 



CONSERVATORY IN 
WHITE UPVC 

and furniture for sale. 

Buyer to dismantle and collect. 

All very good condition. 

£400. 

07714 295608. 

FURNITURE NOT SOLD? Donate it 
to Katharine House Hospice. We 
collect for free. Telephone 
Cannock 01543 466885, Stafford 
01785 247630, House clearance 
service 01785 760715. 

G PLAN extending dining room 
table, 6 chairs, wall unit 6 x 5’6”. 
£250. Nathan wall units, 1 corner 
unit, 2 bookcases. £150. 07929 
384553. 


A REPEAT SALE 

Cookers, Fires, Autos, Tumble dryers, 
Built in ovens, Hobs, Fridge freezers, 
lots more at low prices. 

01902 403770 

- Past & Present - 

24 - 26 church street, Bilston 
(opposite town hall). 



Supply and Fit or DIY 

Credit cards taken • Free quotes 
WS32BQ 

01922 712184 


6x5 

Lap Panels 

£17 each (incvat) 

WS3 2BQ 

Bloxwich Fencing Ltd 

or 01922 712184 


ASH RECLAMATION 

All reclaimed 
building materials 

UPVC doors and windows 
New and Used 
Gatehouse Trading Est. 
Lichfield Road, Brownhills, 
WS8 6JZ 

01543 453222 
07956 627367 


ADVERTISERS ARE 
REMINDED 

That the Business Advertise¬ 
ments (Disclosure) Order of 
1977 requires that advertise¬ 
ments must clearly differentiate 

between Private and Trade. 


ASH RECLAMATION new and 

used building materials, upvc doors 
and windows 01543 453222. 


BURIAL PLOT Single, Prime loca¬ 
tion, Heath Lane Cemetery. 

£1,500 

Contact Ann 07727 287265. 

MINI URLITZER 

40”Hx22”Wx18”D battery 
powered, ideal for locaf, 
nopices,fetes, fundraising events. 
£250 ono, details 07881 768546. 

HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 


^ A Highly 
Recommended 
Lady Buyer 

Cash Paid £300+ per ounce 
for 9 carat Gold. 

Any amount collected! 
Sovereigns £200+ each, 

gold coins, pre - 47 silver coins, 
watches, costume jewellery, 
porcelain, any oriental items, any 
silver items, War medals military etc. 

. Call: 01922 495066 . 

w or 07971 783206 V 


READERS ARE ADVISED to 

carefully consider all of their options 
before agreeing to the sale of any 
of their items. 


CLIENT 

COMPUTERS 


Certified technician & 
Microsoft partner. 
Repair & maintain laptops 
and PCs. In West Midlands. 
Virus removal, broken 
screens, wifi. 
Windows problems etc. 
Home visits or bring to me. 
Long established. 
Laptops available. 

0121 556 9481 


CLIENT COMPUTERS Certified 
technician and microsoft partner. 
Repair and maintain laptops and 
pcs. Virus removal, broken 
screens, wifi, windows problem etc. 
Laptops available. 0121 556 9481 


BOOK YOUR 
ADVERTISEMENTS 
OR FAMILY 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
ONLINE AT 

bookanad. 

expressandstar.co.uk 

and become one 
of hundreds of 
customers 
who regularly 
receive 
exclusive 
special offers 
& discounts. 



READERS ARE REMINDED 

that they may require profes¬ 
sional advice before entering into 
obligations. 


t.v. / home 
entertainment 


AERIAL AND TV SPECIALIST 

Any TV Repairs, Plasma, LED etc, 
CCTV cameras supplied & fitted. 
Any area. Free Estimates. 7 days. 
Digital aerials, Sky installation. Wall 
mounts / TV setups. 07850 330251. 


specialists at 
your service 


aerials 


THANK YOU 
CLASSIFIEDS! 



“I am very pleased 
with the response 
I get from my 
Classified 
Advertising 
Contract” 


Steve - 

A A Digital Aerials 


For great business 
results call 

01902 319191 


ClassifiedUds 

Brought to you by Express & Star 


/~\/~\ rnTnTviTL, B um 

AERIALS FITTED FROM £79.99 

msmmommmm 


A AERIAL AND SKY SPECIALIST 

CCTV cameras fitted/tv wallmount, 
free quote/any area. 07850 330251 


alarms/security 


PREMIER 

ALARMS 

Supplied and Fitted £249 
Servicing and Repairs 
12 Months Warranty 
All areas covered 
All quotes beaten! 

Call: 0121 601 9791 


appliance repairs 


A SAME DAY REPAIR - Cookers 
Autos Fridges Vacs and Micros. 
Call 07900 578897/07801 746853. 


bathrooms 


BATHROOM DESIGN All bath¬ 
rooms fitted, tiling, flooring, com¬ 
plete bathrooms: 07850 382548. 


building services 


4D 


DAMP 

PROOFING 


APPROVED CONTRACTOR 

All damp problems, roofing, .»>, 
building & plastering work I 

FREE QUOTES 

07538 118034 or 01902 752161 


G & D BUILDERS 

Over 35 years exp 

All aspects of building work 
Extensions, loft conversions, 
roofing, driveways & 
landscaping. 

All work guaranteed 

07837 994465 / 
01902 579592 


building supplies 


QUALITY DOORS AND HARD¬ 
WOOD FLOORING @ low prices. 
Call Arnold Laver 0121 533 5428. 

RECLAIMED BRICKS, Tiles, 
Slates, Oakbeams, Flooring, York 
Stone. Cawarden 01889 574066. 
sales@cawardenreclaim.co.uk 


carpentry & ' 

V_ joinery 


SPR CARPENTRY Six internal pre¬ 
primed doors fully fitted from £370. 
0121 5322672 or 07958 552625. 


carpet fitters 


just fitted, quality samples brought 
to your home, no job too small, free 
quotes call Mark 01543 820598 / 
07941 619694. 


damp proof ' 
control 


JUST DAMP PROOFING 

All Areas Covered 
Sovereign approved damp proofer 
Up to 30 years 
Backed Guarantee available 

Call 07903 029768 


fencing 


PORTWRV 
I L MCIPJG 


SPECIAL OFFER 

10 Bays of quality fencing, concrete posts, 
gravel boards £695 
Heavy duty panels supplied & fitted. 


0121 531 5250/07866137 656 
Mon - Fri 8am - 4.30pm 
Sat 8am -12noon 
83 Portway Rd, W'bury 


gardening 

services 


Landywood Tree & Landscaping Services 


All garden work, tree felling/lopping, 
1 pruning, hedges trimmed, turf, 
_ patios, fencing, block-paving etc. 
_ mvw.landywoodlandscaping.co.uk 


01922898710 / 07973177 976 


H. COOPER & SON Landscaping / 
garden maintenance. No job too 
small, Free Quotes: 07904 929632. 

J&B TREE CARE Landscape and 
Jetwashing Services. All Pesticide 
/Fungicide work. Free fixed quotes: 
07786 166856/01922 449268. 


gates 


ALL METAL GATES,RAILINGS, 

etc. Free quotes, also repairs & 
fitting. 07903 500642 24 hours. 

DARLASTON FABS 30 years exp in 


electricians 


gas fitting 


GH PLUMBING 

Free Quotes, Gas safe services. Luxury 
bathrooms supplied & fitted. Landlord Certs. 
Service & repairs, power flushing, boiler 
replacements, full central heating systems 
07921 8006651 www.ghplumbingttd.co.uk 


GAS 

SERVICES 

• Boilers • Cookers 

• Fires • Gas Checks 

• Landlord Certificates 
•Gas Leaks Traced 

Fitted, Serviced and Repaired 
Same Day Service 
Free Quotes 

DISCOUNTS FOR OAPs 


Call: 01902 366855/ 
07761 973975 


READERS ARE ADVISED 


To check that anyone 
carrying out any Gas work 
is Gas Safe Registered. 


It is an offence under the Gas 
Safety (Installation and Use) 
Regulations 1998 to carry out 
gas work in the UK without 
being on the Gas Safe Register. 


handyman 


YOUR LOCAL HANDYMAN 

FREE QUOTES 

All work guaranteed, Most trades 
covered, References available on 
request. No job too big or too small! 

CALL MIKE: 07947 621047 
0121 6010479 


HANDY MAN - Most trades, plumb¬ 
ing, heating, gardening & decorat¬ 
ing. Gutter clean no ladders, free 
quotes. 07850 559315. 


HANDYMAN SERVICE 

Grass/ Hedge Cutting 
Drives & Patios Powerwashed 
Fence Repairs and General 
Handyman Service 

Call Simon: 07593 544566 


house clearances 


A1 HOUSE 
CLEARANCE 

Full, part and single 
rubbish removed. 

Garage and sheds cleared. 
Leather 3 piece suites and 
leather chesterfields wanted. 

01922 492007 


A1 HOUSE CLEARANCE 

Full, part and single 
rubbish removed. 

Garage and sheds cleared. 
Leather 3 piece suites and 
leather chesterfields wanted. 

01922 492007 


ALL ROUND 
CLEARANCE 

Professional family run business 
House clearances full or part, 
also garages, sheds etc. 
Telephone Kev 

07794 912844 



Call Claire Smith: 01902 319661 
claire.smith@expressandstar.co.uk 


A ABSOLUTE BEST cash price paid 
for house clearances and bereave¬ 
ments. Also removals undertaken. 

07852 172641 / 07710 360327 

" \ 

kitchen fitters 

V___ 


THE KITCHEN FITTER Over 20 
years experience. Call 07881 
654757 or 01543 373233. 

" \ 

lock services 

v_ 


LOCKRITE local father and daugh¬ 
ter locksmiths, lock-outs, broken 
locks, UPVC specialist, 24hr 
service. 01922 780078. 


painters / ^ 

V decorators 

LADY DECORATOR Full house or 
one wall to customer requirements. 
Free quotes call: 07522 643706. 

\ 

^ plans prepared 

ADAM DESIGN, Building Plans. 
Drawn and submitted to council. 
Tel: 01902 620200/07841 654037. 
Email: adamdesign@sky.com 

\ 

^ plastering 


MINT PLASTERING 

For the very best in plastering and rendering, 
full rooms inc materials from 110. Halls, 
stairs and landings from 200 

30 years experience. 

Free quotes. All work guaranteed 

01922 606503/07519 694516 

M & S PLASTERING & BUILDING 

Services. Home/Garden Improve- 
ments.Mark or Sara: 07741 770897 
MINT PLASTERING & rendering 30 
yrs exp. All work guaranteed. 
01922 606503 or 075 T9 694516. 

STEVES PLASTERING SERVICE 

Clean and Reliable, All Work 
Undertaken, All Areas. Call 
0121 567 5919 / 07977 262943. 

plumbing & ^ 

V heating 


ALL PLUMBING WORK 
UNDERTAKEN 

No job too large. All work 
guaranteed. 

Call Will for a free quote 

07521 411108 

A.A HEATING & PLUMBING All gas 

work. Install/ Service/ Repair. Free 
quotes call: 07540 950588. 
PLUMBING WORK UNDERTAKEN 
No job too small or large. Call Will 
for a free quote on: 07521 411108. 

\ 

removals 

v 


KT HOUSE REMOVALS 

12 years experience. 

SINGLE ITEMS TO FULL LOADS. 
LOCAL OR DISTANCE. FULLY INSURED. 

Free Quotes - Call Ric on: 

07771 727119 

CALL DEAN NOW: For all your 
Removal needs. 07429 453209/ 
01902 830870 / 01384 940260. 

KC REMOVALS We beat any quote, 
full or part loads, all areas. Anything 
considered. Call on 07867 862227. 

KT REMOVALS 12 yrs exp. Single 
items to full load removals. Local / 
distance. Call Ric: 07771 727119. 

\ 

rubbish removal 

V 

LETS TALK RUBBISH No Skips 
Needed.Load/Remove any Waste, 
House Clearance. 07969 628382 

"\ 

skip hire 

v 


A absolute affordable skip 

RUSSELL 

SKIPSO 

Mini, midi skips 
Prompt delivery / collection 
( 0121 ) 520 3388 / 07721 387990 


IffilMESS (EMESES 

SwkbSSSIb 

All size skips and all areas covered 
Same day delivery faster than a phone call!!! 

Open 7 days a week 

07920 88 57 74 or 01384 24 09 56 


60LDSHILL SKIPS 

Bring your own waste 
cheaper than skips. General, 
Green, Wood waste any size 
vehicle. Phone for prices: 

0121 557 3346 

AAA SKIP HIRE All sizes available, 
competitive prices. Call: 01922 
711411 (option 2) or 07592 940556. 

STONES SKIP HIRE 

0121 557 1480/07886 721875 
www.stonesskiphire.co.uk 
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Classified Ads 35 


roofing 


We specialise in: 

New Roofing, Re Roofing, Leak Repairs, 
Emergency Repairs, Lead Work, Tiling and Slating. 

07476 834512 0121 4204374 
www.stoppsandpage.co.uk 


tree services 


BUDGET TREE SURGERY Tall or 
small. Conifers & hedge trimming. 
Shrubs pruned, tidy ups & make 
overs 01543324608/07936882552 


upholstery 


j 


MR B’S UPHOLSTERY 


RE- UPHOLSTERING OF SOFA’S, 
DINING FURNITURE, CARAVANS, 
CAR RETRIMS AND MORE. 

www.mrbsupholstery.co.uk 


01543500677 07738851601 


Pets & 
Animals 


ALL READERS are advised to 
check if Horses, Donkeys or Ponies 
have the required Passport infor¬ 
mation. 


NOTICE TO ADVERTISERS 

Advertisers must ensure that 
they meet all necessary legal 
requirements for owning and using 
guns. 


NOTICE TO READERS 

Please be aware that when 

purchasing a puppy there are 
some simple guidelines you can 
follow to ensure that you are not 
purchasing from a Puppy 

Farmer: 

1. Try to ensure you visit the 
puppy whilst it is still with it’s 


2. Do not arrange to collect a 
puppy from any other location 

than that of the breeder. 

3. Ensure that you are given any 
KC documentation, if pedigree. 

Whilst Midland News 
Association publications take 
great care to avoid publication 
of advertisements from Puppy 
Farmers we cannot accept any 

liability should readers 
purchase from this kind of 
establishment. 


POODLE DOG 
SPECIALIST 

Clipping and Grooming. 
Free Quotes Call: 
07855 405022 or 
01543 876145 


BUY 
LOCAL 
SELL 
LOCAL 

01902 317878 

| Classified 


Business & 
Farming 


READERS are recommended to 
take appropriate professional 
advice before entering into any 
obligations. 


business 

directory 


commercial 
y premises 


j 


UNITS AND OFFICE SPACE to let in 

Oldbury, West Bromwich and 
Walsall. Easy Terms. Ashmore 
Properties 0121 520 5318. 




Property 
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Accommodation 


NO DEPOSIT 

★MOVE IN TODAY* 

Studios 
from £90pw* 
Rooms 
from £65pw* 

*lncludes Most Bills 

CHECK WEBSITE FOR LIVE LIST 


cjmssasoso 

J9accommodation.com 


NOTICE TO READERS 

It is an offence under the Accom¬ 
modation Agencies Act 1953, for an 
Agency to charge a fee simply for 
the registration of your require¬ 
ments and/or supplying particulars 
of premises to let. 

NOTICE TO READERS 

Readers are advised to seek 
independent legal advice before 
entering into any financial commit¬ 
ments/contracts. 

SINGLE ROOM lovely clean home, 
Wildwood. Suit Mon-Fri let £70pw. 
Female only. 07971 186704. 


BIRMINGHAM 

3 bedroom house, good condi¬ 
tion, good location, CH, DG, 
front car port, near local ameni¬ 
ties including schools and bus 
routes. Quick sale. 
£99,000. 

0121 358 4444. 


NOTICE TO READERS 

Readers are advised to seek 
independent legal advice before 
entering into any financial commit¬ 
ments. 


properties wanted 


WE 

FAST 4 Your House CASH 


of purchase price 

EVERYitTiIMEil 

w 


You agree the price, we buy the house... 

• NO AGENTS FEES • COMPLETION TO SUIT YOU 

• FREE SOLICITORS • ANY HOUSE, ANY CONDITION 



irgi>BgiiO«l BCASHrADVANCE|NOWI(ihl24Hrs)] 

• Free Solicitors • No Fees • Any House • Any Condition I 

mum 


389 6788 01902 628047 


24 hours 0800l78fr2899» ■ g V'A i ,1! I'M ■! 'J U 

\JZSr 01384 226086 Ca " now for the best price °" your house 


• Guaranteed Offer • Free Solicitors • Any Condition • No Fees* 


Dewmark 

‘Terms Apply Homes 


No Fees* • Any Property • Any condition • Free confidential service 
Any area* • Repossessions stopped • Deceased estates 

BOO 044 8109 Callfree24hours 01922 689023 


Home Cash Buyer 

Sell today, sign today, complete when u wish 

£££ RENT BACK OPTIONS £££ 

Houses/Land Required 

Ring Paul 24/7 Local 07870 341 089 

Sandwell area: Call 0121 696 4154 
Walsall & Cannock area: Call 01922 432049 
Wolverhampton: Call 01902 489901 
www.homecashbuyer.co.uk 


Jobs 


PART TIME BAR STAFF 
REQUIRED 


for private members club 
Experience preferred. 


For further information 
contact Jayne or Sheila 

Telephone 0121 429 2459 


Or send CV to club address 
Thimblemill REC 
Thimblemill Road, 
Smethwick 
B67 6NR 


AMP SCAFFOLDING - Scaffolding 
gangs - Carded Drivers & Non 
carded Scaffolders. - We can help. 
Call 0121 580 0389. 


HGV DRIVER 


seeks Class 1 work, very expe¬ 
rienced in everything from arctic 
to skips, full or part time, self 
employed or casual, nights out 


fine. 

01922 516528. 


EXPERIENCED FEMALE HAIR 
STYLIST Sandwell NVQ Level 2/3 
p.time. Also Experienced Nail tech- 
nicial f.time. Call Mike. Mirage hair 
beauty and tanning 07981 366726 


GENTLEMANS 

HAIRDRESSER (Barber) 
required. 


Also SCHOOL LEAVER 
for Apprenticeship, 


Quinton area 


0121 422 4104 


EXPERIENCED HGV MECHANIC 

required for busy truck rental work¬ 
shop. Competitive rates. Please 
call 0121 525 8359 opt 1 for further 


engineering 


Accurate Laser Cutting Ltd 
ESTIMATOR / INTERNAL SALES ENGINEER 

Salary £19,000-£25,000 + bonus 
Based: Oldbury 

Hours: 8.00am-5.00pm Mon - Fri 

We are a leading laser cutting and folding company who due to 
rapid expansion and investment are looking for Sales Engineers / 
Estimators. You will need to have the ability to interpret technical 
drawings and ideally have a background in profile cutting, sheet 
metal or a steelwork based industry. As we offer extremely high 
service levels you will need to have an excellent telephone manner 
and be able to deal with a large volume of quotations speedily 
while maintaining accuracy. A ‘customer focussed’ and ‘can do’ 
attitude is essential. 

Some experience with CAD will be an advantage. 

Application forms available on our website 
www.accurate-laser.co.uk 
Cv’s to mitch.bradley@accurate-laser.co.uk 


PRODUCTION OPERATIVE 
(Weekend Shift) 

We have pleasure in offering the position of production operative 
(Weekend Shift). 

The successful applicant will be able to set and maintain a high 
standard of workmanship. Must be a proactive individual willing to 
work as part of a team to improve productivity and efficiency. 
The applicant must hold a current counterbalance FLT license. 
Hours of work: 36 hours over 3 dayshifts, Friday - Sunday. 
The successful applicant will be rewarded with an excellent 
remuneration package. 

For more information and to download an application form 
visit www.accurate-laser.co.uk 
Please send applications on Email accompanied by your 
current CV to neil.tomkins@accurate-laser.co.uk 
No agencies 


full time - general 


3 T 

DOLPHiniifts 


Due to our recent Growth Dolphinlifts Midlands Ltd is 
recruiting for a variety of new roles, we require people for full 
time positions and experience at our West Bromwich office. 

LIFT ENGINEERS for servicing and maintenance 

LIFT SURVEYOR 

WAREHOUSE/ STOCK CONTROL OPERATIVE 
HELPDESK ADMINISTRATORS 
OFFICE JUNIOR 

Please send your CV to info@dolphinmidlands.co.uk 


LI legrand 


DESIGN AND 

DEVELOPMENT ENGINEER 
(ELECTRICAL BIAS) 


Legrand Electric Limited is a manufacturing Company, employing over 35,000 staff 

worldwide, who are global specialists in electrical and digital building infrastructures. 

A position has arisen for a Design and Development Engineer, who will be based at the West 

Bromwich site (Midlands). 

Key Duties: 

• To research, design & develop and validate new products and cost improvement of current 
designs. 

• Specify and develop the next generation of power, cable management and wiring device 
products by taking account of marketing requirements to produce functional products of 
new or improved design to comply with the latest National and International standards. 

• To produce the technical files as required by the low voltage directive for power, cable 
management & wiring device products. 

• Follow design & development procedures as required by IS09001 and Legrand’s ECO 
design policy. 

• To manage type testing, test records and safety. 

• To provide Purchasing department with technical details for the purchase of parts from 
external suppliers. 

• To liaise with marketing / publicity to check the technical content of catalogues and 
technical manuals. 

• Provide support to the technical support department on electrical or mechanical matters 
relating to company products. 

• Suitably experienced in the use of 2D and 3D CAD. 

Job Competencies/Key Skills: 

• Educated to Degree/HND level in an electrical engineering discipline. 

• Membership of the IET is preferred. 

• Have a working knowledge of UK Wiring Regulations, associated national and 
international standards. 

• Have knowledge of Wiring Devices and Power Distribution Products. 

• Be competent in the use of AUTOCAD/INVENTOR and 3-D Modelling systems. 

• Previous electrical design / testing work in low voltage cable management, power 
distribution or wiring device product manufacturing environment. 

• Have good IT skills (spreadsheets, engineering databases, presentation tools). 

• Be able to communicate well at all levels inside and outside the company. 

• Be able to travel within and outside the UK, and work away from base location 
as appropriate. 

Excellent benefits package offered, including, but not limited to: 

- Company Pension scheme 

- Company car 

- 25 days holiday 

- Life Assurance cover 

- Competitive salary, depending on skills and experience 

Working hours: 40 hours per week, 8:00am - 4:30pm (Monday - Friday) 

Written applications (covering letter and CV) to: Baljit Kaur, HR Advisor, Great King 

Street North, Birmingham, West Midlands, B19 2LF or; Baljit.Kaur@legrand.co.uk 



HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica- 


MUST BE SEEN 


BMW 1 SERIES 118i 

Automatic, 07 reg, 
40,000 miles, FSH, 
pepper red, 5-dr. 
Includes as new winter tyres. 
Immaculate condition. 
£4,950. 

Call for more details 
0121 357 8407. 



2009 (59 reg), red, 3-dr, 96,650 
miles, MoT March, four good 
tyres, full size spare, AM 7 FM 
stereo / CD player, air bags, 2 
sets of keys, good service 
history, only £20 per year tax, 


good clean condition. 


£1,800 ono 


07581 232999/ 


01543 426503. 


m 


CITROEN C4 VTR16V 

2010, 5dr Hatchback, 
red, petrol, 

82k miles, 
excellent condition, 
drives superbly, fsh, 
MoT to April 2018. 
£2,600. 

07940 573822. 


MUST BE SEEN 


FORD FIESTA 1.4LX 


2004, has been stored, had 
very little use, low mileage only 
5,000mls. 


Metallic silver. Good condition. 

£2,200 

01543 877358. After 6pm. 



FREE LANDER TD4 


2004, 56,495 miles, metallic 
blue, air con, alarm, MoT, Iona 
MoT, central locking, sunroof. 


CD 


HYUNDAI i30 

2016, 1.4 petrol, 

black, 5-dr hatchback, reverse 
camera, Sat nav, 10,300 miles, 

one previous owner. 

£9,150. 

07828 749540. 

0121 558 7148. 
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Classified Ads 


PRESTIGE 


LEXUS iSOD 

Diesel, 06 reg, black / cream 
interior, 6 speed manual, truly 
nice car, MoT June 2018, 

155,000 miles, FSH. 

May consider part ex for small 

automatic. 

£2,650. 

07902 098777. 


MUST BE SEEN 


PORSCHE 928 S4 

12 months MoT, blue, 
Immaculate condition, 

£10,000 ono. 
07831 865723. 


CONVERTIBLE 


SMART CAR 

1.0 Automatic 

Passion convertible 

03 reg, red/silver, 9 months 
MoT, immaculate condition. 

£1,295. 

07956 849197. 


BARGAIN 


VW BEETLE 

51 reg, 84,000 miles, 
good condition, 

£695 ono. 
07864 842076. 


LOW MILEAGE 


VAUXHALL CORSA 998CC 

Silver, MoT to April 2018, 
low mileage for year, 
58,000 miles, 05 Reg., 
lady owner, 
perfect condition, 
strong and sturdy. 
£ 1 , 000 . 

01922 682051. 



CITROEN BERLINGO 1.4 


MULTI SPACE 

06 reg, petrol, red. 
11 months MoT. 
Good condition. 

£1,360 ono. 
07988 273136. 



OUR ADVERTISERS are reminded 
that it is an offence under the Scrap 
Metal Dealers Act 2013 to buy 
scrap cars/metal for cash. 

ABC AUTO SALVAGE 
WANTED URGENT 

Scrap & MOT Failures Best 
Prices Paid ELV Registered 
Spares Always Available 

0121 557 0800 or 
0121 557 0400. 
Oldbury Area. 



CROWN MOTORS guarantee best 
price for your unwanted cars/vans. 
07903 549849, buyer will call. 


Ny 


9 

Local 

Information 





LEGAL/ 

PUBLIC 

NOTICES 

For convenience you 
may fax any advertising 
requirements to 

Marie Hogg on 
01902 713146 
or email marie.hogg@ 
expressandstar.co.uk 

(remember to include a 
name/contact number for 
confirmation of receipt) 


SANDWELL METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL 
Regeneration and Planning 
Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (as amended) 

Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990 
Town and Country Planning (Development Management Procedure) (England) 
Order 2015 

I hereby give notice that Sandwell Council has received the following applications under 
the planning acts which it is required to give public notice for the reason given at the 
beginning of each group of applications. 

This is a major application. 

DC/17/60945 HB Villages Land Adjacent Proposed 20 No. 1 bed 

Developments 4 - 6 Shrubbery Avenue specialised supported living 
Limited and Tipton apartments, together with 

Inclusion associated open space and car 

Housing Co... parking (Use Class C3). 

Members of the public may inspect copies of these applications at Council House, Freeth 
Street, Oldbury, West Midlands, B69 3DE (between 8.45a.m. and 5.30p.m. Monday, 
Tuesday, Thursday, 9.00a.m. and 5.30p.m. Wednesday and 8.45a.m. to 5p.m. Friday) 
or via the Council’s Public Access website (www.sandwell.gov.uk). 

Anyone who wishes to make representations about these applications can do so via the 
website, or should write to the Council at the above address within 21 days (and 21 days 
for Listed Building or Conservation Area consent) of the date of this advertisement quoting 
the application reference number. 

MR JAN BRITTON, Chief Executive 


SANDWELL METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL 
The Borough Council of Sandwell (George Street, West Bromwich) 
(Temporary Road Closure) Order 2017, has made an Order to temporarily 
prohibit any vehicles from proceeding along George Street, West Bromwich. 
The maximum duration is 18 months, but the work is expected to be 
completed by 06/10/2017. There will be a signed diversion for traffic: 

Spon Lane, West Bromwich Ringway and High Street. Purpose - to enable 
safe demolition of former West Bromwich Spring Factory buildings. 





ATTRACTIVE lonely Female 
seeking broadminded males within 
a 20 mile radius. 01902 489 181. 



FEMALE SEEKING 
PARTNER 

Honest, truthful male, 
experienced in sequence 
dancing, wishing help to dance 
again. 

Cannock area. 

Box Number P20955, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 


★ ★★ 

WORKING MALE 50’S 

Seeks lady for Friendship, days 
/ nights out, home owner, car, 
Cannock and surrounding 
areas. 

Box Number P20940, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1 ES. 


73 YEAR OLD MALE 

With young outlook on life, own 
house and car. 

Is hoping to find a non-smoking 
female tor friendship, eating 
out, and days out. 

Which could lead to more. 
Must live in the Cannock area. 
Box Number P20951 , 
Express and Star, 

Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 



50% OFF 


VIDEO OFFERS 

VIDEO ADVERT^^now£349 
CORPORATE VIDEO now £399 

quote ‘offer50’ 

www.mnadigital.co.uk/video-advertising MNA DIGITAL 


Cxpress A SIar 


Here’s how to use your dating service ... 


DATING 


your ad by text 

followed by your first name, d, 
, area and your advert (max 155 characte 
Standard Network rates ap 


YOUR regional dating service, run by the 
dating experts who have been established 
since 1990. REAL people in YOUR region 


9 To Reply to members 
call: 


0906 500 3955 


your advert call: 

0844 381 5936 

get £10 SMS CHAT CREDIT 

YOU can now Date ONLINE or via your mobile just visit: 


http://dating.expressandstar.com 


THE biggest UK on-line database of 17 million UK REAL users waiting to meet you., visit. 


I " written down and do key-it-in 
promptly when asked. Don't forget 
to leave contact details for replies. 


love it! 

To Reply 

by text: 

Dates in YOUR region 

Text... REPLY26 (leave space) box number (leave 
space) and then enter your message & send to 
80098 eg: REPLY26 123456 hi get in touch... 
then send to 80098 Successfully received mes¬ 
sages cost £1.50 per SMS received (Max 160 
characters). You must exchange 7 messages each 
before you can swap contact details. Messages 
may be moderated for your safety and security. 

Been left a message? 
Pickup your replies on: 

0906 500 3957 

calls cost £1.55 per min plus 
your phone company's access 


http://dating.expressandstar.com 


Single Women 


REMEMBER: Calls cost £1.55 per 
minute plus your phone company’s 
access charge. Texts cost £1.50 per 
message received._ 


SUSANNA, 48, curvy female, 
romantic, warm and cuddly, seeks 
similar kind male for a loving rela¬ 
tionship with lots of cuddles and 
kisses. Looks unimportant. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 428661 $ 
SASKA, kind hearted Asian lady, 
single and still living with family so 
seeking very discreet relationship 
with strong minded man. I am 29yrs 
but like mature experienced men. 
Text Only. Box: 4047094 (| 

CAROL 49, feminine lady WLTM 
optimistic fun male to see what the 
future brings. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 4285771 
MIA, attractive married lady from 
Birmingham are, looking to meet a 
discreet gent, any age, any area for 
fun times. I am 49yrs old but look 
younger. Text Only. Box: 4079581 


CHARLOTTE 33, classy curvy 
blonde looking for something a bit 
different WLTM kind, loving, fit male 
for some fun and excitement. Tel 

No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
428563ft 

TINA, 47yrs, GSOH and good figure 
with average looks. I want a similar 
man, GSOH looks unimportant. Age 
is but a number. I have no car but 
can accommodate. Text Only. Box: 
4145368 I 

MARIA 44, leggy blonde seeks tall 
professional male for fun nights out, 
cosy nights in with plenty of TLC and 
romance. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 428447 ft 
JANE, new to area, hoping to meet 
an older gent. I am 38yrs, brunette 
with boyish leggy figure. N/S with 
GSOH. I’ve a good job and small 
flat which I own. Text Only. Box: 
4099268 i) 

PAT, 69, young looking, looking for 
someone for friendship, interests 
are going out for meals, reading and 
walking. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 428461 

TRACY, 68yrs, recently retired and 
has time on her hands. Would love 
to meet a much much much younger 
chap for carefree times. Text Only. 
Box: 4006039 ft 

HEATHER, 54yrs, slim brunette with 
petite figure, loves keep fit. Seeks 
chap for nights out, fun times, must 
be honest and kind. ACA. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 428491 ft 
HELLO, my name is Pia, I am a very 
petite, kind and respectful Asian girl, 
hoping to meet an older white man. 
I’m 23yrs old and have just moved 
her. Text Only. Box: 4177099 ft 
VICTORIA, 46yrs, bubbly outgoing 
nurse, petite pretty brunette. WLTM 
N/S man, any age, must have 
GSOH and be kind. ACA. Or text. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
428489 ft 

KATIE 35yrs, slender well educated 
brunette seeks no strings mutual 
pleasure with gent 40+ Must be 
discreet, married or single. ACA. Tel: 
0906 515 3003 Box 419673 
ANGELA, attractive 66yr old free 
minded and spirited lady. Genuine 
with varied interests seeks gent 65+. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
428485 ft 

JANE, young 41, very broadminded 
seeks chap any age for discreet no 
strings fun, any age, no time wasters 
ACA. Tel: No: 0906 515 3011 Box: 
409715 

MARIA 44, leggy blonde seeks tall 
professional male for fun nights out, 
cosy nights in with plenty of TLC and 
romance. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 428447ft 


SOPHIA young 40yrs, married but 
bored, seeks discreet adult fun, any 
area, all calls answered. Tel: 0906 
515 3019 Box: 413399 
DAWN, attractive, easygoing, 
WLTM mature male for fun loving no 
strings romance. Status unimpor¬ 
tant. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:428417 ft 

EMILY, mature well educated lady, 
blonde and smart and broadminded 
seeks gent any age for no strings 
fun. ACA. Tel: 0906 515 3023 Box 
421375 

SALLY young 50, happy go lucky 
blonde, looking to let her hair down 
with a happy, down to earth guy with 
dark hair. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 428269 ft 
TAMIKA, mature black beauty, 
hourglass figure and open minded. 
Pis call if you are discreet, broad 
minded and nice. I can travel and 
accommodate. ACA. Tel: 0906 515 
3007 Box 422365 
KATHERINE 39, romantic, slim, 
feminine, loves to live life to the full, 
seeks adventurous outgoing male to 
appreciate and share fun times with. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
428403 i) 

SAMANTHA, 35yrs, attractive 
brunette with own business, seeks 
adventurous gent for casual 
relationship. Tel: 0906 515 3035 Box 
425979 

CARING, young at heart lady seeks 
tall caring gent with GSOH for 
friendship, outings and car drives. 

Text only replies. Mailbox: 
6042252 ft 

HARRIETT 42yrs, blue eyed 
brunette with long lets and decent 
curves! Looking for a cheeky 
adventurous man for fun only. I live 
alone so can accommodate and can 
travel. Discretion assured. ACA. 
Give me a try. Tel: 0906 515 3031 
Box 426205 

SALLY young 50, happy go lucky 
blonde, looking to let her hair down 
with a happy, down to earth guy with 
dark hair. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 428269 ft 
CARMEL, open minded naughty 
lady seeks a broad minded strict man 
to unleash her wilder side. Age/looks 
unimportant but no time wasters 
please. Tel: 0906 515 3043 Box 
426851 

PAM, 40, cuddly feminine young 
looking female, OHAC, financially 
secure, looking for fun times without 
complications with likeminded male. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
427753 ft 

CAROLINE, 42yrs, well educated, 
sophisticated "some call me posh" 
married lady, looking for no strings 
midweek liaisons. Tel: 0906 515 
3027 Box 427533 

SUE, 47, attractive lonely brunette 
who loves evenings in/out, music, 
WLTM someone sincere to love and 
get close to, why not give me a call? 

Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
427549 ft 

TERESA, friendly lady withTGSOH, 

curvy build and attractive looks, 50 
something, seeking romantic male 
45-55. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:428383 ft 

ARE you a gent with GSOH 60-70 
and looking for some fun then call 
me, Leah, I’m 57yrs, slim, attractive 
and looking for fun. ACA. Or text me. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
428381 ft 

JANE, 52yrs genuine blue eyed 
blonde lady WLTM romantic gent for 
potential relationship. ACA/Text 
answered so please reply. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 428379 ft 
LINDA, 48yrs, young looking blonde 
lady, slim and attractive. Hoping to 
meet new men friends, call and let’s 
see what happens. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 428377 ft 


MARGARET, attractive blonde 
widow, living alone and hoping to 
find a nice gentleman soulmate. I 
have lots to offer so please call or 
text me. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:428375 ft 

NICOLA, 37yrs mixed race beauty, 
just moved to the area from London 
so a bit lonely. Looks unimportant 
must have GSOH and be kind. 
ACA/text answered Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 428369 ft 
JOY, mid 50s independent lady, 
brunette, loves dining out, seeking 
gent of any age. ACA. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 428373 ft 
ATTRACTIVE widow, loves life, 60s 
music, walking and fun. Hoping to 
meet a similar minded gent 60-80 
for life’s adventures. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 428371 ft 
WANTED, submissive gent by 
attractive lady 51yrs, please call if 
you want to know more. Ata Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 428367 ft 
ATTRACTIVE lady, young at heart, 
would like to meet genuine caring 
guy for coffee and chats, plus days 
out. Text only Replies. Mailbox: 
6035338 ft 

SALLY young 50, happy go lucky 
blonde, looking to let her hair down 
with a happy, down to earth guy with 
dark hair. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 428269 ft 
ATTRACTIVE lady 61yrs young. 
Looking for friendship, maybe more 
with genuine gent. I’m feminine and 
curvy. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:428157ft 

I am a 57-year-old lady, 5ft 8ins tall, 
short brownish hair. I am of medium 
build, outgoing, caring and WLTM 
similar male. Text only replies. 
Mailbox: 6024848 ft 

Single Men 

CANNOCK Chase male, 70, N/S, 
5ft10, single, modern, WLTM slim, 
attractive, broad minded lady, for 
casual relationship. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 428207 
VERY fit, elderly widower, loves 
walking, bird watching, exploring 
Europe, WLTM a lady for compan¬ 
ionship. Please reply via box num¬ 
ber. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:428171 

MALE, age 68, very active looking 
for lady for NSAfun. Can accommo¬ 
date. Text only replies. Mailbox: 
6026972 ft 

EASYGOING likeable man likes a 
drink at the pub, and nights in front 
of the telly and a cuddle, looking for 
lady 45-55. Text only replies. 
Mailbox: 6066059 ft 
DERBY male, young 57, looking for 
uncared, unloved married woman 
looking for discreet adult fun 35-55. 
Txt me for a good time. Text only 
replies. Mailbox: 5321154 ft 
MALE seeks affectionate, tactile, no 
drama, down to earth woman for 
nights in/out and loads of cuddles. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
418695ft 

ADVENTUROUS 36 year old, slim, 
dark hair, has many interests, seeks 
female for friendship, maybe more. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
417235ft 

MALE would like to meet local 
female 50/60 for mutual friendship. 
I'm easygoing and have many inter¬ 
ests. Text only replies. Mailbox: 
5071056ft 

COLIN 72, from Burntwood, looking 
for loving lady for days out, holidays 
and company. Text only replies. 
Mailbox: 4880436 ft 
MALE, 20s, seeks NSA fun with 
female. I love a laugh, age isn’t 
important. Text only replies. 
Mailbox: 6042304 ft 


MALE 46, genuine and honest and 
very caring looking for a LTR with 
lady. Text only Replies. Mailbox: 
5422168ft 

MALE 20s, chilled out and happy in 
life looking for woman to share life 
with. Text only Replies. Mailbox: 
6034839 ft 

MALE, 47, fit, slim, honest man, 
seeking nice, slim, honest lady for 
LTR, going out for drinks and having 
good times together. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 427923 ft 
MIKE, male, 61, seeks black or 
Asian lady, any age for adult fun, 
maybe more. Text only replies. 
Mailbox: 6010228 ft 
MALE, late 60s, N/S, retired, 5ft9i 

slim build, enjoys holidays abroad, 
weekends away, travel, meals out. 
Looking to meet female, N/S, who 
enjoys similar interests, to share 
good times together, for friendship 
and maybe more. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 428219 
JEFF, 60s, tall, fit, young outlook, 
N/S, car owner, seeks similar lady 
for friendship, outings out etc. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
428175ft 

SINGLE dad, tall, blonde hair, good 
looking, keeps fit, loves the cinema, 
meals out, looking for a single lady 
for date nights. Single mum wel¬ 
come. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No: 428163 ft 

MALE, dark hair, dark eyes, slim, 
47, likes walking, camping, pubs, 
dancing, looking for a slim, genuine 
lady, for fun times and LTR. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 427831 
HI my name is Jay. I’m looking for a 
lady to have a lovely evening with, 
maybe once or twice a week. 
Looking forward to hearing from you 
soon. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No: 427927 ft 

JACK 23, single, tall, young looking 
guy, kind and respectful, seeking 
female age/looks not important for 
mutual NSA fun. Text only replies. 
Mailbox: 6026038 ft 
MALE 64, fit, non-smoker, looking 
for NSA fun with lady, any age. I am 
kind and caring but miss the touch of 
a woman. Text only replies. 
Mailbox: 6025714 ft 
TALL, dark, attractive male, 56, 6ft, 
WLTM an attractive female, any 
age, for discreet fun and intimate 
times. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No: 428109 ft 

MALE, attractive, 6ft2, single father, 
loves a laugh and a giggle, looking 
for a lady for evenings out, company 
and maybe more. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 424303 
FUN loving Irish man, seeks rela¬ 
tionship, for fun times and going out. 
Please get in touch. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 428077 ft 
MALE, 47, fit, slim, honest man, 
seeking nice, slim, honest lady for 
LTR, going out for drinks and having 
good times together. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 427923 ft 
MALE, dark hair, dark eyes, slim, 
47, likes walking, camping, pubs, 
dancing, looking for a slim, honest 
lady, for fun times and LTR. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 427831 
MALE, dark hair, dark eyes, slim, 
47, likes walking, camping, pubs, 
dancing, looking for a slim, honest 
lady, for fun times and LTR. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 427831 ft 
SHAUN, 50, honest, reliable, 
OHOC, employed, animal lover, 
likes walks in the country, meals out 
in country pubs, walking my dogs, 
looking for my soul mate. If you 
would like to know more get in 
touch. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No: 427497 ft 

SINGLE male, 43, looking for 
female friends for txt, phone chats, 
maybe more. Text only replies. 
Mailbox: 6017886 ft 
MALE, 50, brown hair, brown eyes, 
average looks, 16 and a half stone, 
good sense of humour, animal lover 
with loads of love and security to 
give to the right person. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 418783 


REMEMBER: Calls cost £1.55 per 
minute plus your phone company’s 
access charge. Texts cost £1.50 per 
message received._ 


Customer support 

Call 0207 720 7130 Monday - Friday 10am - 4pm 
or email us at support@jmediauk.co.uk 


http://dating.expressandstar.com 


CALL CHARGES*: DATING 18+ and have the bill payer’s permission. 0844 calls cost 7 pence per min, 090 calls cost £1.55 per min, plus your phone com¬ 
pany’s access charge. Calls are recorded and may appear on your bill. TEXT*: Text alerts are charged at £1.50 per week. To unsubscribe to text alerts, text 
DATING STOP to 63333. To cancel free match alerts, text STOP to 07781474042. For full T&Cs go to www.localdates-terms.co.uk/. REPLY BY TEXT*: 
80098/89990 costs £1.50 per SMS received (max 150 characters). Guaranteed up to 4 messages for each message you send, Service only available where 
phone icon shown. Messages are moderated. Minimum 7 messages must be sent before contact details can be exchanged. This service is not computer gen¬ 
erated. All messages are responded to by real service users. No meetings can be guaranteed. If arranging a meeting be sure to choose a public space and 
do not give personal details to people you have not met. To STOP text stop to 80098/89990. Service provided by No Goats Ltd. Help: 0207 720 7130. ALL 
SERVICES*: By texting any shortcode you consent to the owner of that shortcode sending you the occasional marketing message. To opt out of receiving 
these send NO INFO to 80098. DATA PROTECTION: Service provided by JMedia UK Ltd, RH16 3EG, 0207 720 7130. We will collect the details you provide 
and may send you details of other services and events operated by us. We may pass your details onto this newspaper for marketing or PhonePayPlus for 
regulatory purposes. Advertisers may come from our national database and from our pdc app, your ad may also appear on our dating app. wc. 18/09/17 
























































































































37 


Two great offers from your friendly, local family-run Vauxhall dealers 


OFFER 1 WE BUYANYCARTOO! 
Had an Online Valuation?... 


Get £1,000 More 


* 


When you part exchange your car with us for a brand new Vauxhall! 


Buy any new car from us and we’ll give you 
To qualify, all you need is a quote and a car 

Checkout 


£1,000 more than the leading online car-buying service will for yours*, 
to trade in. Got both? We’ll have you driving a new car away in no time, 
the two options we’ve created for you. 


* To qualify, all you need is a quote and a car to trade in. 


YOU CAN DO ITYOURSELF 

1. Get a free valuation on your car from we buy any car 

2. Bring it to your local Vauxhall Dealer & get £1,000 more. 

3. Drive away in your shiny new Vauxhall 


OR 


YOU CAN LET US DO IT FOR YOU 

1. Share a few details and well do the rest for you. You’ll receive a voucher in return. 

2. We will call to confirm your car’s value, including the additional £1,000. 

3. Make an appointment...and drive a shiny new Vauxhall away. 


OFFER 2 £2.000 SCRAPPAGE ALLOWANCE 


GET £2,000 SCRAPPAGE ALLOWANCE AGAINST 
_ THE BRAND NEW VAUXHALL CORSA 

1.4[75] Ecoflex Limited Edition 3dr 



Representative 

Finance 

Example 

47 Monthly 
Payments of 

£166 

Cash Price 

Customer 

Deposit 

£499 

Amount of 
Credit 

Fees 

Guaranteed 
Minimum 
Future Value 

Finance Deposit 
Allowance 

ii 

£13,103.45** 

£10,704.45 

£298 

£4,139 

£1,800.00* 

Total Amount 
Payable 

Annual 

Mileage 

Duration of 
Agreement 

Fixed 

Rate 

of Interest 

Representative 

APR 

(Fixed) 

% 

3 

£14,687.53 

5,000* 

48 Months 

4.12% 

5.2% 


We act as credit brokers and we are not a lender. tFinance Deposit Allowance paid by Vauxhall. **After 
£2,000 Scrappage Allowance (car must have a current MOT and owned fora minimum of 90 days to 
qualify). *Excess mileage charge at9p per mile. Terms and conditions apply. Finance subject to status. A 
guarantee may be required. Written details on request. Unless otherwise stated, white, red and metallic 
paint at extra cost. Library image shown for illustration purposes only. 


CALL YOUR LOCAL BLACK COUNTRY VAUXHALL DEALERS 


Halesowen Motor House 

Dudley Rd, Halesowen, 

West Midlands B63 3NH 

0121 503 0001 

www.halesowenmotorhouse.co.uk 


TWall Vauxhall 

High Street, Pensnett, 
Kingswinford DY6 8XB 

01384 288333 

www.twall.co.uk 


Stourbridge Motor House 

High Sreet, Amblecote, 

Nr. Stourbridge DY8 4DG 

01384 447970 

www.stourbridgemotorhouse.co.uk 


Dudley Motor Company 

Trindle Road, Dudley, 

West Midlands DY2 7AY 

01384454100 

www.dudleymotorco.co.uk 



Official Government Test Environmental Data. Fuel consumption figures mpg (litres/IOOkm) and C02 emissions (g/km). Vauxhall range: Urban: 24.4 (11.6) -74.3 (3.8), Extra-urban: 39.8 (17.1) - 91.1 (3.1), Combined: 32.5 (8.7) - 85.6 (3.3). C02 emissions: 199 - 88g/km. 

Fuel consumption figures are based on an EU test for comparative purposes only and may not reflect real driving results. Worcester Carsales Limited, T/a Stourbridge Motor House, Dudley Motor Company, Halesowen Motor House and TWall Garages, can introduce you to a limited number of finance providers. We may receive commission or other benefits for introducing 
you. Offers available on registrations until 30/09/2017, subject to availability. These offers cannot be used in conjunction with any other offer unless otherwise stated. At the end of the agreement there are 3 options: (i) Part exchange the vehicle, (ii) Pay the Optional Final Payment to own the vehicle or(iii) Return the vehicle. Further charges maybe made subject to the 
condition and mileage of the vehicle. Finance provided by Vauxhall Finance, CF157YT. Applicants must be 18 years or over and UK resident (excludes Channel Islands and Isle of Man). Finance is subject to status, terms and conditions apply. Deposit shown for illustrative purposes; with lower deposits monthly payments will be higher. 
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Revolutionary 


By Sharon Walters 

Nissan described the latest Micra as 
‘revolutionary’ at launch earlier this 
year. And well it might have. It had to be 
because although this is the fifth one all 
the previous incarnations were pretty 
underwhelming. 

But today’s Micra is a world apart. 

You don’t need to get inside a new Micra to 
witness the ‘revolution’. It now has dramatic 
contours and splashes of colour outside and 
in that make you notice this car in a very good 
way. Along with the personalisation options to 
the hatchback. 

In fact one in four buyers of the car are 
choosing to enhance the car’s design 
with additional exterior and interior parts, 
according to Nissan dealers. 

Customer research amongst buyers of the 
latest Micra reveals that 60% are attracted 
by the dynamic and expressive styling of the 
car. This is the number one purchase reason 
for the new Micra. So Nissan saw the light 
that so many other manufacturers have been 
following for some time! 

Nissan offers more than 100 combinations 
available, for both the exterior and interior of 
the Micra and in a variety of vibrant colours. 

My test car was a wonderful combination 
of blues which certainly did attract admiring 
looks 

Those stand-out looks include concealed 
handles for the rear doors which gives it a 
coupe-like feel but with plenty of space in the 
rear. There’s a big, deep boot and you can 
seat three fairly comfortably in the rear. 

The cabin is high-quality with two-tone soft- 
touch materials standard across the range. It 
is a very nice place to be. 



There’s a wide variety of personalisatiion 


Technology is strong with a number of 
‘in-control’ features - the sort usually 
associated with more expensive models - 
now available for the first time. Not only are 
they new to the Micra, they’re new to the 
segment. These include Intelligent Lane 
Intervention, a safety system which gently 
corrects the Micra back on to the right path 
should it be required. 

You also get Nissan’s acclaimed Intelligent 
Around View Monitor camera system - as 
seen on the Qashqai and Juke crossovers - 
on the Micra for the first time. 

For music fans like me, a highlight is the 
optional BOSE Personal audio system. 

Unique to the B-hatchback segment, 
advanced speakers built into the driver’s head 
rest put the driver at the heart of the listening 
experience. 

As for the drive it is also so much better - 
agile and with a secure feeling and handling. 

The car is available with three engines - two 
petrol and one diesel - all linked to a five- 
speed manual gearbox. Nissan’s familiar five 
grades of Visia, Visia+, Acenta, N-Connecta 
and Tekna all feature a high level of standard 



of Micra 


Nissan’s Micra now has dynamic and expressive styling - gone is the rather dull look 


specification. Entry level model comes in at 
just under £12,000. 

I drove the 0.9i IG-T 90 with a five-speed 
manual transmission (£16,570 but including 
smartmetallic paint) which came with oodles 
of kit - both comfort and safety. And on the 
safety side this car 

has been awarded a five-star safety 
rating in the UK from Euro NCAP, thanks to 
the standard fitment of intelligent driving 
technologies in the Safety Assist category of 


testing together with a bagful of other active 
and passive measures and equipment. Every 
new Micra now comes with six airbags as 
standard, plus seat belt warnings and seat 
belt height adjustment in the front. The Isofix 
car child seat fitting system can be used 
with the new Micra, including in the front 
passenger seat, for the best possible child 
protection. 

Additional safety features on every Micra 
include Electronic Stability Program, anti-lock 


brakes and Hill Start Assist. A speed limiter, 
automatic headlight sensor, automatic hazard 
lights and a Tyre Pressure Monitoring System 
are also fitted. 

My perky little engine managed well over 
60mpg on mixed driving and never felt under 
pressure either when motorway cruising or 
taking on winding country lanes. 

The Micra small family hatch is now ready 
again to mix it with the best of the opposition 
out there out there. 


P^..Ngw Car? 


www.expressandstar.co.uk 


MNA 


Fabulous Ford features 





Hills Ford have new 66 plate 
Fords at the very best prices 


NEW CAR OFFERS 


USED CAR DEALS 


PRIVATE AND FROM THE TRADE! 


NEW CAR REVIEW S & ROAD TESTS 


Follow us on Twitter @drivetimeES 


© 
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Aiming high with supermini Wraps off new Citroen C3 












































































































Ted Dexter batting for Lavinia in May 1976. DerycK Murray is keeping wicket for West Indies 


Ted Dexter, with, from left, community development officer Paul Windridge and Selco’s Carl Cook 



Ted recently moved to Wolverhampton to be nearer his family 



Ted Dexter who captained his country in Ashes series 


Love remains strong 
for a great innovator 


HE’S one of cricket’s all-time great inno¬ 
vators. You name it, Ted Dexter’s done it. 

From hitting double centuries and captaining 
his country in Ashes series to winning domestic 
titles and being England’s chairman of selec¬ 
tors. 

Without the man known as ‘Lord Ted’ we may not 
have one-day cricket, central contracts or even indi¬ 
vidual Test rankings, for Ted had a big hand in the 
infancy of all three. 

And now, at the grand old age of 82, his desire for 
the game he loves is as strong as ever. He watches 
every England game on television and is even travel¬ 
ling Down Under this winter to take in an Ashes test. 

“My appetite for watching the game hasn’t lessened 
at all, I love it,” he said. “I’m an armchair critic if ever 
there was one! Occasionally I yell at the television set, 
usually at the commentators. Then I turn them off! 

“I watch all of England’s games on television. I re¬ 
ally don’t think I’d pay good money to see a Twenty20 
game but I quite like the 50-over game, that’s quite 
intellectual. And Test matches are very special. 

Adventure 

“I’m hoping to go for a few days and get to the Ad¬ 
elaide Test in November. Quite an adventure really, 
we didn’t use to think anything of it.” 

First things first, then. As a man who captained 
England in Australia, what does he think of the cur¬ 
rent team’s chances of success this winter? 

“Australia as the home team has always got a bit 
of an edge,” 

Dexter, speaking at Wolverhampton Cricket Club, 
said: “It depends how we start. Andrew Strauss’s 
team (in 2010/11) played some of the best cricket ever 
seen by England over there. 

“I remember at Adelaide we never gave them a 
sixpence - the fielding was fantastic, we took all our 
catches and we were unstoppable. 

“I think this team’s capable of that. They’re a little 
bit up and down but they’re no pushovers that’s for 
sure. 

“Joe Root is a pleasure to watch and Johnny Bair- 
stow is a very fine player, he’s got a lot going for him. 

“We haven’t got anything absolutely outstanding in 
the bowling line-up but they’re all competent and do 


SPORTING FEATURE 


By Tim Spiers 


“My appetite for watching 
the game hasn’t lessened at 
all, I love it. I’m an armchair 
critic if ever there was one!” 


a job. Ben Stokes offers something a bit special and is 
a wonderful player. 

“Alastair Cook seems to be full of runs and has a 
great appetite for it, which is surprising considering 
what he’s done. 

“He’s a very interesting character, quite a phleg¬ 
matic guy. I don’t think the captaincy necessarily got 
him down. I mean he did go through a patch when his 
footwork collapsed all together, everything moved ex¬ 
cept his feet. Australia’s batting is a bit suspect from 
time to time, apart from Steve Smith.” 

Dexter played 62 times for England in the 1950s 
and 60s, captaining them on 30 occasions 

He recently moved to Wolverhampton from France 
to be nearer his family. But wherever he goes you sus¬ 
pect he’s never far away from regaling his favourite 
cricket memory, when England took the lead in an 
Ashes series under Dexter’s stewardship in 1962. 

“The stand-out memory is from Melbourne when 
we beat Australia to go 1-0 up in the series - it was 
a great win,” he said. “But not only that we really 
showed some good form. I don’t think they’d ever 
seen an England team play like we did. 

“We played an Australian XI just before that game. 
Now it wouldn’t be so extraordinary, but we got 435 
on the first day and all the media really sat up. 

“As a result of that we got superb crowds - we had 
over 300,000 people watch in the five days. There 
were more than 40,000 in on the last day when we 
needed 250 to win, which we proceeded to do....that 
was a high!” 

The five-match series finished 1-1 and Dexter had 
more than made his mark with scores of 70, 99, 93 


and 52 in his first four innings, part of a series of six 
consecutive half-centuries. 

A swashbuckling player, it’s no surprise Dexter 
thinks he’d be handy at Twenty20 cricket - not that 
he particularly enjoys watching it. 

“Twenty20 is good fun but it’s hit and miss,” he 
said. “Whether you get wickets or runs is largely co¬ 
incidental. I’d have enjoyed playing it though, I think. 

“We used to play 40-over cricket on Sundays and I 
said it’s good fun to play because it’s more of a team 
game. People talk about the benefits of team cricket 
and character and everything like that but actually 
proper cricket is an individual game, not like football, 
somebody’s got to pass you the ball. 

“In cricket you walk out there and there’s nobody 
helping you. People catch catches but that’s about it. 

“The 40-over game, everybody had to pull their 
weight, particularly fielding, every run counted. And 
running between the wickets you had to be really on 
the ball.” 

Dexter’s trailblazing in Sunday cricket led to the 
formation of what’s now known as one-day cricket, 
one of several innovations from his varied and unfor¬ 
gettable career. 

Proud 

“It makes me proud,” he added. “I’ve 
been quite an innovator all the time 
really. 

“A few things I started have taken root. When I 
took the job as chairman of selectors I said I don’t 
want to do it, but if you want to give me overall re¬ 
sponsibility for the whole running of international 
cricket I’ll do it. 

“I was the first person to give players what they 
called winter contracts. Slowly they became fully em¬ 
ployed and they’re now making a lot of money! 

“In those days there really wasn’t much money 
but to get on the tour was important, that was your 
winter money. I look back on my career with great 
affection, they were great years. 

“I’m very lucky to have been involved, led the side 
to Australia where we did very well. 

“You’re coming down from a high after that and 
you have to go to work and wonder what you’re going 
to do with the rest of your life. But I’ve had a great 
life.” 


Golf champs in the 
swing for Mauritius 

TWO golfers are swapping the Black Country for the island paradise of 
Mauritius after winning national titles at The Belfry. 

Coseley’s Steve Holmes and Walsall’s Shaun Mason will be among six 
winners of the American Golf championships, held at the world famous 
course, who will be jetting out next month to compete against each other at 
a course on the Indian Ocean island. 

Holmes, who plays at Penn Golf Club in Wolverhampton, qualified by 
winning the nine-hole championship while Mason, a member at The Chase 
Golf Club near Penkridge, won the par three title. 

Holmes overcame Jason Owen in his final but his trip to Mauritius might 
not be in the bag just yet, as he admitted: “I can’t believe it, but my gaffer 
won’t believe it either because I’ve got no holidays left!” 

Par three championship winner Mason beat Oxley Park member Paul 
Stokes in his decider on the Belfry’s Brabazon course after qualifying at the 
previous round held at 3 Hammers Golf Complex in Coven. 


Tai: I'll fight to the 
end in world title bid 

WOLVES asset Tai Woffinden has vowed to keep his bid for a third world 
title going right until the final round in Australia. 

The rider insists he’s still in a good place despite slipping down the stand¬ 
ings with a terrible Teterow display. 

He managed just five points in the German FIM Speedway Grand Prix 
and slipped to fifth spot - but more significantly he’s now 20 points behind 
series leader Jason Doyle. There are three rounds left, in Stockholm, Torun 
and Melbourne. 

Woffinden said: “I’ll keep fighting because the title won’t be decided until 
Melbourne in my view. I know where I went wrong with the set-up, I’ll be 
making sure that doesn’t happen again. 

“It only takes one bad round and you slip down the table. Then you can 
bounce back and have a couple of good rounds and you can be right back 
in there and that’s my plan. I’m still feeling good, I’ve been going good in 
Poland and Sweden and I’m ready for the three remaining rounds now.” 


Partnership launched 
for walking football 

PLAYERS flocked to the Jack Hayward training ground for the launch of a 
partnership between a football charity and healthcare business. 

Wolves Community Trust and home care service Secure Healthcare Solu¬ 
tions teamed up to bring walking football to the city. 

Wolves stars Leo Bonatini, Ivan Cavaleiro, Ruben Vinagre and Roderick 
Miranda all got stuck in to the six-a-side low-impact sport to mark the part¬ 
nership. The sport, which can be played either indoors or outdoors, doesn’t 
allow running and only allows low impact tackling with the ball remaining 
below head height. It is aimed at those aged over 40 or with limited mobility 
who are looking to remain active through playing football. 

One of those is Stuart Dudwell, 60, who has been playing with wife Tracy, 
50, for the last eight months after bouncing back from two hip replace¬ 
ments and battling through diabetes. The couple get stuck into the game 
at least four times a week, regularly playing at the Bert Williams Centre in 
Bilston and the Banks’s Stadium in Walsall. 
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Brummies 
surrender 
league title 

BIRMINGHAM ace Tom Bacon was 
frustrated to just fall short as they were 
beaten 49-41 at Kent in their Revenge 
Challenge on Monday night. 

The Surestop Brummies were level 
after 10 races before the Kings edged 
clear to secure victory at Central Park. 

Bacon impressed for the visitors with 
14+1 points whilst Taylor Hampshire 
top scored with a 15+2 at reserve. 

But they lacked support after Liam 
Carr withdrew after a heat nine crash. 
The Brummies were already without 
No.l Jack Parkinson-Blackburn. 

Said Bacon: “We did well but just 
didn’t quite have enough in the end. It 
wasn’t a bad effort.” 

KENT 49: Ben Hopwood 12+1, Jack Thomas 12, Luke 
Bowen 10+1, George Hunter 6, Dan Greenwood 4+2, 
Anders Rowe 3+2, James Laker 2. 

BIRMINGHAM 41: Taylor Hampshire 15+2, Tom Bacon 
14+1, Tom Woolley 5, Liam Carr 5, Layne Cupitt 2, Alex 
Spooner 0, Jack Parkinson-Blackburn r/r. 

Meanwhile, team boss Graham Drury 
admits officials were right to abandon 
their final meeting of the season - a 
34-25 defeat at Plymouth on Friday. 

Deteriorating conditions saw the fix¬ 
ture ended after 10 heats, with the result 
standing. It means Surestop Brummies 
surrender their National League title. 

Drury was disappointed the meeting 
couldn’t be completed but reiterated the 
importance of rider safety. The Brum¬ 
mies now host the Tony Mole Farewell at 
Perry Barr on Wednesday, October 11. 
PLYMOUTH 34: Benji Compton 7, Henry Atkins 7, 
Richard Andrews 6+1, Steve Boxall 6, Adam Roynon 
4+1, Callum Walker 2+1, Jamie Haider 2+1. 
BIRMINGHAM 25: Tom Bacon 8, Liam Carr 7, Rob 
Shuttleworth 5, David Mason 3+2, Layne Cupitt 1, Tay¬ 
lor Hampshire 1, Alex Spooner 0. 

Heathens pray for 
home comforts as 
play-offs missed 

CRADLEY complete their Travel Plus 
National League campaign against East¬ 
bourne at Perry Barr next Wednesday. 

The club will now miss out on the 
play-offs as they have been unable to 
gain the necessary points before this 
weekend’s cut-off to make the top four - 
despite asking league bosses to consider 
an extension to the deadline. 

Heathens have also conceded their 
Knockout Cup tie with Belle Vue to 
allow the competition to progress. They 
were 28-points down from the first leg. 

Director Nigel Pearson said: “These 
circumstances are far from satisfactory 
but we have, ultimately, paid the price 
for not having a track of our own with 
access to regular racing. We have run 
out of dates and it all means our season 
will end next Wednesday with our final 
league meeting. 

“I didn’t like the idea of pulling out of 
the cup, none of us at the club did, but 
we could have delayed it, sat on it, and 
that would have been no good to anyone 
as it’s still only the quarter-final stage.” 

Heathens race their last away meeting 
at the Isle of Wight today (Thursday). 


Lloyd happy at racing into top six 



Neil Lloyd had two positive results Pic: Tony Else 


WEDNESBURY rider Neil Lloyd’s gamble of 
using a second-hand engine in his usually relia¬ 
ble Honda paid dividends as he signed off from 
Tonfanau with two positive results. 

The 46-year-old travelled to the Welsh track 
hoping to gain a few championship places and was 
happy to end the year in sixth place. 

“We’ve been experiencing a few engine prob¬ 
lems with the RVF400, so I took a gamble and 
bought a second-hand standard engine,” he said. 
“There was a really good turnout for the super¬ 


sport 400 class We finished seventh in all three 
races, which gave us sixth in the championship 
out of 22, so we were happy with that result.” 

Lloyd also came away from the Southern 100 
races on the Isle of Man with a 21st and 20th- 
placed finish in the lightweight class during his 
first race around the famous Billown track. 

He had hoped to enter the Steve Henshaw In¬ 
ternational Gold Cup Road Races in Scarborough, 
this weekend. But that looks unlikely after being 
told by organisers the lightweight grid was full. 



ALBION midfielder Gareth 
Barry expressed his pride at 
equalling the Premier League 
appearance record. 

Saturday’s home game with West 
Ham, a drab 0-0 draw, was the 36-year- 
old’s 632nd in the top flight, match¬ 
ing the number of Manchester United 
winger Ryan Giggs. 

Barry also became the first player to start 600 
Premier League games and the former Villa star 
admitted the achievement was something to 
proud of. 

“The idea of becoming the first player to start 
600 Premier League games and to equal Ryan 
Giggs’s appearance record is hard to take in,” he 
said. Naturally, I am very proud to achieve those 
things.” 

Barry made 365 top-flight appearances for 
Villa, after making his debut as a second-half 
substitute in a 3-1 win at Sheffield Wednesday in 
1998, before playing 132 times in the top flight 
for Manchester City, with whom he won the Pre¬ 
mier League in 2012. He featured 131 times for 
Everton and has so far played three games for 
the Baggies. Barry has also won 53 England caps. 

“I’m delighted to achieve those kind of figures. 
Once I have finished playing and can look back 
on it all.” 

Meanwhile, Baggies vice-captain Jake Liver¬ 
more has reassured fans ‘all is good’ amid fears 
over his mental health. 

The 27-year-old has been given a few days off 
by boss Tony Pulis, who said he felt ‘mentally 
jaded’ after playing for England in both June and 
September on top of his club duties. 

Livermore lost his newborn son in 2014, and 
he turned to cocaine afterwards to deal with the 
grief. Livermore said: “Just to clarify, the club 
(both management and medical) made the deci¬ 
sion it was the right and only time to take a few 
days off to rest my body. 

“All is good in the Livermore household but 
thanks for those who showed concerns.” 



Javier Hernandez tracks Gareth Barry on his record-equalling appearance 


Easy Vase progress for depleted side 


Redditch 0 Wednesbury 19 - 
Midlands RFU Junior Vase 

WEDNESBURY progressed to 
the second round despite having 
to play a depleted team. Howev¬ 
er, even with a weakened side 
they were more than a match 
for Redditch. 

Once again coach Gary Sum¬ 
mers took the opportunity to 
field new players with Karl 


Wood starting just days after 
signing and 17-year-old Hayden 
Hyde playing his first senior 
game since stepping up from 
the juniors. Shaun Tilley also 
played his first senior game. 

It took Wednesbury just 
seven minutes to get onto the 
score sheet, newcomer Hayden 
received the ball out wide and 
went on the run down the wing 


evading desperate tackles to go 
over in the corner, but in doing 
so injuring himself. 

Dominic Devlin raced to go 
over for a second try, no conver¬ 
sion. The scoring was completed 
in the second half with three 
Matt Dale penalties. 

This weekend Wednesbury 
return to league action with at 
home against Clee Hill ko 3pm. 


Mum’s the 
word for 
Black Widow 

HAVING dedicated her debut win to her 
late father, female boxer Lauren John¬ 
son is hoping to do her mother proud 
when she steps back in the ring next 
weekend. 

While ‘The Black Widow’ prepares for 
her second professional bout on BCB 
Promotions’ ‘You Asked For It!’ show at 
Walsall Town Hall her mum, Pearline, is 
fighting her own battle as she recovers 
from a stroke. 

It’s been a tough few months for the 
family but the 32 year-old us is using the 
situation as motivation. 

“It’s been tough,” the Willenhall boxer 
admitted. “I got pulled out of the show 
in May because of an injury to my hand. 
Then ahead of the last fight, scheduled 
for July, my mum had a stroke three 
weeks before so Errol (Johnson, head of 
boxing at BCB) decided it would be best 
for me to be pulled out of that too. 

“It has been very hard for me to keep 
going with that. My dad died in 2015 so 
now I just have my mum and it was very 
difficult to accept her being ill too. But I 
am back on track now.” 

Top of the bill is the Midlands Area 
Middleweight Title clash between unde¬ 
feated prospects Tom Stokes (West Bro¬ 
mwich) and Tyler Denny (Rowley Regis). 
Bloxwich super bantamweight James 
Beech Jr, Wolverhampton’s super fly¬ 
weight Kyle Williams and Kingswinford 
super welterweight Danny Ball feature. 

Tickets are £35 and £60 ringside, the 
latter to include a light buffet. Call 0845 
111 2900. 

Hathaway faces 
brutal challenge 

BCT athletes Rob Kennard and his 
daughter Abbie took on the Sandman 
event in Anglesey. Rob came home sec¬ 
ond overall in the Duathlon, a 2.8km 
run, 25km bike and a 5.5km run in 
1:16:59. Abbie finished third in the TS2 
age group in the junior triathlon. 

Also racing in Wales was Dave Hatha¬ 
way in the Brutal Triathlon - finishing 
the 2.4 mile swim, 116 mile bike and a 25 
mile run in 15 hours 30 minutes. 

Mallory Park was the race location for 
Lauren and Ollie Evans and Ollie Mason 
at the Mallory Park European qualifier 
Triathlon involving a 750m swim, 20km 
bike and a 5km run. 


★★★ 


NEWSPAPERS 
SUPPORT 
RECYCLING 
The recycled 
content 

of newspapers in 
2015 was 62.8% 
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BEST RATES ON FOREIGN CURRENCY 
„ Euros £1=IM US Dollars M=IM 


Terms and 
conditions apply. 
Prices correct 
19/9/17 


sell, gold prices at 
high levels 
9ct £10.75 per gram 
22ct £26.27per gram 
Full Sovereign £218 


14ct/18ctmct 
• Krugerrand 
• Coins • Silver 

• Platinum 

• Palladium 


Most currencies available 


Pay no commission and only 2 days to order 


CURRENCIES 


Wednesbury (M6 J9) 15 Market Place, Wednesbury WS10 7AY Tel: 0121 556 6868 Find us on Facebook at Bowj angles Jewellery www.jewellersmidlands.co.uk rut 










































